L
)

HUMAN SLAUGHTERHC

MASS HANGINGESEXTERMINATIAXMDNAYA PRISON,

SYRIA

AMNESTY ﬁz

INTERNATIONAL



Amnesty International is a global movement of more
than 7 million people who campaign for a world
where human rights are enjoyed by all.

Our vision is for every person to enjoy all the rights
enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
and other international human rights standards.

We are independent of any government, political
iIdeology, economic interest or religion and are funded
mainly by our membership and public donations.

«
Cover photBatellite image of Saydnaya Military Prison

© Amnesty International 2016 Coordinat@8.6648°, 36.3288bogle Earth © 2016 DigitalGlobe

Except where otherwise noted, contelucuntigst is licensed under a Creative Commons
(attribution, n@ommercial, no derivatives, international 4.0) licence.
https://creativecommons.org/licenrsasdy.0/legalcode

For more information please visit the permissions page omewtavehsis.org

Where material is attributed to a copyright owner other than Amnesty International thit
material is not subject to the C@atineons licence.

First published in 2016

by Amnesty International Ltd

Peter Benenson House, 1 Easton Street

London WC1X QDBW,

IndexMDE 24/5415/2017

Original language: English AM N ESTY

INTERNATIONAL
amnesty.org


https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/legalcode
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/legalcode
http://www.amnesty.org/

CONTENTS

1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
2. METHODOLOGY

3. BACKGROUND
3.1 DETENTIONRELATED VIOLATIONSYBTHE SYRIAN AUTHORIES
3.2 DETENTIONRELATED ABUSES BY NGSTATE ARMED GROUPS

4. HANGINGS ANBMINIFE ION AT SAYBRISON
4.1 INTRODUCTION

4.2 MASS HANGINGS

4.2.1 OVERVIEW

4.2.2 PROCEHE®JROR EXECUTIONS

4.2.3 ALLEGED PERPERS AND THH EATE S Q @MRIBNEEGQDC- CDS
4.3 EXTERMINATION POCIES

4.3.10VERVIEW

4.3.2 TORTURE ANDMAN TREATMERTADNHEES

4.3.3 PROCEDURHEAORS

4.3.4 DOCUMENTHBI®EA

5. APPLICATIONTHRINATIONAL LAW

6. CONCLUSIONSEANDIMMENDATIONS

HUMAN SLAUGHTERHOUSE
MASS HANGANESEXTERMINATSBNDNAYA PRISON, SYR

Amnesty International

11
11
12

14
14
16
16
17
30
31
31
31
37
40

41

43



HUMAN SLAUGHTERHOUSE
MASS HANGANESEXTERMINATSBNDNAYA PRISON, SYR

Amnesty International



1. EXECUTIVE SUMMAR

AN

® Rdnayaistheendofilegd dmc ne gt | mh

o@at Lt gforrhel gliard at-Saydnaya

Saydnaya Military Prison is where the Syrian state quietly slaughters its own people. The victims are
overwhelmingly ordinary civilians who are thought tpposethe government. Since 2011thousands of

people have been extrajudicially executed in mass hangings, carried out at night and in the utmost secrecy.
Many other detainees at Saydnaya Military Prison have been killgiter being repeatedly torturecind
systematically deprivedof food, water, medicine and medical care. The bodies of those who are killed at
Saydnaya are buried in mass graves. It is inconceivable that these lasgale and systematic practicefiave
not been authorizd at the highest levels of th Syrian government.

From December 2015 to December 2016, Amnesty International researched the patterns, sequence and
scale of violations carried out at Saydnaya Military Prison (Saydnaya). In tbharse of this investigation, the
organizationinterviewed31 men who were detained at Saydnaya, four prison officials or guards who
previously worked at Saydnaya, three former Syrian judges, three doctors who worked at Tishreen Military
Hospital, four Syrian lawyers, 17 international and national experts on datien in Syria and 22 family
members of people who were ortdl are detained at Saydnaya.

Given that Amnesty Internationahas been barred by the Syrian authorities froranteringthe countryand

has consequently not had access to governmeswbntrolled arassince 2011, the majority of these
interviews were carried out in southern Turkey. The remaining interviews were conducted by telephone or
through other remote means with interviewees in Syria, or with individuals based in Lebanon, Jordan,
European courtries and the USA.

In total, Amnesty International interviewed 84 people for this report. In many cases, two or more interviews
were conducted with key witnesses to evaluate the consistency and veracity of the information they provided.
In all but two cases, interviews with witnesses were conducted separate§everalintervieweesshared their
testimonies with Amnesty International at significant personal risk.

Amnesty International has attempted to engage with the Syrian authorities on human rights canse

including torture and other ilitreatment, enforced disappearances and deaths in custody, though various

means since 2011, in particular by submitting to them cases via communications from its Urgent Action

network andby sending lettersin advance ofthe release of public reportsOn 10 January 2017, Amnesty

International sent a letter to the Syrian authorities requesting clarifications regarding the allegations raised in

sghr gdongs " mc gdhsdg sdc @ mdr s xdegrivedal theinlibsrtyimm™ k- r qgdpt d
Syria. Amnesty International has received no response to this letter or to its other requests for information.

The Syrian government has used torture and enforced disappearance as a means to crush dissent for

decades.Aseat "r 0876+ @ mdrsx Hmsdgm shnm k cnbtldmsdc sgd f
sngstqd sdbgmhptdr hm hsr oghrnmr- Rhmbd 1/ 00+ gnvdudgqg+
have increased drastically in magnitude and severity. According the Human Rights Data Analysis Group,

at least 17,723 people were killed in government custody between March 2011 and December 2015, an

average of 300 deaths each month. The people at greatest risk of arrest, torture and death at Saydnaya and

in other gorernmentrun prisons are those who are perceived to oppose the government in some way. They
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come from all sectors of Syrian society. Many are demonstrators, leifgpe political dissidents, human rights
defenders, journalists, doctors, humandrian aid worlers and students.

Such has been the inhuman treatment of detainees held at Saydnaya that Amnesty International has

concluded that they and detainees held in other governmemtin detention centres have been subjected to

®dwsdgl hm> shnm + Rsdehmdlc nex sggld Horslddgm™> shnm> k Bqghl hm  k Bn
of conditions of life, inter alia the deprivation of access to food and medicine, calculated to bring about the
cdrsgtbshnm ne o gs ne °~ onotk > shnm -

Basedonitsh mudr shf > shnm+ @ mdr s x Hmsnucden tostirenenforeed r ~rrdr r I dms h
disappearances and exterminatiocarried out at Saydnaya since 2011 have been perpetrated part of an

attack against the civilian population that has beewidespread, as well as systematic, and carried out in

furtherance of state policy. It thereforeconcludes g °' s sgd Rxgh "  m “tsgnghsthdr- uhnk™ s
to crimes against humanity.

