AMNESTY

INTERNATIONAL

PETITION

Investigate effectively and impartially the
murder of Natalia Estemirova

Aleksandr Ivanovich Bastrykin

Chairman of the Investigation Committee of the Russian Federation
Tekhnicheskii pereulok, dom 2

105005 Moscow

Russian Federation

Fax: +7499 265 90 77; +7499 265 97 75

Dear Chairman of the Investigation Committee,

On 15 July 2009, human rights defender Natalia Estemirova was abducted and murdered in Chechnya. More
than eight years later, her murder remains unsolved, the investigation is stalled, and no one has been
brought to justice for this heinous crime.

Impunity for Natalia Estemirova’s murder resulted in further human rights violations being committed in
Chechnya. In the eight years since her murder, other human rights defenders and civil society activists have
been killed, attacked, harassed and intimidated. Whole groups of the population , including most recently
men who are gay or perceived to be gay, have been targeted, abducted, tortured and even killed.

This violence and impunity has to stop and the effective, impartial and independent investigation of Natalia
Estemirova’s murder is the first step in the right direction.

We, the undersigned, urge you to ensure that Natalia Estemirova’s murder is fully and impartially
investigated and all those responsible, including those who might have ordered this crime, are brought to
justice. We further urge you to support the lawyers representing Natalia Estemirova’s family in their efforts to
establish the truth in this case and provide them with the full access to the case file.

Yours sincerely,
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Background information

Natalia Estemirova was a courageous human rights defender working for the Russian Human Rights
Centre Memorial in Grozny, capital of the Russian North Caucasus Republic of Chechnya. Since
2000, she was gathering evidence of, and reported on, the most serious human rights violations
committed in Chechnya during, and in the aftermath of, the second Chechen conflict including
torture, enforced disappearances and extrajudicial executions.

In the morning of 15 July 2009, Natalia Estemirova was abducted on her way to work, near her
apartment block in Grozny. Her body was found at the roadside in the neighbouring Republic of
Ingushetia, covered in gunshot wounds. More than eight years later, her brutal murder remains
unsolved. The investigation is stalled and no one has been brought to justice for this heinous crime.

Her murder, and the impunity for those who killed her, had a devastating effect on the human rights
situation in the Chechen Republic. Shortly after her murder many human rights defenders had to
flee Chechnya due to the risk to their lives. Those who remained, and those human rights defenders
from outside Chechnya who continue to document human rights violations and help the survivors
and their families, face intimidation, are harassed and attacked by the Chechen law enforcement
agencies or groups supporting the Head of Chechnya, Ramzan Kadyrov.

The work of collecting evidence and testimony in relation to Natalia Estemirova’s murder has
become extremely complicated as people are afraid to speak out, fearing retaliation from pro-
Kadyrov’s forces. In its turn, this climate of fear led to further escalation of the human rights crisis,
with mass repression being committed by the authorities on an ongoing basis against various
groups, including most recently against men who are gay or perceived to be gay.

Resuming the investigation of Natalia Estemirova’s murder and ensuring its effectiveness, is the
first step to combating near total impunity in Chechnya and restoring justice for victims of human
rights violations and their families.

Please sign the petition to call on the Russian Investigation Committee to ensure effective, impartial
and independent investigation of Natalia Estemirova’s murder and to provide access to the case file
for her family’s lawyers.



