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GLOSSARY

Bama Hospital Camp was a camp for internally displaced persons established by

gﬁmslggsMPATAL the Nigerian military in mid/late 2015 in Bama town. It was one of a number of
so-called “satellite camps” established by the military in towns recaptured from
SECONDARY ) .
Boko Haram. In December 2017, IDPs in Bama Hospital camp were relocated to
SCHOOL CAMP ;
a new camp in the Secondary School complex of Bama town.
CIVILIAN JTF Civilian Joint Task Force — a civilian militia set up by the Borno state authorities in

GIWA BARRACKS

IDP

LGA

NEMA

RECAPTURED
TOWNS

SATELLITE CAMPS

SEMA

2013. The Civilian JTF has worked closely with the security forces in Borno state
by identifying and helping to arrest Boko Haram members. In practice, they fall
under military command.

The largest military detention facility that Amnesty International is aware of in
Borno state is Giwa barracks, in the state capital of Maiduguri.

Internally displaced persons(s) - persons or groups of persons who have been
forced or obliged to flee or to leave their homes or places of habitual residence, in
particular as a result of or in order to avoid the effects of armed conflict, situations
of generalized violence, violations of human rights or natural or human-made
disasters, and who have not crossed an internationally recognized state border.

A Local Government Area (LGA) is a local administrative structure in Nigeria.
There are 27 LGAs that make up Borno state.

National Emergency Management Agency (NEMA), the Nigerian federal disaster
management agency.

At least 15 towns in Borno state, recaptured by Nigerian military from Boko
Haram control from late 2015 to the first half of 2016 including Bama, Banki,
Dikwa, Damboa, Marte, Monguno, Benisheikh and Rann. They remain heavily
militarized garrison towns and continue to be surrounded by areas of ongoing
insecurity. In most cases, these towns can only be reached by civilian actors
travelling in armed convoys or by air.

Camps established by Nigerian military in towns that were recaptured from Boko
Haram’s control. These camps were run by the military in most cases until at
least late June 2016. Currently many are run by the state or federal emergency
management agencies but the military still control many aspects of the lives of
the IDPs living in these camps.

State Emergency Management Agency (SEMA), the state disaster management
agency.
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CONFLICT AND DISPLACEMENT IN NORTH-EAST NIGERIA
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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

“I fled my village of Gala Kura when the [Nigerian] air force
started hombing it. We were about ten families who agreed to
leave together. We were 10 men, 30 women and about 50
children... So many of our group that fled together that day
are now dead. Of the children, not more than ten are still
alive. The others all died in Bama Hospital camp, or in Giwa
barracks.”

30-year-old Maya (not her real name), who fled her home in early 2016.!

Since early 2015, the Nigerian military has carried out intensive operations and recaptured vast swathes of
territory that had come under the control of Boko Haram in the north-east of the country. However, instead
of “freeing” hundreds of thousands of people who had been trapped in these areas, the military has carried
out systematic patterns of violence and abuse against this population, including war crimes and possible
crimes against humanity. Women have been affected in disproportionate and gender-specific ways, and
continue to face ongoing discrimination and violence.

This report examines in detail what happened to the group of people, especially women, who fled or were
forced from rural towns and villages that had been controlled by Boko Haram, as the military intensified its
operations. First-hand testimonies describe the appalling actions of the Nigerian authorities, which may be
linked to suspicion that some might be associated with the armed group.

Amnesty International conducted over 250 in-depth individual interviews over a period of almost two years
from June 2016 to April 2018. This included 141 people (mostly women and girls) who lived in camps for
internally displaced persons (IDPs), and 71 people (including 48 women and girls) who had been detained
by the military in Giwa barracks, the main military detention facility in Borno state (the state most affected by
conflict and displacement). It also included approximately 40 people who were currently or had been
working in the humanitarian response operations in north-east Nigeria.

Amnesty International researchers conducted interviews in person in Maiduguri, the Borno state capital, or
over Skype with IDPs now living in displacement in or around Maiduguri (or with humanitarian workers in
Maiduguri, Abuja or other locations). In March 2018, a delegate visited Bama town and conducted
additional interviews. Researchers have also reviewed scores of reports, video evidence and satellite imagery
of camps and of Giwa barracks.

! Amnesty International interview, March 2018.
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In February 2018, Amnesty International wrote to the Nigerian authorities, sharing initial findings and asking
for additional information on steps taken to address the concerns. Three Freedom of Information Act
requests were also made at this time. Apart from an acknowledgment, no other responses were provided.

FORCED TO “SATELLITE CAMPS”

Between mid-2015 and mid-2016, the military set up 14 so-called “satellite camps” for IDPs in key towns
they recaptured from Boko Haram, mostly in Borno state. They ordered people to come to these camps from
the surrounding areas, where Boko Haram was still operating. In the town of Bama, for example, once the
largest population centre in Borno state after Maiduguri, the military established a camp in a destroyed
hospital compound known as “Bama Hospital camp”, and IDPs began arriving by October 2015.

Scores of IDPs from different rural locations across Borno told Amnesty International that they had come to
the satellite camps because they had been forced to do so by the military. They said that when the military
conducted operations in their villages, they burnt down homes and opened fire at remaining residents
indiscriminately. Many of these women and men said that they had suffered brutally under Boko Haram,
and were hoping to be rescued — only to find themselves attacked by the military.

Others said that the military arrived in their villages and ordered or physically took them to the recaptured
towns, or they fled pre-emptively as they had heard that the military were conducting operations in
neighbouring villages and attacking people who had remained in their homes. Amnesty International has
satellite images that confirm many of these rural villages have been burnt down.

While the movement of people from villages to the recaptured towns has since slowed pace, it has not
stopped, and researchers received ongoing reports of the military attacking residents indiscriminately in rural
villages, and forcibly taking people to the satellite camps.

The forced displacement of civilians is a violation of international humanitarian law, except in the limited
circumstances where the security of the civilians involved or imperative military reasons so demand, which
does not appear to have been the case in this context. Those responsible may have committed the war crime
of displacing civilians, and the crime against humanity of forcible transfer of the population.

MASS DETENTION OF MEN

People arriving in the recaptured towns seeking safety had often spent months or years living in or near
areas under Boko Haram control, and were treated with suspicion by the military. The military or Civilian
Joint Task Force (Civilian JTF, a civilian militia who work closely with the Nigerian armed forces) subjected
everyone arriving to a “screening” before they were allowed to proceed to the satellite camp.