MASS HANGINGS

There are two detention centres at Saydnaya IMary Prison, which may hold between 10,000 and 20,000

odnokd- Hm sgd ®qgdc at hkc h mdnswho hae theetarrestad gifcatke ne cds > hmddr
adf hmmhmf ne sgd bghrhr hm 1/00- Hm sgdan®soflibersid at hkchmf ™
the Syrian military whdhave alsobeen arrested since 2011.

Thousands of people detained in the red building have been killed in secret extrajudicial executions, after

being held in conditions amounting to enforced disappearanc&he kilings have taken the form of mass

hangingsAdengd sgdx ~gqd g mfdc+ sgd uhbshlr “gd bnmcdl mdc sn
located inthe aFQaboun neighbourhood obamascus, which last between one and three minutes. On the

daytheprisotn "t sgnghshdr b gqgx nts sgd g mfhmfr+ vghbg sgdx qd
from their cells in the afternoon. The listed detainees are told that they will be transferred to a civilian prison.

Instead, they are brought to a cell inhe basement of the red building, where they are severely beaten over

the course of two or three hours. In the middle of the night, they are blindfolded and transts in delivery

trucks or minibuses to the white building. There, they are taken into a rooim the basement and hanged.

This takes place once or twice a week, and on each occasion between 20 ab@d people are hanged to

death.

Throughout this process, the victims remain blindfolded. They are only told that they have been sentenced to
death minutes before the executions are carried out; they are never told when their execution will be carried
out; and they do not know how they will die until the nooses are placed around their necks.

@esdq sgd dwdbt shnm hr b’ qdglntatrucki tansfereeditd Tishrbel Bidspital - anc hdr
for registration and buried in mass graves. These graves are located on military land near Damascus,

including in Najha, a village on the main road between Sweida and Damascus, and in Qatana, a small town

in the western suburbs of Damascus

On the basis of evidence from people who worked within the prison authorities at Saydnaya and witness

testimony from detainees, Amnesty International estimates tHattween 5,000 and 13000 people were

extrajudicially exeuted at Saydnaya between September 2011 and December 2015. Amnesty International

does not have evidence of executions after December 2015. However, detainees are still transferred to

R xcm x  + ®sqgh’ kr ° s-Qabaymhave boktimed, agdkthefe Is dokreasoBto beliege h m =~ k
that executions have stopped. Therefore, since December 2015, thousands more people létely to have

been executed.

The execution process at Saydnaya is secret and only known to the guards and officials who arectijre
involved, as well as higHevel Syrian officials. Even the guards who oversee the collection process and
beatings at the red building are usually unaware of what happens to the detainees after they are transferred
to the white buildng in the middle d the night.

The process of the hangings is authoried by officials at the highest levels of government. Death sentences
are approved by the Grand Mufti of Syria and by either the Minister of Defence or the Chief affSif the
Army, who are deputied to act on behalf of PresidenBashar atAssad. The satences are also signed by
the head andthe Military Prosecutor of the Military Field Court and a repras@tive of the security forces.
The hangings are physially overseen by an execution pangivhich includes military officers, as well as
prison and medical officials.
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Amnesty International has collected imimation on the members of the executiongnel as well as oter

officers and officials who ibelieves, based on its esearch, should be investigad for their involvement in
crimes at SaydnayaAmnesty International has also been provided with the names of 36 detainees who have
been extrajudtially executed atSaydnaya since 2011, which will not be releasegublicly due to privacy and
security concens. The organization has shared this informatioon alleged perpetrators and victimsvith

bodies capable ofundertaking credible investigaibns into crimes committed at Saydnaya.

EXTERMINATIONESOLICI

Detainees held in the red building at Saydnaya asubjected to an established programme of abuse. They
are regularly tortured, usually through severe beatings and sexual violence. They are denied adequate food,
water, medicine, medical care and sanitation, which has led to the rampant spread of infectiand disease.
Silence is enforced, even during torture sessions. Many detainees develop serious mititeesses such as
psychosis.

Theauthors hdr - sqd” sl dms ne c designeduaidlict maximal Rhysicalemd x © r ddl r
psychological sufferingTheir apparent goal is to humiliate, degrade, dehumanize and to destroy any sense

of dignity or hope. Omar,ahighk bgnnk rstcdms vgdm gd v ' r “~qgqdrsdc+ snkc (¢
struggle to find a former Saydnaya prisoner who will tell you whiatlly happened there, because it is so

gt | hkh" shaned one of hid éxperiences:

H cnm-s dudm jmnv vg s sdgl sn trd sn cdrbghad vg s
off all their clothes and go to the bathroom one by one. As we walkexthe bathroom, they would

select one of the boys, someone petite or young or fair. They would ask him to stand with his face

sn sgd cnngqg "mc bknrd ghr dxdr- Sgdx vntkc sgdm " rj
admit this happened to them, butt happened so often... Sometimes psychological pain is worse

than physical pain, and the people who were forced to dbis were never the same again.

Engldg cds hmdd ®R" 1 ddgq~ cdrbghadc nmd ne sgd ad shmfr g

The beding was so intens. It was asif you had a nail, and you were trying again and again to beat
it into a rock. It was impossible, but they just kept going. | was wishing they would just cut off my
legs instead of beatingliem any more.

Theseextermination policies, which hag beeninflicted on detainees at Saydnaya since 201have resulted
in the deaths ofhundreds + probably thousandst of detainees Procedures have been developed to deal
with such high death rates.The bodies of deceased detainees are collected from the cells in the morning
and taken to Tishreen Military Hospital. There the deaths are registered in medical reports and death
certificates stipulating the cause of death as heart or respiratory failuféhe bodies are then transported by
truck to mass graves on military land near Damascus, including the locations mentioned above.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Amnesty International demands that the Syrian authorities immediately cease extrajudicial executions and
torture andinhuman treatmentat Saydnaya Military Prison and in atither governmentrun detention

centres across Syria. Ifurther demands that they grant international monitors unhindered access to all
persons deprived of their liberty and to all placesf detention in Syria.The Syrian authorities must inform
families of the whereabouts and legal status of all detainees in their custody. They must also inform families
of the fate of thosewho have died in their custody.

Amnesty International urgently calls for an independent and impartial investigation into extrajudicial
executions and extermination policies at Saydnaya Military Prison. To this end, the UN Human Rights
Council should require the UNmandated Independent Inernational Commission of Inquirpn the Syrian
Arab Republic toundertake such an investigation without delay

Amnesty International calls on the members of the International Syria Support Group and the UN Special
Envoy for Syria to raise the issue ok&ajudicial executions and torture in detention in discussions with the
Syrian authorities and with states that support the Syrian governmemiost notably Russia and Iran.

