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Date ________________________

ADVANCEMENT OF BILLS 315 AND 446, AND CASES OF WOMEN’S RIGHTS ACTIVISTS

Your Excellency, 
I am writing to express concern about the advancement of two bills, the Comprehensive Population and Exaltation of Family Bill (Bill 315), and the Bill to Increase Fertility Rates and Prevent Population Decline (Bill 446). If either of these Bills becomes law, Iran will breach its international human rights obligations to respect women’s sexual and reproductive rights, including their right to access contraceptive goods, services and information. These Bills will also have a disproportionately detrimental effect on the ability of women and girls to enjoy their fundamental human rights, including the right to gender equality, their right to be protected from domestic and sexual violence, and their right to privacy and freedom to decide the number and spacing of their children.
With Bill 446 in force, women and girls with limited financial resources will no longer be able to access modern contraception and effective reproductive education, and will have no option but to continue with unwanted pregnancies or undergo unsafe, clandestine abortions. Both can have potentially devastating consequences. With Bill 315 in force, women and girls will be confronted by a legal system that further denies them equal rights with regard to employment, divorce and family relations; allows impunity for domestic violence; urges women to constrain their aspirations based on gender stereotypes; and encourages women to reconcile with their abusers.
I am further concerned that the budget for the Family and Population Planning Programme has been eliminated. This Programme had provided, amongst other things, vital sexual and reproductive health services for countless women in Iran for over two decades. Indeed, Iran was at the forefront worldwide of sexual and reproductive health and services, and I am dismayed to learn this will no longer be the case.
The Iranian government pledged to advance the rights of women and girls when it ratified various international human rights treaties, including the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, and the Convention on the Rights of the Child. This commitment will be rendered meaningless if Iran continues to entrench discrimination and violence against women and girls, including through the adoption of the Bills 446 and 315.

I urge you to: 
· Repeal Bill 446 in its entirety, which bans surgical procedures for permanent contraception and restricts access to contraceptive information; 
· Fund comprehensive family planning policies and programmes to ensure that all women, including adolescents, can access quality contraceptive goods, services and information, including the full range of modern contraceptive methods (pharmaceutical and surgical contraception as well as emergency contraception); 
· Withdraw the provisions of Bill 315 that: (1) discriminate against women in the area of employment on the basis of gender, marital or parental status; (2) that act as a barrier to obtaining a divorce, with a discriminatory impact on women; (3) that incentivize judges to favour reconciliation over divorce, and that assess their bonuses based on how many of their cases result in marital reconciliation. 
· Order the immediate and unconditional release of any women’s rights defenders who are detained solely in connection with their peaceful activities demanding an end to discrimination against women; and drop all charges and review all sentences of women’s rights defenders prosecuted in connection with their peaceful activities demanding equal rights for women in Iran, including Bahareh Hedayat, Mahdieh Golrou, Ghoncheh Ghavamai, and Atena Faraghadani. 

I would welcome receiving your comments and, in particular, your assurance that the Iranian authorities will take prompt steps to ensure that all girls and women are able to enjoy their human rights, including their right to exercise control over and decide freely on matters related to their sexual and reproductive health, free from coercion, discrimination and violence. 



Yours sincerely, 
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