According to reports from a number of recaptured towns, these “screenings” often involved separation of
family members, arbitrary detention, and torture and other ill-treatment. Several women also reported being
forced to remove their clothes and stand naked for “screenings” conducted in public. In at least one location
(Bama town), the military detained people in prison cells in overcrowded conditions with inadequate food
and water for several days or more while they were screened, leading to deaths.

Men and boys were often targeted for arbitrary detention in “screening” operations. In at least two
recaptured towns (Bama town and nearby Banki) the military and Civilian JTF separated most men and boys
perceived to be of “fighting age” (roughly 14 to 40) from other people during the “screenings” and detained
them. In most cases, the military appears to have transferred them to Giwa barracks military facility in
Maiduguri, without any individualized assessment of wrongdoing.

In some cases, women told Amnesty International that they saw their family members being blindfolded and
taken away by the military. In other cases, they arrived in the camps but their family members did not follow
them after the “screening”; none received any information from the authorities as to what had happened.

Most women interviewed were still awaiting the return of their husband or other family members, sometimes
as much as two years after they were detained. Their anguish was exacerbated by the lack of any
information as to the whereabouts of their family members, or even if they were still alive.

The arbitrary detention of what may amount to thousands of (mostly) men is unlawful under international
human rights law and has previously been documented by Amnesty International. The failure by the
authorities to provide a mechanism for family members of detainees to obtain information on their
whereabouts and wellbeing, and the denial of information to those who approached the military for
information, has caused mental suffering that constitutes ill-treatment under international human rights law.

CONFINED IN THE CAMPS

As a result of the mass detention of men and boys, the people living in the satellite camps have been
disproportionately women, children and the elderly. The military has imposed severe restrictions on their
ability to enter and exit many of the camps.
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In some satellite camps, including Bama Hospital camp (and Bama Secondary School camp, which
replaced it in in December 2017), in Bama town, IDPs have been prohibited from relocating to other
locations such as Maiduguri. While the security forces sometimes allow men to leave the camp to the
surrounding areas to farm or collect firewood to use and to sell, they have prohibited women doing so. These
restrictions prevent women especially from accessing their own food and livelihood opportunities.

The movement restrictions are imposed in a manner that violates human rights law, and in some instances
the confinement of IDPs to the camp appears to constitute de facto detention.

THOUSANDS STARVED

The conditions across the satellite camps have been deplorable, particularly in the first nine months or year
after the satellite camps began to be set up (around October 2015). As a result, thousands of IDPs died
between late 2015 and mid/late 2016 for lack of food, water and health care.

Tens of women interviewed said that in Bama Hospital camp during this period, they were completely
confined to the camp and the food, water and health care provided was grossly inadequate — they received
no more than a small plate of rice each day which they shared with their dependents. Many also said they
were beaten at water and food distribution points by members of the Civilian JTF who accused them of being
“Boko Haram wives”.

While Amnesty International could not confirm the total number of deaths in the camp during this period
(from late 2015 to June 2016), it believes that at least hundreds and possibly thousands died in this one
camp alone. Women (and men) interviewed consistently reported that 15-30 people died each day from
hunger and sickness over these months. More than half of the women Amnesty International interviewed
said that one or more of their family members had died in the camp, including many who said that one or
more of their children had died. Some women also reported incidents of deaths following beatings by the
Civilian JTF of already malnourished women, elderly or children. Satellite imagery also shows the cemetery
associated with the camp rapidly expanding during this time.

The large number of deaths in Bama Hospital camp were not unique. IDPs who lived in satellite camps in
other recaptured towns including Banki, Dikwa, Monguno, Rann and Benisheikh camps also described high
numbers of daily hunger and sickness deaths, caused by a combination of movement restrictions and lack
of food, water and health care during the same period.

While there was a small humanitarian response operation made up of UN agencies and international NGOs
operating in north-east Nigeria in late 2015 and early 2016, their capacity was limited and in Borno they
were largely focused on providing assistance in Maiduguri and surrounding areas/southern parts of the state.
The assistance they provided was not enough to stem the alarming mortality rates until the international NGO
Medicine Sans Frontiers brought international attention to the crisis in late June 2016. After this point, the
government and the UN humanitarian agencies and partners started scaling-up the provision of
humanitarian assistance, including food assistance, across north-east Nigeria in general and to the satellite
camps specifically. This stabilized and reduced morbidity and mortality rates in many locations.

Despite this, women in many satellite camps have reported facing ongoing barriers accessing adequate food,
exacerbated by continued restrictions on their ability to leave the camps.

In Bama Secondary School camp, IDPs said they are receiving food assistance but that they are still
suffering from hunger and going days without eating between food assistance distributions. Women,
especially those without husbands with them, face particular problems as they have less chance to
supplement the assistance provided. They also do not always control their own assistance packages, which
may be given to their father-in-law on their behalf. Moreover, in some camps, IDPs are not being provided
any assistance, and there are cases of ongoing daily hunger and sickness deaths.

The authorities’ failure to provide IDPs with adequate food, water and health care violates a number of
human rights, including to food, health and to life. This is especially the case where a) the authorities have
confined IDPs to camps, where the administering authorities knew that the conditions were leading to deaths
but have recklessly failed to take any steps to ameliorate the conditions and prevent these deaths; and/or b)
where Civilian JTF members beat already malnourished IDPs resulting in their deaths. Those responsible
may have committed the war crime and possibly the crimes against humanity of killing and of imprisonment.
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T Woman in Banki, April 2017 © Washington Post/Getty images

RAPE IN THE SATELLITE CAMPS

Amnesty International has documented patterns of rape and sexual exploitation occurring in the satellite
camps from late 2015 until the present.

Scores of women (and some men) described how soldiers and Civilian JTF members commonly used force
and threats to rape women and girls, and took advantage of the conditions to coerce women into becoming
their “girlfriends”, which involved being available for sex on an ongoing basis.

Nine women reported cases of rape to Amnesty International. This included five women who told Amnesty
International that they had been raped by soldiers or Civilian JTF members while they had been starving or
near starving in Bama Hospital camp in late 2015 or early 2016. Amnesty International also received recent
reports of rape or attempted rape in the camp.

Ten additional women reported that they had been coerced to become the “girlfriend” to a soldier of the
Civilian JTF in Bama Hospital/Secondary school camp. They said that they were pressured to do this simply
in order to access basic goods needed for survival or to overcome hunger, and because it was impossible to
say no to the demands of the security forces. The coercive environment that was created and taken
advantage of by the soldiers and Civilian JTF meant that consent to sex was not possible.