The families of the tens of thousands of prisoners who have been forcibly disappes, tortured and killed in
the custody of the Syrian authorities have a right to knad¥e fate of their loved ones. fiose responsible for
these crimes against humanity and war crimes must be brought to justice. Accountability for these crimes is
alsorequired to preventrenewed cycles of violenceonly an end to impunity for mass atrocities can foster
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the conditions for a just and sustainable end to the bloodshed in Syria.new mechanism established by the
UN General Assemly on 21 December 2016 providesan opportunity forthe collection and analysis of
evidence of violations binternational humanitarian lanand human rightslaw, which couldfacilitate and
expedite fair and independent criminal proceedings against those responsibhennesty International calls
on the international communityto ensure the mechanism is set up promptlyvith international ceoperation,
support and adequate resourcesboth financial and human, and has the necessary safeguards to establish
its legitimacy, ndependence and transparency, in order to gain the trust of Syrians as well as the civil society
organizations that have been documenting grave violations since the outset of the confltdurther calls on
the international community toaccept the shara responsibility to investigate and prosecute extrajudicial
executions, torture, enforced disappearance and other crimes under international law committed in Syria
since 2011, in particular byexercisinguniversal jurisdiction and other applicable domestitegislation to

bring suspected perpetrators to justice.

HUMAN SLAUGHTERHOUSE
MASS HANGANESEXTERMINATSBNDNAYA PRISON, SYR

Amnesty International 8



2.METHODOLOGY

The research for this report took place between December 2015 and December 2016. Amnesty International

interviewed 31 men who were detained at Saydnaya (also spelt Sednaya) between 28dd 2015.* Of

sgdrd+ 1/ vdgd cds  hmdc five mhosvgraparbodtherSyrian milita® at thianeaft h k c h mf — 9
their arrest and 15who were civilians. The remaining 11 we detainedins gd oghr nm-r ®vghsd at hkec
including nine who werepart of the Syrian militay at the time of arrest and two who wereivilians. As

explained below, the majority of those detained in the red building of Saydnaya since 2011 are civilians, and

the majority of those detained in the white building are sold&or officers in the Syrian military.

Amnesty International also interviewed four prison officials or guards who previously worked at Saydnaya;
three former judges, one of whom served in the Military Courttiihe atMezzeh neighbourhood of

Damascus? three doctors who worked at Tishreen Military Hospital; four Syrian lawyetg;international and
national experts on detention in Syria, such as investigators, analysts and monitors; and 22 family members
of people who were or still are bedived to be detainé at Saydnaya.The majority of these interviews took

place in person in southern Turkey. The remaining interviews were conducted by telephone or throotjer
remote means with interviewees still in Syria, or with individuals based in Lebanon, Jordan, fpeen

countries and the USA.

In total, Amnesty International interviewed 84 people for this repoth many cases, o or more interviews
were conducted with key witnesses to evaluate the consistency and veracityhaf information they provided
In all but two cases, interviewsvith witnesses were conducted separateleveralintervieweesshared their
testimonies withAmnesty International at significanpersonal risk.

For this report, Amnesty International reviewed reports from UN agencies gmtational NGOs, local

monitoring groups and the media. Amnesty International also @perated with individual activists and Syrian
monitoring groups to establish contact with former detainees as well as with the families of persons who have
been detainedby the Syrian authorities. These groups include Urnammu for Justice and Human Rights, the
Syrian Network for Human Rights, and the Syrian Institute for Justice and Accountability. Finally, Amnesty
International liaised with the Commission for Internationdlistice and Accountability to corroborate some of

the identities of detainees at Saydnaya and several relevant Syrian officials.

Most of the interviewees in this report are referred to by their first name only, following requests by the
interviewees. Seeral asked for their names to be withheld completely, either to protect their own safety or
the safety of family members living in Syria. In these cases, Amnesty International has included their
testimonies but their names have been changed. These namesggar in quotation marks.

Despite repeated requests by Amnesty International for access to Syria, and specifically for access to
detention facilities operated by the Syrian authities, Amnesty International has beebarred by the Syrian
authorities from @arrying out research in the county and consequently has not had access to areas
controlled by the Syrian government since the crisis began in 2011. Other independent human rights
monitoring groups have faced similar obstacles.

Amnesty International has stempted to engage with the Syrian authorities on human rights concerns,
including torture and other illtreatment, enforced disappearances and deaths in custodihough various

1 Former prison authorities at Saydnaya, as well as experts consulted by Amnesty International, reported that only men
have been detained at Saydnaya since 2011.

2 See Section 4.1 for more details on the red and white buildings at Saydnaya.

3 The Military Court is a branch of the Syrian judiciary, under the Ministry of Defence, which tries crimes committed

by members of the military as well as crimes related to the military.
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means since 2011 in particular by submitting to them cases via communicationfsom its Urgent Action

network andby sending lettersin advance of the release opublic reports. On 6 January 2017, Amnesty

International sent a letter to the Syrian authorities requesting clarifications regarding the allegations raised in
thisreportanc qdhsdqgq  sdc @ mdrsx Hmsdgm shnm k-r qgqdptdrs engq
Syria. At the time of the publication of this report, Amnesty International has received no response to this

letter or to its other requests for informatio If the organization receives such a response in the future, it will

gdekdbs sgd fnudgmldms-r nardqu’
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3. BACKGROUND

3.1DETENTIRELATED VIOLATIONS
BY THE SYRAANHORITIES

Syrian governmensecurity forces havearbitrarily arrested, forcibly disappeared and tortured detainees in

their custody for decades. Between 1980 and 2000, the government ajrimer President Hafez aAssad was

responsible for the enforced disappearance @ estimated 17,000 individuals in Syrid.lts forces are also

suspected of forcibly disappearing Lebanese, Palestinians and other Arab natiordlsing its military

presence in Lebanon, hundreds of whom are still missirfgA 1987 Amnesty International report

documented arbitrary arrests, deaths in custly and the systematic use of 35 methods of torture carried out

by the Syrian authorities. The goal of theseng-standing practicesis clear. to crush dissent. According to

@ mdrsx Hmsdgm shnm k-r 0876 qdongghr®@@mxnmd vgn noonrdr

Hmcddc+ sgd fnudgmldms-r sqd sl dms ne cds hmddr hm hsr b
demonstrations of the Syrian crisis in 2011. When the Syrian authorities arrested and tortured 15 students

who spraypainted antrgovernment slogans on a school wall in Deraa in March 2011, their families, friends,

and neighbours gathered in protests demanding their release. After government forces opened fire on these

protests, demonstrations spread across the country in spring and summed2L.”