Women interviewed have also described how soldiers and Civilian JTF created an organized system to inflict
sexual violence in Bama Hospital and Secondary School camps. The Civilian JTF members select women in
the camp and take them to soldiers for sex. Four women said that the layout of Bama Secondary School
camp was designed to make sexual exploitation easier, by separating young women from their in-laws and
other people in the camp. Women have said that if they complain, they risk being called a “Boko Haram
wife” and facing reprisals.

The Soldiers and Civilian JTF members who used force, or created or took advantage of a coercive
circumstances, to have sex with women in the camps have committed the crime of rape. Because of the
circumstances in which these crimes were committed, those responsible may have committed the war crime
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and crime against humanity of rape. If the Civilian JTF members benefited through selecting and taking
women to soldiers for sex, such as being rewarded by the soldiers involved, they may also have committed
the crime against humanity of enforced prostitution.

ARBITRARY DETENTION OF WOMEN AND GIRLS

As well as the many thousands confined in satellite camps, at least hundreds of women and girls have also
been detained on arrival in the recaptured towns or during military operations and detained in deplorable
conditions in Giwa barracks in Maiduguri.

None of the women released from detention that Amnesty International interviewed had never been charged
with a crime, or given any opportunity to challenge the lawfulness of their detention in front of a judge, or
knew of any other women detained with them who had been. The vast majority had spent between six
months and two years in detention. The few who were given any reason were told they were detained
because they were a “Boko Haram wife” without any further explanation.

Amnesty International identified a pattern among the detained women and girls that included the following
categories:

1) Victims of abduction or forced marriage by Boko Haram members — Amnesty International
interviewed 11 women and girls who said that they were victims of such abuses, but had been
detained by the military after they were found in or near Boko Haram camps during military
operations or admitted to having lived in such locations during “screenings”. Most reported being
treated as presumed Boko Haram members from the moment they were detained, and said they
were beaten while being questioned.

2) Women who arrived in the recaptured towns unaccompanied by their husbands — Amnesty
International interviewed 12 women who said they were arrested because they fled seeking safety
to Bama town without their husbands. Some said they were explicitly accused of hiding the fact
that they had Boko Haram husbands they had “left in the bush”, although the authorities appeared
to have no evidence to support such claims. The women each explained to researchers that they
had husbands who had been displaced ahead of them for reasons including because they felt it
would be safer to flee Boko Haram areas separately, or because they stayed behind in their village
a little longer to care for sick family members or to give birth.

3) Women who had a family member accused of being a Boko Haram member were detained, even
though they were not accused of committing a crime themselves. Amnesty International
interviewed 12 women who appeared to have been detained purely for this reason.

Twelve of the women Amnesty International interviewed were under 18 when they were detained. The
majority of those interviewed had been detained with their young children.

At least five women died in the cells in Giwa barracks between 2015 and 2017, and 32 children died in
2016 and 2017 combined (mostly in 2016). Nine women interviewed gave birth while in detention, seven of
whom reported doing so in their overcrowded dirty cell with no assistance.

At its peak, former detainees reported that around 1,000 women and girls were detained in Giwa at the start
of 2017. Most of these women and girls were released in a series of mass releases, the last of which was in
January 2018. Several people released at this time reported to Amnesty International that 10 girls remained
in detention in Giwa barracks, and have not been charged with any crime. Amnesty International is also
concerned that other women and girls might since have been detained by the military, and has also received
unconfirmed reports indicating that women and girls remain in other military facilities in Borno state.

These detentions are arbitrary under international human rights law and are not permitted by international
humanitarian law. The detention conditions also breached a number of international humanitarian law and
international human rights law standards. Individuals responsible for detaining women and girls in Giwa
barracks and administering their detention may have committed the war crimes and crimes against
humanity of detention, murder and torture and other ill-treatment.

RECOMMENDATIONS

The Nigerian federal and Borno state government, with the support of donors, UN humanitarian agencies
and NGOs, must urgently increase the food assistance to IDPs in the north-east, including to those currently
located in the satellite camps, and efforts to ensure that the food provided reaches all intended beneficiaries.
They must also ensure that the amount of food assistance provided, the type of assistance provided and the
distribution mechanisms used are appropriate and accessible for all IDPs including female-headed-
households.
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The federal and Borno state government must immediately close all unofficial and secret places of detention
facilities such as Giwa barracks and Bama prison. All detainees must be transferred to civilian custody,
where they must be released unless they are charged with a recognisable criminal offence and given a fair
trial.

The federal government must ensure accountability for the violations of international human rights law and
international humanitarian law, and the possible war crimes and crimes against humanity committed by
soldiers and Civilian JTF members. As a first step, they should release the report of the Presidential
Investigation Panel that reviewed compliance of the armed forces with human rights obligations, which was
reportedly finalised in February 2018, and implement its recommendations in a transparent manner. In
addition to bringing those responsible for violations to justice, they must also establish a reparations
program, in consultation with civil society and affected communities, with special consideration given to the
violations women have faced and the forms of reparation that would be accessible and meaningful to them.

¥ A 15-year-old mother cries next to the body of her six-month-old daughter at their home in Banki, on 28 September 2016. Her daughter was brought into the
MSF clinic suffering from severe malaria as well as malnutrition. Hours later she passed away in need of a blood transfusion that was too complicated for the clinic to
perform. © Jane Hahn
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2. METHODOLOGY

This report is focused on the Nigerian authorities’ treatment of people who lived in villages and towns under
Boko Haram control, and who fled or were forced from their homes following military operations from mid-
2015. It covers the period until 1 May 2018.

It investigates how men and women were forced from their homes in rural areas of Borno state. It also
focuses on the human rights violations committed against women and girls in so-called “satellite camps”,
established by the military to host them, as well as the arbitrary detention and mistreatment of women and
girls in military detention.

Amnesty International conducted over 250 in-depth, private interviews for this report.

Interviewees included 141 displaced people, including 83 women and 34 men who lived or are living in the
satellite camps.

Amnesty International focused a case study on the satellite camp in Bama town, Bama Local Government

Area (LGA). Bama town had been Borno State’s second most populated town before the conflict, after the

state capital of Maiduguri. Researchers interviewed 60 people who had been or were currently living in the
satellite camp in Bama town — first in Bama Hospital camp, and after December 2017, in Bama Secondary
School camp (which replaced Bama Hospital camp).

Researchers also interviewed people who were living or had lived in satellite camps in other towns in Borno
state, including in Banki (Bama LGA), Rann (Kala Balge LGA), Damboa (Damboa LGA), Dikwa (Dikwa LGA),
Benisheikh (Kaga LGA), Gajiram (Nganzai LGA) and Monguno (Monguno LGA). These interviews indicated
that the human rights violations identified in Bama town are likely to have been carried out on a wider scale.
Interviews were also conducted with 24 people who had fled their homes before Boko Haram took control of
their towns and villages, and who lived in IDP camps in Maiduguri and surrounding areas.

Amnesty International also interviewed 48 women and girls who had been detained in Giwa barracks military
detention facility, the main military detention facility in Borno state, located in Maiduguri. These women had
been detained by the military while fleeing their homes, or in their villages during military operations. Most
had been released from military detention in late 2016, over the course of 2017, or in January 2018.2
Researchers also interviewed 15 men and eight boys who had been detained in Giwa and had information
about women in detention.

Amnesty International conducted most of these interviews in Maiduguri through identifying people who had
been able to visit or relocate from the satellite camps, and who had been released from detention. Some of
these interviews were face-to-face during missions in September and December 2016, September 2017 and
March 2018, and others were conducted over Skype. In March 2018, an Amnesty International delegate
also visited Bama Secondary School camp (which replaced Bama Hospital camp) in Bama town and carried
out interviews there.

The vast majority of the women and men interviewed were Kanuri, the dominant ethnic group in Borno state.
Twenty-two were Shuwa Arab herders and six were Gamergu.

Forty interviews were conducted with individuals who were or had been involved in the humanitarian
response operations, including members of UN humanitarian agencies, international NGOs and national civil
society organizations, based in Maiduguri and Abuja.® Amnesty International also met with officials within the

2 At the time this report was issued, this was the last known date of release of detainees from Giwa barracks.
3 Some of these interviews were also conducted over the course of 2015 and early 2016.
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National Emergency Management Agency (NEMA), as well as the Nigerian Human Rights Commission
(NHRC).

Amnesty International reviewed scores of reports, press statements, meeting minutes and other documents
from the military, government and humanitarian actors, and reviewed videos and photos provided by
humanitarian workers, journalists, internally displaced people and other contacts. In addition, Amnesty
International reviewed satellite images of Bama Hospital, Banki, Dikwa and Rann camps for internally
displaced people, and of Giwa detention facility.

In order to protect the security and respect the confidentiality of people who spoke to Amnesty International,
all testimonies have been anonymized. In some cases, additional details such as village of origin have been
omitted. Details which would make women easy to locate have been removed in each of the detention cases.
Several women released from detention mentioned to researchers they had been warned not to speak to
anyone about their experiences in detention.

Some of the women and men that Amnesty International spoke to from rural areas of Borno state did not
have a clear sense of dates. Where possible, Amnesty International confirmed the dates by referring to
external and contextual events (such as dates of military recapture of nearby towns and religious
celebrations such as Ramadan) or by triangulating with other sources. There are some cases where dates of
events remain approximate and are stated so in the report.

In February 2018, Amnesty International contacted Tukur Yusuf Buratai, Nigeria's Chief of Army Staff,
Abubakar Malami San, the Federal Minister of Justice, Ayoade Alakija, the Chief Humanitarian Coordinator
in the Federal Ministry of Budget and Planning, Ibrahim Idris Kpotum, the Inspector General of the Police,
Fanta Baba Shehu, the Borno Minister for Women's Affairs, and Kashim Shettima, the Borno State Governor.
The organization shared a summary of the report findings and asked for information on a number of
concerns raised. In three instances, the request for information was issued in line with the Nigerian Freedom
of Information Act. As of 1 May 2018, no responses had been received.*

This report builds on earlier reports released by Amnesty International on violations by Boko Haram® and the
Nigerian military,® including on arbitrary detention and detention conditions in Giwa barracks.”

4 The armed forces responded requesting that Amnesty International re-direct it's communications on issues pertaining to the Nigerian army to the Federal
Ministry of Justice.

5 Amnesty International, “’Our job is to shoot, slaughter and kill' Boko Haram’s reign of terror in north-east Nigeria” (hereafter: “Our job is to shoot, slaughter and
kill”) April 2015, AFR 44/1360/2015 available from www.amnesty.org/en/documents/afr44/1360/2015/en/. www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2017/09/lake-chad-
region-boko-harams-renewed-campaign-sparks-sharp-rise-in-civilian-deaths/; Amnesty International, “Keep away from schools or we'll kill you: right to education
under attack in Nigeria”, October 2013, AFR 44/019/2013, available at: www.amnesty.org/en/documents/AFR44/019/2013/en/; see also “Nigera: Trapped in a
cycle of violence”, November 2012, AFR 44/043/2012, available at: www.amnesty.org/en/documents/AFR44/043/2012/en/.

¢ Amnesty International, “Stars on their shoulders, blood on their hands: War Crimes Committed by the Nigerian Military” June 2015, AFR 44/1657/2015
www.amnesty.org/en/documents/afr44/1657/2015/en/; (hereafter: “Stars on their Shoulders); see also Nigera: Trapped in a Cycle of violence, November 2012,
AFR 44/043/2012, available at: www.amnesty.org/en/documents/AFR44/043/2012/en/.

7 Amnesty International, May 2016, “If you see it, you will cry: Life and death in Giwa barracks” (hereafter “If you see it, you will cry”)
www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2016/05/nigeria-babies-and-children-dying-in-military-detention/; and Amnesty International, 'Welcome to hell fire', torture in
Nigeria, September 2014, AFR 44/021/2014, www.amnesty.org/en/documents/AFR44/011/2014/en/.
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3. CONFLICT IN THE
NORTH-EAST

3.1 CONFLICT

The conflict in north-east Nigeria began in 2009 when the insurgent movement Jama’atu Ahlis Sunna
Lidda’awati wal-Jihad, popularly known as Boko Haram, started its violent campaign.

Boko Haram was established in 2002 in north-east Nigeria as a religious movement committed to a society
based on its interpretation of Islam. After clashes in 2009 between the Nigerian security forces and Boko
Haram’s members, and the extrajudicial execution of their leader Mohammed Yusuf, the group began
revenge attacks against the police in 2010. Their attacks increasingly targeted civilians, and from 2012 the
group attacked schools, teachers and students to prevent people from receiving a “western” education.