@ sgd bghrhr hm Rxqgh® drb k> sdc+ sgd Rxgh m “tsgnghshdr
scope and scale? Since 2011, the Syrian government has systematically arrested and detained tens of

thousands of its citizens through eighbourhood raids, at checkpoints, and in their workplaces, universities

and homes? As was the case before the crisis, the people at greatest riskarrest and detention have been

those who are perceived to oppose the government, including peaceful opgats of the government such

as demonstrators, human rights defenders and political dissidents; individuals considered to be disloyal to

the government such as journalists, doctors who treated demonstrators and members of the military; and

family members ¢ wanted individuals. The arrests have beendgf dk x b  gghdc nts ax Rxgh  -r
agencies, namelyAir Force Intelligence, Military Intelligence, Political Security and General Intelligence

(sometimes referred to as State Securityf.

4 Human Rights Watch, A wasted decade: Human rights in Syria during Basharal@r ~ ¢ -r ehqrs sldm xd > qr hm o
July 2010, available at www.hrw.org/report/2010/07/16/wasted -decade/humanrights-syria-during-basharal-asads

first-ten-yearspower

5 For more details, see Amnesty InternationalMdudq enqgf nssdm9 Kd@dexMBE 24/099/80d).h mf odnokd

6 Amnesty International, Syria: Torture by the security forces(Index: MDE 24/009/1987).

"AMAB+ ®Rxqgqh* 9 Sgd rsngx ne sgd bnmekhbs + Onfiddle-eagtbhg 1/ 05+ "~ u’ hk
26116868; The New YorkTimest ®@ e bdkdrr sddm fd Qdetfdd vgn gdkodc hfmhsd s
2013, available at www.nytimes.com/2013/02 /09/world/middleeast/a-facelessteenagerefugee-who-helped-ignite-

syriaswar.html?_r=0

8 For more details, see Amnesty International-H v msdc sn chd-9 Rxgh(ndexMBEngst gd rtquhung
24/016/2012) and @l mdr s x H mslibmeaks tlselgri h™ kn+ 9- Sngst gqd+ chrd’  rdindesmc c¢cd  sg hm
MDE 24/4508/2016) (Amnesty International, - Hs aqd " jr). sgd gtl  m-

9 Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic, Out of sight, out of mind : Deaths in

detention in the Syrian Arab Republic, February 2016, available at
www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/ColSyria/ARC-31-CRP1_en.pdf (UN Commission of Inquiry,Out of

sight, out of mind).

10 Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic, Without a trace: Enforced

disappearances in Syrig December 2013, available at
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Those arresed by the Syrian authorities descend into a network of detention centres scattered across Syria.

Throughout their detention, the vast majority of detainees are subjected to enforced disappearaacait off

from their family, friends and the outside world: Their families are never told where they are held or

whether they are still alive. Detainees are tortured beginning from the moment of their arrest, during their

®v dk bnl d+aterm sommanly used by Syrian detainees and guards to refer to the sev&eatings

received upon arrival at a detention facilit¢ and throughout their interrogations. During interrogation, the

Rxgh™ m “tsgnghshdr trd sngstgd sn dwsqg bs e krd ®bnmedrr
determine sentencesin ek " f g  mskx tme " hg "mc rg lankhb ®sqh kr - Bnl
beating, the use of electric shocks, sexual violence including rape and stress positions. These methods are

often used in combination during multiple sessions over the cose of days, weeks or month&?

As the backdrop to this, detainees are held in subhuman conditions and systematically denied their basic
needs, including food, water, medicine, medical care and sanitation. They are packed into filthy,
overcrowded cells witbut access to fresh air, sunlight or ventilation. In these conditions, scabies, lice,
infections and diseases run rampant, and many detainees develop serious mental illnesses such as
psychosis!®

As a result of the torture and conditions they are forced endure, detainees in government custody are
dying on a massive scale. According to the Human Rights Data Analysis Group, a{gavernmental
organization that uses scientific methods to analyse human rights violations, at least 17,723 people were
killed in government custody between March 2011 and December 2015, an average of 300 deaths each
month.** Both HRDAG and Amnesty International believe that this is a conservative estimate and that the
actual total is much higher.

Compelling evidence of these massdsagr v r b ostgdc ax =~ ognsnfg ogdq eqgnl
Onkhbd+ bncdm I dc ®B dr "q + vgn rl tff kaldiedinthe sgntr > mcr n
custody of the Syrian authorities since 201%. In a report released in December 2015the international

monitoring group Human Rights Watcliound these photos to be authentic and cited the most common

causes of death as gastrointestinal infection, involving severe diarrhoea and dehydration; skin disease

leading to infection; torture; mental disess that led detainees to refuse to eat and drink; and chronic

diseases for which detainees did not receive the necessary medication or treatmnt.

Based on the interviews conducted for this report and its prior research, as well as the documentation of
other international and national monitoring groups, Amnesty International considers that the torture and
other ilFtreatment, enforced disappearances and extrajudicial executions carried out by the Syrian
government since 2011 have been perpetrated as paof an attack against the civilian population, pursuant
to a state policy that has been widespread as well as systatic, and therefore amount tacrimes against
humanity.

3.2DETENTIRELATED ABUSES
BY NOGSITATE ARMED GROUPS

Since the beginning of the Syrian crisis, nestate armed groups active in Syria have carried out human
rights abuses and violations of international humanitarian law against individuals in their custody, including
torture and other ilitreatment and summay killings. Since 2011, Amnesty International has documented
serious abuses by armed opposition groups, as well as by the armed group calling itself Islamic State (IS)

www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/ColSyria/ThematicPaperEDInSyria.pdf (UN Commission of Inquiry,

Without a trace).

11 Amnesty International, -Adsvddm oghrnm “mc sgd fq ud@nexMBE ngbdc chr  ood  q°
24/2579/2015). O

2 Amnesty International,- Hs aqgd " j r,p.6.gd gt !l ~ m-

B @ mdr s x Hmsltbmaks tisehuman- .41, -

14 For more information, see Human Rights Data Analys Group, Technical memo for Amnesty International report on

deaths in detention, August 2016, available at hrdag.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/HRDAG-AI-memo.pdfO

%5 SeeThe New Yorket ®Sgd @rr ¢ Ehkdr + 07 @oghk 1/05+ “u hk akd " s
www.newyorker.com/magazine/2016/04/18/basharal-assadswar-crimes-exposed andVanity Fair ® Cnbt | d ms hmf Duhk?9
Hmr hcd @rr c-r Gnrohs kr ne Gngqqng + 0 |t md shdwadrmes-u hk  akd s
syria-torture-caesarhospital

16 Human Rights Watch,He sgd c¢cd ¢ bntkc rod j9 L rr cd’ sgDecemmec sngstqd hm
2015, available at www.hrw.org/report/2015/12/16/if -dead-could-speak/massdeaths-and-torture-syrias-detention-

facilities (Human Rights Watch, If the dead could speak).
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and by Jabhat Fateh alSham (formerly known as Jabhat aNusra), and found that some othese violations

amount to war crimes. These abuses were documented most recentlyin Amne x Hms d g mTrepditn m™ k - r
- Snqst gdunishient B x @a c tolusetard suminaryskillings under armed groupule in Aleppo

and Idleb, Syria’” The UN-mandated Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab

Republic (UN Commission of Inquiry) has also found that, in the context of detention, Jabhatd&haal-Sham

and other nonstate armed groups have committed the war crimes of mder and torture and other il

treatment, while IS has committed the crimes against humanity of murder and tortufewhile these
represent very serious concerns@l mdr s x Hmsdgm shnm k-r “rrdrrl-dms hr
related violations sice 2011 have been carried out by the Syrian authorities.