In mid-2013, state security forces, with assistance from the Civilian Joint Task Force (Civilian JTF), a state-

sponsored civilian militia, pushed Boko Haram out of the cities and towns of north-east Nigeria where they

had lived among the population. Boko Haram moved to remote communities, such as their headquarters in
Sambisa forest in Borno state, and launched raids on towns and villages across the state and neighbouring
regions with increasing ferocity.®

From July 2014, Boko Haram started taking control of large swathes of territory in north-east Nigeria. At its
peak, their control extended across most of Borno state (excluding Maiduguri and the southern-most part of
the state), northern Adamawa and into eastern Yobe states.®

In the course of the conflict, Boko Haram has killed thousands of civilians -- through bombing crowded
markets and roadblocks, during attacks on towns and villages, and in areas under its control to punish
individuals for perceived transgressions of the group’s rules. They killed and forcibly recruited boys and
young men, and abducted boys, girls and women, in particular.®

While the abduction of large numbers of girls from schools has sometimes received international attention,
such attacks are not isolated incidents.!! Boko Haram has reportedly abducted at least 4,000 boys, girls and
women since 2009, and trapped tens of thousands more when it took control of towns in the north-east. 12
An unknown number remain under its control.

& Amnesty International has extensively documented abuses committed by Boko Haram fighters, concluding that they amount to war crimes and crimes against
humanity. See for example Amnesty International, ‘Our job is to shoot, slaughter and kill’, which contains information on Boko Haram'’s organizational structure,
recruitment tactics and resources, and details abuses committed by the group from 2013 to 2015.

9 Amnesty International, “Our job is to shoot, slaughter and kill”.

10 Amnesty International, “Our job is to shoot, slaughter and Kill”.

1 Amnesty International has undertaken ongoing campaigning for the release of girls abducted from Chibok and Dapchi. See for example:
www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2017/04/nigeria-chibok-anniversary-a-chilling-reminder-of-boko-harams-ongoing-scourge-of-abductions/.

12 SEE FOR EXAMPLE, OFFICE OF THE SRSG FOR CHILDREN AND ARMED CONFLICT, “NIGERIA: FIRST REPORT ON CHILDREN AND ARMED CONFLICT
DETAILS VIOLATIONS SUFFERED BY CHILDREN AS A RESULT OF BOKO HARAM'S INSURGENCY AND ENSUING CONFLICT”, MAY 2017, P13 AT
RELIEFWEB.INT/SITES/RELIEFWEB.INT/FILES/RESOURCES/N1709682.PDF.
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WOMEN'S LIVES IN AREAS UNDER BOKO HARAM CONTROL

Boko Haram imposed repressive rules on populations under its control, and prohibited people from
leaving its territory without permission. Basic activities like obtaining food and gaining a livelihood often
became immensely difficult due to overwhelming restrictions.® Women were not allowed out of their
homes without an “acceptable” reason. Women reported being flogged when caught breaking this rule.

Women and girls who were abducted or living in towns and villages under Boko Haram control were
often forced into marriage with men from among Boko Haram’s members.'# Parents who refused to
allow their daughters to be married were also punished. Two women from villages near Bama town
showed Amnesty International scars and disfigurement on their arms, and said that they had been tied
up and flogged for refusing to let Boko Haram members marry their young daughters. '

Women forcibly married to Boko Haram members were raped. Women and girls who were not married
to Boko Haram members but were under the group’s control were also raped. ¢ Wives of Boko Haram
members were kept inside their homes, except for participating in classes on the Qur'an, and were
responsible for domestic tasks. In some cases, women and girls were trained as fighters. Many women
and girls were forced to join Boko Haram'’s campaign of violence, including being forced into suicide
bombings.”

name), who fled her home in a village in
Gulumba district in Bama LGA in early
2017, told Amnesty International that
life under Boko Haram was a nightmare
especially after her husband escaped
ahead of the family to find a safe place
for them to go. She said:

after the children alone. I had to go to the

fields if | was going to feed them. | went

to Boko Haram and | said to them that

they should let me go to the fields

T “Hauwa”, September 2017 © Amnesty International because no-one gives me food. They said

no, it is forbidden. But | had no choice. |

had to go to the fields. So | would sneak out. Three times, they caught me. They flogged me with sticks as
a punishment. They had guns, and they threatened to shoot me. But I had to keep going. What forced me
to flee was that they wanted to marry one of my children. | have a ten-year-old daughter and they came
and said they wanted to marry her to one of them. | said she is too young, she is still a child... They told
me to get ready and prepare myself for giving her to them for marriage. So I fled that night with her and
my six other children. | ran towards Bama town. '

Many women told Amnesty International that they had witnessed executions of people in their villages by

Boko Haram members for “transgressing” the group’s rules. They included seven women who said that
they had witnessed executions of family members or neighbours after unsuccessful escape attempts.
One woman from Marya town in Dikwa LGA told Amnesty International that when Boko Haram found
out that the family was planning to flee their home in mid-2017, “they came to the house to meet my
son. They said ‘we heard about your plans of running away’. They went outside, gathered people, and
shot my son. They said it should be a lesson to others.”!° Several other women told of brutal beatings
they had received, including as punishment after their family members escaped.?

Twenty-five-year-old Hauwa (not her real

“After my hushand was gone, | had to look

13 Amnesty International, “Our job is to shoot, slaughter and kill”.
4 Amnesty International, “Our job is to shoot, slaughter and kill”. Between June 2016 and April 2018, Amnesty International also spoke to six women who said

they had been forcibly married to Boko Haram members, and numerous women who said they fled to protect their daughters from forced marriage. Some women

said Boko Haram tried to force them into marriages with members even though they were already married, after their husbands had fled ahead of them.
> Amnesty International interviews, December 2016 and September 2017.
6 Amnesty International, “Our job is to shoot, slaughter and kill”.

7 See e.g. www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2015/04/nigeria-abducted-women-and-girls-forced-to-join-boko-haram-attacks/, and Amnesty International “Our job is

to shoot, slaughter and kill”.
8 Amnesty International interview, September 2017.
9 Amnesty International interview, March 2018.

20 Amnesty International interviews, June 2016-April 2018. One woman from Bakari village, Bama LGA, showed her scarred arms to researchers, and said she was
tied with a rope and beaten as punishment after her son escape; Amnesty International interview, August 2016. Another woman said she witnessed the execution

by stoning of two women in her village of Dawjeri, Bama LGA, for having “relations outside of marriage”; Amnesty International interview, September 2017.
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T Stills taken from a video showing the aftermath of a military operation in Bama local government area around June 2015. The video shows how what appear to
be soldiers and members of the Civilian JTF burning corpses of what are likely dead Boko Haram suspects. Amnesty International received various capies of this video
from different sources, including a military source. © Private

The Nigerian armed forces have also committed serious violations of international humanitarian law and
human rights law in the context of the armed conflict. As of June 2015, Amnesty International had
documented that the Nigerian military had extra-judicially executed more than 1,200 people in the course of
the conflict and arbitrarily arrested at least 20,000.%!

Men and women told Amnesty International that they had been trapped in the cycle of violence and faced
impossible ultimatums from government forces as well as Boko Haram. A 52-year-old man from Grosoye
village in Bama LGA told Amnesty International that during 2014

“We [would] get attacks by Boko Haram and the Nigerian army all the time [...] If you join the Civilian JTF,
Boko Haram will come and kill you and burn your house; on the other hand, if you don’t join the Civilian JTF,
the army will say you're Boko Haram. They’ll arrest you, kill you and burn your house. We were confused. We
didn’t know what to do.”?

In early 2015, the Nigerian military, in coordination with the armed forces of Cameroon, Chad and Niger,
launched a major counter-offensive against Boko Haram.?3 By March 2015, the Nigerian military announced
they had recaptured a number of towns that had been under Boko Haram control, including the destroyed
and deserted Bama town (in Bama LGA), which once was home to approximately 250,000 people, the
second largest population centre in Borno state after Maiduguri.?* The military established bases in these
towns and then continued their operations in the surrounding rural villages.

Military operations against Boko Haram are still ongoing in north-east Nigeria, particularly in more remote
and rural areas.?® The recaptured towns were — and still are — heavily fortified by the military, in otherwise
insecure areas of ongoing fighting. In many cases, there is only a small perimeter of several kilometres
outside the town that is secured and under the control of the military. The recaptured towns are otherwise
mostly disconnected — from Maiduguri and neighbouring areas that are under the control of the civilian
authorities, as well as from each other. They are often difficult to access except via helicopter or land travel
in military-escorted convoys.

2l Amnesty International, “Stars on their shoulders”.

22 Amnesty International interview, September 2016.

2 Amnesty International, “Stars on their Shoulders”.

24 Defence Headquarters, 27 March 2015 “Update on counter terrorism campaign: military takes Gwoza the terrorists phantom caliphate headquarters”;
defenceinfo.mil.ng/update-on-counterterrorism-campaign-military-takes-gwoza-the-terrorists-phantom-caliphateheadquarters/#sthash. 6ROBmzJJ.dpuf Defence
Headquarters, 17 March 2015. “Troops finally rout terrorists from Bama and last stronghold in Yobe.”; defenceinfo.mil.ng/troops-finally-rout-terrorists-from-bama-
and-last-stronghold-in- yobe/; Daily Trust, 12 March 2015. “Troops retake Bama, 35 towns”; dailytrust.com.ng/daily/top-stories/49259-troops-retake-bama-35-
towns.

2 For more information, see: “Updates: Operaation Lafiya Dole, at: www.army.mil.ng/.
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3.2 DISPLACEMENT PATTERNS

The displacement crisis began in 2014, when over a million people in north-east Nigeria fled insecurity and
attacks by Boko Haram towards state capitals.?® Borno was the most affected state, hosting more than
670,000 IDPs by February 2015, mostly in Maiduguri.?’

A second wave of displacement started from late 2015, this time following the increased military operations.
Hundreds of thousands of people are estimated to have fled or been forced from their homes in rural villages
from areas that had been under Boko Haram control.?® Unlike those who had fled before them (to the state
capitals), most people displacing at this time relocated to the nearby larger towns that had already been
secured by the military.?® The rate of this displacement was at its highest in late 2015 and early 2016, and
by mid-2016 there had been displacements towards recaptured main towns in at least 15 Borno LGAs.3°
Displacement from rural areas to the recaptured towns continued until the time of writing, albeit at a slower
pace.

As of January 2018, a total of almost 1.8 million people were living in displacement in the north-east,
including over 1.3 million in Borno state.3!

SATELLITE CAMPS ESTABLISHED

During late 2015, the military established so-called “satellite camps” in recaptured LGA towns to host
arriving IDPs. These camps were managed by the military, with the support of the Civilian Joint Task Force
(Civilian JTF, a civilian militia who support the military), who live inside the camps.

In Bama town, the military turned a hospital complex that had been destroyed by Boko Haram into a camp
known as Bama Hospital camp. A de facto camp was set up in nearby Banki town, also in Bama LGA, where
the military directed arriving displaced people to abandoned homes in an area of the town which was
cordoned off.

By April 2016, the National Emergency Management Agency (NEMA) reported that around 216,000 IDPs
were living in 14 satellite camps, mostly in Borno LGA. The camps with the largest IDP population were
reported to be in Ngala town, with over 70,000 IDPs; Dikwa town, with over 50,000; and Bama and Damboa
towns, both with over 25,000.32 Some 15,000 IDPs also lived in Banki town. A stark effect of such mass
displacement was that some towns, such as Bama and Banki, became empty aside from the IDPs, the
military and the Civilian JTF, as residents from the town fled, were detained or were also relocated into the
satellite camps. 33

During late 2015 and the first half of 2016, the military controlled the satellite camps with little oversight and
scant support from the civilian authorities. As documented in this report, the situation for people living in the
camps during this period was deplorable and at least hundreds and more likely thousands of IDPs died from
hunger and sickness during this time. The situation only started to improve after June 2016.

These improvements appear to have been catalysed in June 2016 by 1) the Borno state Governor organizing
for medical evacuations and additional assistance to some of the satellite camps,3* and 2) the international
attention that stemmed from a press statement by the NGO Médecins Sans Frontieres (MSF) highlighting the
“humanitarian catastrophe” in Bama Hospital camp and in the satellite camps in general after they visited
on 21 June 2016.3%> MSF’s statement was described by the head of one prominent NGO working in north-
east Nigeria as “a game changer”.3¢

2 10M Displacement Tracking Matrix | DTM Round II, February 2015, available at:
reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/01%20DTM %20Round %2011 %20Report%20F ebruary%202015.pdf Data was only collected from Maiduguri, Jere
and Biu, so may not have captured displacement within and between other LGAs.

27 10M Displacement Tracking Matrix | DTM Round Il, February 2015.

2 OCHA, Humanitarian Needs Overview for 2017, November 2016, at: reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ocha_nga 2017 hno_13012017.pdf.

2 OCHA, Humanitarian Needs Overview for 2017.

30 These are: Kukuwa, Nganzai, Monguno, Marte, Ngala, Kala/Balge, Dikwa, Mafa, Bama, Konduga, Kaga, Damboa, Gwoza, Biu, and Askira/Uba LGAs. UNICEF,
2016, map of newly accessible LGAs (showing displaced children and child protection proposed response areas), at:
reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/estimated children in_satellite_campsborno_state. pdf.