17 Amnesty International, $ngstgqd v r | x otmhrgldms-9 @actbshnmr+ sngstgqgd
rule in Aleppo and Idleb, Syria (Index: MDE 24/4227/2016). For more info rmation on violations carried out by non-

state armed groups, see Amnesty International Rule of fear: ISIS abuses in detention in northern Syria (Index: MDE

24/063/2013) and Amnesty International, Syria: Summary killings and other abuses by armed groupgIndex: MDE

24/008/2013).

18 UN Commission of Inquiry, Out of sight, out of mind ; Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the

Syrian Arab Republic, They came to destroy: ISIS crimes against the YezidisJune 2016, available at
www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/IICISyria/Pages/IndependentinternationalCommission.aspx
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4. HANGINGS AND
EXTERMINATION AT
SAYDNAYA PRISON

®Ntq aq hmr rs gqsdc cdudknoh
R xcm x - Vd chcm-s zwegjustmj ~ a
reached the state of barbaxitgl, entered it, not even

thinking. Everything we did was part of the battle of survival.
Hs - r ~ dndhe knd,\f yog refuse ta @ght it, you will

c hd-

®V " cetained in Baydnaya from 220P4to

4.1 INTRODUCTION

Between December 2015 ad December 2016, Amnesty International conducted research on violations of

human rights and international humanitarian law taking place at Saydnaya Military Pristirhas found that,

rhmbd 1/ 00+ sgntr mcr ne c¢ds  hmdbebenkilegddnledrajddioial R xcm™ x "~ -r qd
executions. Under international law, extrajudicial executions atenlawful and deliberatekillings carried out

by order of a governmentorwithitb nl ok hbhsx nqg °~ bpt hdfindidggdddresswhg,d ngf > mhy s
howandvgdgd sgd dwdbtshnmr ~gqgd b gqgqhdc nts: Rxgh m fnudqgml
these executions; and the scale of executions at Saydnaya since 2011.

In the course of its investigationAmnesty Internationahas alsodocumented thetorture andinhuman

treatment of detaineeshad hm R xc m’ x ° - r fognd that they hnkl ottrendEtainedsan g -~ r

governmentgt m cdsdmshnm bdmsgdr g ud addm rtaidbsdc sn sgd bq
defined by the Rome Statuteo§ gd Hmsdgm > shnm> k Bghl hm k Bntgs "r sgd ®hn
life, inter alia the deprivation of access to food and medicine, calculated to bring about the destruction of

0 gs ne 2 Accoodingtd auhfindings; since 2011,he Syrian government has purposefully

inflicted inhuman conditions on detainees in its custody in a calculated effort to kill them. The UN

19 Interview with Amnesty International researchers on 27 February 2016.
20 See the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, 1998, available at www.icc-cpi.int/nr /rdonlyres/ea9aeff7-
5752 -4f84 -be94-0a655eb30e16/0/rome_statute_english.pdf
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Commission of Inquiry for Syria reached the same conclusion in 2086@! mdr s x Hmsdgm > shnm” k-r 1/
report, 4t breaksthe human9 Snqgst gd+ ¢ hr d° r nkon§ documentbd tkegreatmentd®® x gh ™ - r o
detainees in governmentun prisons across Syria, includingaydnaya. Our latest investigation into

Saydnaya, however, revealed new evidence related to the systematisggamme of abuse, torture and

inhuman treatment inflicted on Saydnaya detainees; the mass deaths caused by this treatment; and the

standard procedures for dealing with the bodies of those who die as a result of this treatment.

Saydnaya Military Prisoris located around 30kmnorth of Damascus. The prison is under the jurisdiction of
the Ministry of Defence and is operated by the Military Police. Since the beginning of the crisis in Syria in
2011, detainees have been transferred to Saydnaya after being ated and interrogated bythe various
Syrian intelligence agencies or security forceAccording to former officials and guards at Saydnaya, as well
as experts consulted by Amnesty International, women have not been detained there since 28A1.

Ontheground ne sgd oghrnm+ sgdqd gd svn cdsdmshnm e  bhkhshd
anl-r g odc eknng ok > m+ “mc sgd ®qgqdc athkchmf + vghbg hr qd
circular hub with three long, straight corridors mtruding from this hub. Its unusual, threegpronged shape

g'r kdc enqgldg ft > gcr ~mc cds  hmdBetweeml0,000 and20/0@0d hs “r ®s
people are detained in the two facilitiesaccording to experts on detention in Syri#.

The mapirity of detainees held in the white building are military officers and soldiers who were suspected of
being disloyal to the Syrian government after the crisis in Syria began in 2% limited number of officers
and soldiers who are accused of having comitted crimes unrelated to the conflict, including theft and rape,
are also detained in this building® Detainees held in the white building generally face grossly unfair triafs
the Anti-Terrorism Court orat one of theMilitary Cours located in atMezzeh, Damascus?’

Prior to 2011, the majority of prisoners detained in the red building at Saydnaya were members or alleged
members of Islamist groups? According to former guards and officials at Saydnaya, these detainees were
either released or transferré to civilian prisons at the beginning of the crisi¥. By May 2011, the red

building was completely empty andin July 2011, the first group of detainees arrested for their involvement
in the unfolding crisis in Syria arrived® What distinguished these andll detainees who have been held in
the red building sinceJuly 2011 is that, during their interrogation in thebranches of the intelligence

agenciess sgdx ®bnmedrrdc™ tmcdg sngstqgd sn sgd Inrs rdghntr
military. As a result of their higHevel confessions, those held in the red building are usually subjected to a
®sgh™ ks atied Military Belyl CoudsMooated in the Military Police headquarterstime al

Qaboun neighbourhood obDamascus.Fomer judges and lawyers as well as detainees who had been tried at
the Military Field Court told Amnesty International that these tisdast one to three minutes andhat

detainees are not given access to a lawyer or any information about their sentend@dsese trials cannot
therefore be considered to be judicial proceedings.

21 See UN Commission of Inquiry, Out of sight, out of mind, p. 17.

22 |Interviews with Amnesty International researchers on 15 May and 16 May 2016.

2@ mdr sx Hms d q mtiasva witmFokensic Architebtunesprekented a virtual model of the red building at

Saydnaya. See Amnesty International and Forensic ArchitectureExplore Saydnaya: Inside a Syrian torture prison

August 2016, available at saydnaya.amnesty.org/

24 Interview with former prison official on 26 April 2016 and with Syrian expert on detention on 11 November 2016.

Because the Syrian authorities have released no information on the people detained in Saydnaya, it is difficult to

estimate the number of people held there more precisely.

25 Prior to 2011, as well, civilians were generally not held in the white building. Interview with a former prison official

at Saydnaya on 26 April 2016.

26 Email correspondence with a Syrian legal expert on 12 October 2016 and interview with former official at Saydnaya

on 26 April 2016.

27 Until the emergency law was revoked and replaced with the AntiTerrorism law in 2012, detainees in the white

building faced trial in the State Security Court or the Military Court.

28 Human Rights Watch, Syria: Investigate Sednaya Prison DeathsJuly 2008, available at
www.hrw.org/news/2008/07/21/syria-investigate-sednayaprison-c d ~ s g r : R o h BorntekPrisdnadsHightth+ ®

Syrian Insurgency + Nbsnadq 1/02+ “u hk akd s v vpisomeafightfineskiane d. hmsdgm™ s hn
insurgency-a-927158.html

2% Interviews conducted by Amnesty International researchers with a former guard from Saydnaya on 17 May 206

and a former prison official from Saydnaya on 6 October 2016.

30 |Interview conducted by Amnesty International researchers with former prison officials from Saydnaya on 25 April

and 17 May 2016.

'Eng I ngd cds > hkr nm sgd Readfdecrantrailsand thg erécationof political prisomersq h b~ k t

see Amnesty International, Syrian Arab Republic: Briefing to the Human Rights Committee + 71st session (Al Index:

MDE 24/001/2001), March 2001, available at

wwwamnesty.org/download/Documents/13 / / / . 1 ¢d13// 01/ /0dm-o0oce: rdd “krn Gtl m Qhf g:
Onkhshb >k cds hmddr snqgst qdcwwwjhhvlorg/dews/2013/MH03/syragalitical-/ 02+ ~u > hk ™ akd
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The majority of the people detained in the red building since 2011 are civilians perceived by the Syrian

authorities to oppose themaccording to former prison authoritiesand former detainees32 They come from

all sectors of Syrian society, and some of their most common profiles include demonstrators, tarmg

political dissidents, human rights defenders, journalists, doctors, humanitarian aid workers and students.

Accordingto enqgl dgq neehbh k s R xcm x + “esdqg 1/00+ sgd gdc
Rxgh™ - Gd dwok  hmdc+ ®dBegldctors,enyinderd, protests ¢ theit begtd ¢ at h k ¢ h mf
cdrbghoshnm hr =-g9gdunkt srhehaw ungérsiood terbe lnkeld to thesrgvhlution. Sgdx vdqgd r
R xcm x° hr sgd ok > bd sn ehmhr g% sfgrder guatdiabIaydesagan m* ghdr - Hs -
“ccdc sg°'s sgd cds hmddr gdkc hm sgd *ydc athkchmf ~gd ®s

Detaineesare rarely released from Saydnaya, and release from the red building is even less common than

from the white building. The majority of the former detainees interviewed by Amnesty International, some of

whom were held in the red building and some in the wté building, reported that hey were released as part

of a presidential amnesty or through a prisoner exchange. However, in the majority of these cases, their

e Il hkhdr ng eghdmcr vdgd “krn bnlodkkdc ,8aSyran x ~ aghad-

|l hkhs gx neehbdqg vgdm gd v ' r “ggdrsdc+ cdrbghadc ghr qdk
touch with a lavyer. She was really an intermedianAll of the families [of the people arrested] from our

original caset nine familiesintotalto " hc | nmdx+ “mc rn sgdx FKedletcdc tr "~ kk
detainees told Amnesty International that just before they were released, they were forced to sign a

document stating that they were treated fairly and humanely during their detentie ®M¥ & d q

atrhmdrrl " m eqgnl C'l "rbtr+ dwok hmdc9 ®Sgdx f ud I d ~ o
rs sdldms- Hs r hc+ -M cdgqg v r gdkc hm R xcm x + "~ mc gd
wing. He was given medicine,andhe " r mdudq g ql dc-- Ne bntqgqrd H rhfmdc hs
vngc v r ~ khd+ “mc ®H ots | x ehmfdgoghms nm hs- "

® could see them walkingfros gd f °~ s d £ S g dso they hadjtheicheddswovengadd were g~ h m-
trying to cah the shirt of the person in front of them. The first time | saw theifiedwalsdyowere being

takerto the slaughterhouge.

®G" | h cedin Saydnaya from 2CIA &

4.2.1 OVERVIEW

Through the testimonies of former prison officials and former detainees, Amnesty International has built up a

detailed picture indicating that theSyrian authorities have extrajudicially executed thousands of people held

in the red building at Saydnaya sice 2011. The killings have taken the form of mass hanging8efore they

"gd g mfdc+ sgd uhbshlr “~gqd bnmcdl mdec sn cd sg hm °~ ®sqgh
Military Field Courts located at the Military Bice headquarters inthe alQaboun neighbourhood of

C'l "rbtr- Nm sgd c¢c x sgd oghrnm “tsgnghshdr b ggqx nts sg

collect those who will be executed from their cells in the afternoon. The authorities inform the detainees that
those who ae selected will be transferred to one of the civilian prisons inside of Syria. They are instead
brought to a cell in the basement of the red building, where they are severely beaten. Between 12am and
3am, they are transferred to the white building, anothetetention facility on the grounds of Saydnaya. There,
they are brought into a room in the basement and hanged. Their bodies are then loaded into a truck,

detaineestortured-killed. For more details on international legal provisions related to extrajudicial execution, see

Amnesty International, Fair trail manual: Second edition, April 2014 (Index: POL 30/002/2014).

32 |Interviews conducted by Amnestylnternational researchers with a former prison official from Saydnaya on 6

October 2016, with a former prison guard from Saydnaya on 8 October 2016, and with several former detainees held

in the red building, including on 22 February and 28 April 2016.

33 Interview with Amnesty International researchers on 6 October 2016.

34 Interview with Amnesty International researchers on 8 October 2016.

35 Real name withheld.

®¥Hmsdquhdv vhsg @ mdrsx Hmsdgm shnm k gqdrd gqbgdgr nm 04 L > x 1/0
to 2014.