31 10M Displacement Tracking Matrix | DTM Round XXI, February 2018, available at: drive.google.com/file/d/180gXXFZbWF3VOJVtkNp6vGtUykUPXDgQ/view
32 NEMA PRESS STATEMENT, “1,934,765 IDPS LIVE IN FORMAL CAMPS, HOST COMMUNITIES AND SATELLITE CAMPS”, 24 APRIL 2016, AT:
RELIEFWEB.INT/REPORT/NIGERIA/1934765-IDPS-LIVE-FORMAL-CAMPS-HOST-COMMUNITIES-AND-SATELLITE-CAMPS.

33 Amnesty International interviews, June 2016 to April 2018.

3 Amnesty International interviews, June 2016 to April 2018, with both IDPs and humanitarian officials.

35 MSF, “At least 24,000 IDPs displaced in dire health situation in Bama” 22 June 2016, at: www.msf.org/en/article/nigeria-least-24000-displaced-people-dire-
health-situation-bama.

36 Amnesty International interview, NGO official, March 2017. A number of other humanitarian officials also referred to the MSF statement in such a way.
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'l\A woman and her child in an IDP camp in Maiduguri, Borno state, May 2018 © Amnesty International

Several hundred thousand people currently live in the now approximately 50 satellite camps in recaptured
LGA towns in Borno.®” In most of the Borno camps, including the satellite camps, humanitarian agencies
are now providing monthly food assistance distributions (or complementing assistance provided by the
authorities).3® In February 2018, the International Organisation for Migration (IOM) reported that 92% of
IDPs living in IDP sites in Borno reported that they had access to food on site, and another 5% off-site
(mostly in the form of cash transfers or food distributions).3°

Concerns remain, however, as to the availability and adequacy of the food assistance even in the sites where
it is being distributed. In the same IOM survey, IDPs in 70% of IDP sites surveyed reported food to be their
largest unmet need.*® UNICEF have reported that unless remedial actions are taken, an estimated 400,000
children in 14 Borno LGAs will be severely malnourished in 2018.4

The satellite camps remain heavily militarized. While the military no longer officially run the satellite camps
(most are reported to now be run by the federal or disaster management agencies, by NGOs, or do not have
any management at all),*? they continue to control a number of facets of the lives of IDPs living within them.
Aside from the emergency management agencies, in many cases the civilian authorities have not returned
(or not fully returned) to the recaptured towns,*® and the military and Civilian JTF continue to fill the gaps left
in governance and law and order, including policing. The military also make decisions about the level of
freedom of IDPs have to enter and exit the camp.4*

37 In 15 Borno LGAs, including 2 camps in Bama LGA (one in Bama town and one in Banki town), 13 in Dikwa, 12 in Monguno, 12 in Damboa, 11 in Nganzai, 2 in
Ngala and 1 in Kala Balge LGAs, according to the Displacement Tracking Matrix | DTM Round XXI, February 2018, available at:
drive.google.com/file/d/180gXXFZbWF3VOJVtkNpbvGtUykUPXDgQ/lview.

38 As of December 2017, the WFP-led food security sector reported that international humanitarian agencies and the authorities together reached approximately
two million people in need in the north-east with food assistance (either in kind, or through cash grants). See WFP. December 2017, Nigeria Situation report,
available at: _docs.wfp.org/api/documents/41377199dc654839a28c42ab6e57dcba/download/? ga=2.77577878.2076375519.1519827663-
23050965.1492545801.

39 Displacement Tracking Matrix | DTM Round XXI, February 2018.

0 Displacement Tracking Matrix | DTM Round XXI, February 2018.

41 Humanitarian Response Plan 2018 for Nigeria, December 2017, reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/2018 hrp_v5.4.pdf.

“2 Displacement Tracking Matrix | DTM Round XXI, February 2018. Only approximately a third of the camps in the north-east are reported to have any site
management, most of these by the government (mostly the federal and disaster management agencies) or NGOs. Food support is reportedly provided to 90 per
cent of all displacement sites, and water and sanitation support to 77 per cent of the sites. This data is not desegregated for the satellite camps. For profiles of IDP
sites as of February 2018, see DTM Nigeria Site Profiles Borno, at: nigeria.iom.int/dtm-february-2018.

4 See e.g. OCHA, Fact Sheet NE Nigeria: Bama, Bama LGA, January 2018, at: reliefweb.int/report/nigeria/fact-sheet-ne-nigeria-bama-bama-lga-05-january-2018;
OCHA, Fact Sheet NE Nigeria: Pulka, Gwoza LGA, November 2017, at:

reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/31102017 nga borno_pulka_factsheet original.pdf, and OCHA, Fact Sheet NE Nigeria, Rann, Kala/Balge LGA,
November 2017 at: reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/31102017 nga borno_rann_factsheet 0.pdf.

“ As noted by ICRC for example, NEMA authorities and LGA Chairmen are usually involved in allocating passes at the camps, but the military retains control over
the daily limit and any additional restrictions on movement. See ICRC, “operationalizing the Kampala Convention: internal displacement in north-east Nigeria”

December 2016, at: fscluster.org/sites/default/files/documents/icrc_abj internal displacement in_north east nigeria_november 2016.pdf. Recent interviews with
IDPs indicate that the military has retained this authority.
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4. EMPTYING VILLAGES
AND DIVIDING FAMILIES

“The soldiers, they betrayed us, they said that we should
come out of from our villages. They said it would be safer and
that they would give us a secure place to stay. But when we
came, they hetrayed us. They detained our husbands and
then they raped us women.

35-year-old Yakura (not her real name), who fled her home in Andara village in December 2016.%

Amnesty international has documented a pattern since late 2015 in which people living in rural areas have
been forced by the military to leave their homes and relocate to the nearest recaptured LGA town. Each
person arriving in the recaptured towns has then been subject to a “screening” operation by the military.
During this process, large numbers of people, mostly men, have been detained and transferred to military
detention facilities, such as Giwa barracks in the Borno state capital of Maiduguri, where many have
remained detained for prolonged periods. Only those who “passed” the screening (mostly women and girls,
young boys and older men) have been permitted to proceed to the satellite camps.

4.1 FORCED DISPLACEMENT

Displaced people interviewed have given a range of reasons they fled to the satellite camps from late 2015
until the present.

Twenty-eight told Amnesty International they came to the satellite camps for protection against Boko
Haram.“6 In most of these cases, they said they had suffered greatly under Boko Haram’s control, but had
not dared to try to escape earlier for fear of being killed or because they were afraid that Boko Haram would
carry out reprisals against their family members. The military operations, or the presence of the military
nearby, had finally made it possible for them to flee. In many of these cases, people interviewed reported
that they took great risks in fleeing their villages, which were still under Boko Haram control, and did so as
Boko Haram members were trying to forcibly recruit their children or forcibly marry their daughters.