37 Real name withheld.

%Hmsdquhdv vhsg @ mdrsx Hmsdgm shnm k gdrd gbgdgr nm 17 @oqhk 1
to 2015.

3 Interview with Amnesty International researchers on 21 April 2016.
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transferred to Tishreen Hospital for registration, and finally brought to mass graves located ortamyliland

near Damascus. Since 2011, executions at Saydnaya have been carried out in secret and are known only to
the guards and officials who are directly involved, as well as hitgvel Syrian officials. Most of those hanged
and secretly buried had beersubjected to enforced disappearance isaydnaya. Their families still have no
information about their fate.

People who worked within the prison authorities at Saydnaya told Amnesty International that extrajudicial
executions related to the crisis in Syrifirst began in September 2011. Since that time, the frequency with
which they have been carried out has varied and increased. For the first four ntlos, it was usual for

between severand 20 people to be executed every 1A5 days. For the following 11 morits, between 20

and 50 people were executed once a week, usually on Monday nighFor the subsequent six months,

groups of between 20 and 50 people were executed once or twice a week, usually on Monday and/or
Wednesday nights. Witness testimony from detaas suggests that the executions were conducted at a
similar = or even higher+ rate at least until December 2015. Assuming that the death rate remained the
same as the preceding periodAmnesty Interrational estimates that between 5,000 and 13,00@eople were
extrajudiciallyexecuted at Saydnaya between September 2011 and December 20P5Amnesty

International does not have evidence of executions after December 2015. However, detainees are still being
sq mredggdc sn R’ xcm x Coeurtli@eeagdntinked, and there is p ceasbnhikbhlisve g x Eh d k ¢
that such extrajudicial executions have stoppett. Since December 2015, therefore, thousands more
detainees are likely to have been hanged.

According to a former prison official and detainees who wiased the executions, the number of people
killed by hanging at Saydnaya increased during the weeks prior to and aftiee presidential amnesties for
detainees issued after September 2011, which were on 10 January 2012, 23 October 2012, 16 April 2013,
30 October 2013 and 9 June 2014%?

4.2.2 PROCEDURHESXHEORITIONS

- S QAT @HE MILITARY FIELD COURT

Cds hmddr vgn “~gd dwsq itchbh kkx dwdbtsdc s R xcm x° e
whose rules and proceedings are so summary aratbitrary that they cannot be considered to constitute an

actual judicial process. Military Field Courts were established in Syria through Legislative Decree no. 109 of

1968.4® According to Article 1 of the Decree, they have jurisdiction over crimes comsitl c  ®ct ghmf v > gqshl d
nqg I hkhs > gqx nodg shnmr™ "mc ~gqd fdmdg kkx nodg sdc ax | h
operate within existing legislation (Article 5) and, once a sentence is issued, there is no possibility of appeal

(Article 6). However, the sentences they issue argubject to the approval of the head of ste and the

Minister of Defence, who have the right to reduce or suspend the sentence (Article*8).

Detainees held in the red building at Saydnaya are almost always tried ssghtenced by one of the two
Military Field Couts located in the Military Police hadquarters inthe aFQaboun neighbourhood of
Damascus?® There is no jurisdictional difference between these two courts; rather, a second court was

40 These estimates were based on the following calculations. If between seven and 20 were killed every 1€15 days
from September to December 2011, the total figure would be between 56 people and 240 people for that period. If
between 20 and 50 were killed every week between January and November 2012, the total figure would be between
880 and 2,200 for that period. If between 20 and 50 people were killed in 222 execution sessions (assu ming the
executions were carried out twice a week twice a month and once a week once a month) between December 2012 and
December 2015, the total figure would be between 4,400 and 11,100 for that period. These calculations produce a
minimum figure of 5,336, rounded down to the nearest thousand as 5,000, and 13,540, rounded down to the

nearest thousand as 13,000.

41 Amnesty International was informed by a Syrian lawyer based in Damascus as well as experts on detention in Syria
that referrals to Saydnaya and tials at the Military Field Court in al -Qaboun continued after December 2015.

Interview with experts on detention in Syria on 1 November 2016 and with a Syrian lawyer on 11 November 2016.

42 Amnesty International interviews with a former prison official on 27 April 2016 and with detainees held in the

white building on 21 July and 10 October 2016. The dates of the presidential amnesties were provided to Amnesty
International by the Chairman of the Syrian Network for Human Rights in an email correspondence or27 November
2016.

“4Sgd sdws ne Kdf hrk > shud Cdbgdd mn- 0/8 ne 0857+ dmshskdc ®@bs
www.cdf-sy.org/low/midan.htm

44 Amnesty International, Syrian Arab Republic briefing to the Human Rights Committee + 71st session, March 2001,
available at wwwamnesty.org/download/Documents/132000/mde240012001en.pdf

45 Information in this section is based on interviews conducted by Amnesty International researchers with former
Syrian judges on 13, 14 and 15 May; with a f ormer prison official on 27 April 2016; with several former Saydnaya
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established to process th increasing number of detainees who wereest to the Military Field Coursfter

2011.%6 Detainees are transported to and from the court in white delivery trucks known to prison authorities

"mc cds hmddr " r ®l d° s eqhcf dallyblindfglded and hagdbuffed | hmhat rdr - S
throughout their journey to and from the court, though their blindfolds are sometimes temporarily removed

vgdm sgdx “~gd agntfgs hm eqnms ne sgd itcfd- Sgdhqg ®sqh"’
judgeusess gd enqgqbdc ®bnmedrrhnm ognuhcdc ax sgd cds hmdd t m
sentences issued by the court vary and include life imprisonment and the death sentence. Detainees tried by

the Military Field Court are not informed of their sgence or given access to a lawyer.

A former official from Saydnaya described the procedures and role of the Military Field Court after 2011:

He sgd bnmedrrhnm hr gd’  ux+ sgdm x#withoutexckptiond ms sn sgd
+ the confesson was given under torture. Of course they torture people so that they corsds a

ghfgdqg bg gf df£ He Fbgadch thihkethedpkrsoh shalilsh becexecufed, thdy x

send him to the Field Court. If they think the person should stay in prisori@ng time, they send

them to the AntiTerrorism Court’- - - Sgd sqh >k vntkc trt kkx s jd adsvd
ZS\'gd Ehdkc Bntgs hr® mnsghmf gd kkx+ hs-r ° rg’ 1 -

A former Syrian judgerom the Military Courtdescribed the Military Field Court:

This is the court where they send the people who they see as posing a real tigkhe regime. The

people|tried] there are charged with crimes against the state. You can be sent there even if there

hr mn duhcdmbd ~f  hmrs xnt £ uSfgrdetdinbed.lEveniBimeteecss hr sgd |
no evidence against you, or just a confession from an intelligence branch, they can execute you

"bbngchmf sn sg°s bnmedrrhnmf£ ZSgd Lhkhs gx Ehdkc Bn
rxrsdl "shtkkneHsgd gt&dr £ Sgd cds’ hmorkedrtwor odme ° udq
minutes + and then they are sent out. The judge will ask the name of the detainee and whether he

bnll hssdc sgd bghld- Vgdsgdq sgd "~ mrvrdhasnbr xdr ng mn
relation with the rule of law. This is not a couff.