% Amnesty International interview, May 2018.

4 Including IDPs from Bama, Monguno, Dikwa, Benisheikh, Damboa, and Marte LGAs. Amnesty International interviews, June 2016-April 2018. Most of the
Shuwa Arabs that researchers spoke to reported that they had fled from Boko Haram.

47 Amnesty International interviews, June 2016-April 2018.
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TSatellite imagery from 29 February 2016 shows Budumri village, approximately 17 kilometres southwest of Bama town, was recently razed. Environmental
sensors on NASA satellites also detected a hotspot over Budumri on 8 February 2016, suggesting that was when the village was razed. Since 17 October 2014, the
village appears to have expanded which is likely related to the movement of IDPs in the area. The new areas are highlighted in blue.

However, Amnesty International has also documented a pattern across several LGAs in Borno state where
people left their villages not because of Boko Haram violence but because they were forced to do so by the
military or feared attack by the military if they did not.

Fifty-seven IDPs interviewed gave this as the primary reason they had fled to the satellite camps. Of these,
36 said they fled to the satellite camps after the military bombed or opened fire indiscriminately on residents,
and/or set their homes alight, killing men, women and children who were not involved with Boko Haram. 48
The military often ordered or otherwise made it clear to residents they would not be safe unless they went to
the satellite camps. Eight reported that government military forces came to their villages and ordered all

4 Amnesty International interviews, June 2016-April 2018. This included IDPs from the following villages/towns: Kaldalanga, Kumshe, Kodoy, Buladogo, Banderi,
Budumri, Maleri, Dipchari, Kalamukdoh, Kala Kutu, Bakari, Grosoye, Nenela, Gala Kura, Small Andara, Carnanwa, Zay in Bama LGA; Kalari in Konduga; Alamberi,
Musari, Yikduk in Marte LGA, Kumon, in Nganzai LGA.
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<)
T Stills taken from a video showing a military operation in Bama local government in 2015. The video shows how what appear to be soldiers and members of the
Civilian JTF burn houses and properties. © Private

residents to go to the satellite camps.*? Thirteen said that they fled pre-emptively because they knew that the
military had attacked residents of neighbouring villages and feared such an attack if they remained.®°

Sixty-two-year-old Ibrahim (not his real name), told researchers how he fled to to Bama Hospital camp from
Budumri village in Bama LGA after a military operation in February 2016. He said:

Around nine in the morning, the military arrived. | was on our farm when they came. They set fire to the
houses, and opened fire with their guns. They said the people had to come out of the houses. They were
searching for Boko Haram and everyone said they were not Boko Haram, so then they killed people and burnt
the houses... | could see the houses on fire and hear the gunfire from the farm. After they had left, | came
back around 2.30, and at 4 pm we made the burial. We buried 32 people — four were women, three of the
women were burnt to death in their homes and one was shot. The others were men. Most of the men were
escaping when the soldiers opened fire on them and shot them.” >

Satellite data confirms that Budumri village was burned down, likely in February 2016.

Thirty-eight-year-old Ama (not her real name), who fled Kalamukdoh village in Bama LGA in late 2015,
recounted to Amnesty International how she and her family had suffered under Boko Haram control and
were then attacked by the military instead of being rescued. She said:

“When we heard that the soldiers were coming, we were hopeful. We thought, finally! But they didn’t come.
Instead, they bombed us from the nearby village for many hours. A lot of people were killed by the soldiers’
hombing [...] My husband’s sister and three of her children were all killed by a bomb. They killed some Boko
Haram fighters, but the real ones had already gone.”

Ama said she fled from her village to Banki camp with her family after the bombing.

A second woman from the same town interviewed separately told researchers she had fled from her home to
Banki in late 2015 for similar reasons. She said that Boko Haram had been operating in her town for a
number of months before the army attacked their village. She added:

“The army didn’t come to Kalamukdoh. They were hombhing from a nearby village. A lot of hombs were dropped
on the town. These bombings killed a lot of people. They would always happen around Maghreb [evening] time.
It would last for about thirty minutes each day.”

Thirty-year-old Khadeeja (not her real name) from Bakari village in Bama LGA described how she fled after
being attacked by the Nigerian military in late 2015. She said the army arrived in her town and that:

4 Amnesty International interviews, June 2016-April 2018. Most of these IDPs were from Kala Balge LGA, they told researchers they had been ordered from their
villages, including Kala, Malti, and Makandri, to Rann camp, in or around March 2016.

% Amnesty International interviews, June 2016-April 2018.

51 Amnesty International interview, July 2016.

52 Amnesty International interview, September 2016.

5 Amnesty International interview, August 2016.
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“They opened fire and they shot at everyone who was running in panic. They killed five people. The dead
included one of my daughters. There was a haby with us too, my granddaughter, who was two years old. She
was wounded from the gunshot.”*

Two Shuwa Arab women from Musari village, Marte LGA, said they fled in early 2016 after being forced to
leave by the military.®® One said “the army came to our village and all the surrounding ones and put fire to
everything and told us that we had to leave. They did this to all the villages near us. | came with my eight
children and my mother to Dikwa camp.” %6

Many IDPs interviewed reported that those killed in these attacks were disproportionately elderly people and
people with disabilities who were less able to flee quickly. 38-year-old Musa (not his real name), from
Alamberi village, Marte LGA, told Amnesty International that in April 2016:

“We were in our village, the army came and told us that if we see Boko Haram passing through the village, we
should call them. There was a checkpoint about 500 meters outside our village. Three days later, Boko Haram
came and they started opening fire towards the checkpoint. Then they left. In response, the army came to
Alamberi and opened fire [on residents]. Some of us escaped, but the elders who couldn’t escape were killed.
Then the army burned the village. Later on, after two days, we came back to see what happened. We buried 15
bodies, most were elderly men and women, and four children under two years old.” %7

After this attack, Musa fled with his family to Monguno camp.

One official who was working with an international NGO in the north-east in 2016 also told Amnesty
International that the military dropped leaflets across a number of affected LGAs in late 2015 and the first
quarter of 2016 informing people that if they did not relocate to the capital of their LGA they would be
subject to attack by the military.5® Some IDPs reported hearing radio announcements ordering them to leave.

Thirty-year-old Halima (not her real name), from Kalu Kutu village in Bama LGA, told Amnesty International
what happened after she and other people in her village chose not to flee to the recaptured towns but tried
to remain after the military attacked and burnt their homes. She said that in December 2015,

“The Nigerian army went to our village, they started opening fire, and everybody started running into the bush.
The army set fire to our houses and burned the town. We ran to the bush and stayed there. After three months,
we came hack to 