Former detainees from Saydnaya who were tried by the Military Field Court expressed frustration and anger
“ants sgd dwodghdmbs-mEHMS rhaondbsh ‘mbhdr+s ®Ychmxl" cA~ a~ @ g+ Gnl r A
sqh k\ v rm-s e hg+ mns s "~ kk- @mxsghmf “ants itrshbd n

g mchbteedc+ rn xnt cnm-s jmnv vgn sgdsiittcif@NMhdeqng vg s
"fgddc9 ®H rodms nmd | hmtsd hm egnms ne sgd itcfd °~ mc °
nsgdq cds hmddr+ " mc sgdx g ¢ ehmhrgdc dudgxnmd-r b rdr
cnm-s g ud K  whdgsnegnsn rod’ j nm3%gd ognmd- Xnt g ud mn o

® G" r > arfarmer from Latakia, described his experience at the Military Field Court:

They took us to the branch of Military Police in @aboun. A friend spent two minutes inside an

office,andhd s nkc | d++tHSg vs svgd ihtscfd-~ Sgdm H “gghudc s
they pushed my blindfold up onto my forehead There was a Colonel, in a uniform, and then a few

other guys wearing civilian clothes. Later | understood that this wéee Field Court. He asked me

what | had been doing before | was arrested... He was tallg in a very sharp way, andinally he

r hc+ ®Sgd odnokd eqn kyoidhavetaflack tistory, affdgdu are ajltomu d gqx a~ c
sgd Ltrkhl Aqgaenshgskemygmeraway® - - - Sg

detainees, including on 26 February, 27 February, 21 April and 26 April 2016; and on an email correspondence with

a former Syrian lawyer on 12 October 2016.

46 According to a formeroffich * k eqnl R xcm x  + ®Sgd svn bntgsr c¢cn sgd r I d vngq
because the number of cases increased. They are both located in one buildinginaP > ant m~ ' hmsdquhdv vhsg @ r
International researchers on 27 April 2016). A former military judge confirmed this in an interview with Amnesty

International researchers on 13 May 2016.

47 For more details on the Anti-terrorism Court, see Amnesty International- Hs aqd " j r,p.47gd gt | ~ m-

48 Interviews with Amnesty International researchers on & April, 15 May and 6 October 2016.

49 Interview with Amnesty International researchers on 13 May 2016.

50 Real name withheld.

"Hmsdquhdv vhsg @ mdrsx Hmsdgm shnm k gqdrd gqbgdgr nm 3 Nbsnadgq
to 2013.

52 |Interview with Amnesty International researchers on 28 April 2016.

53 Real name withheld.

“Hmsdguhdv vhsg @ mdrsx Hmsdgm shnm k gdrd gbgdgr nm 15 Edaqt g
2013 to 2014.
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® X * ¢*>was 16 years old when he was tried at the Military Field Court. He explained that when he was

brought in front of the judge, he was first shown a photo of someone he had never seen before and asked to

identify him asone of the co-conspiratorstos gd bqghl d vhsg vghbg gd g ¢ addm bg  qf
vgn hs v r+ "mc sg° s H bnmedrrdc tmcdg sngstgd+ gd snkc
-Xnt b’ gghdc s gndo, vcduldmotim was underagen kwas 1¢ ¢r 15 years old at that time.

Gd snkc I d+ =-Bnld " mc ots xreoq oedhgnrf dsqgo'gsh nfs -r-s "H ocdhec nr-"sh ¢ -m

DEATH SENTENCE APPROVAL

Death sentences issued by the Military Field Court are authorized by various highel officials before they

arecarriedout” Rgnqgs kx ~esdq ghr sgh > k+ sgd cds hmdd-r c¢cd > sg rdn
which includes a description of his purported crime, lists all of those involved in committing the crime and

states that thog who perpetrated the crime are to be put to death. This judgement may include the

sentence for one or several people, depending on the nature and circumstances of the alleged crime.

This judgement is signed by the head of the Military Field Court and epresentative of the seurity forces,
usually fromMilitary Intelligence. The judge who tried the detainee at the Military Field Court, referred to as
the Military Prosecutor, also signs and then approves this sentence. The judgement is sent by militarst pm
the Grand Mufti of Syria and to either the Minister of Defence or the Chief of Staff of the Army, who are
deputized to sign for Syrian President Bashar-dlssad and who specify the date of the execution.

The judgement is then sent back to the Militay Field Court in alQaboun, where it is kept on file. One or two

days before the execution is scheduled to take place, a copy of the juahgent is sent to the administrative

office at Saydnaya. Once the judgment arrives atSaydnaya, the execution of alhbse named in the

particular judgement is usually carried out in one session. The process takes at least two monfitzsn the

hrrthmf ne ° c¢cds hmdd-r c¢cd sg rdmsdmbd s sgd Lhkhs gx E

QOLLECTIONWREE RED BUIIEDRGS Q @MRE D Q -

The process of execution at Saydnaya begins around 3pm in the afternd8&i5gd neehbdqgr - “rrhrs’ msr
guards in the red building are first given a list that includes the names of all those who will be executed that

day5° They then move fron cell to cell in the red building, rounding up those on the list. This collection

usually takes one or two hours, depending on the number of people to be executed that day. The listed

detainees, along with their celinates, are told that they willbetrane dqgdc sn nmd ne Rxqgh -r bh
such asAdra Prisonor Aleppo Central Prison. This is encouraging news for detainees, as the treatment they

receive in the civilian prisons is generally much better than in thetelligence agency branches or at

R xcm x - @ enqgldgq oghrnm neehbh k dwok hmdc sgd knfhb e

feel that we are just shifting them to a new place. And if someone is released from Saydnaya, they will just

think that the people who havebeem s q  mredgqgdc ~gd hm ® bhuhkh™ m oghrnm rnl
Sgd khrsdc cds hmddr ° qthe usualsnode imwhich detpideesRastrqnsfarmed o nr hs hnm
between locations aSaydnayath m s gd g kkv x ntsrhcd ne essdodnhadnebdk kr - Hm

and each takes hold of the Tshirt or waist of the detainee in front of himrad ducks his head down to waist

kdudk- Sgd cds hmddr “~qd sgdm s jdm sn sgd ®bthekkdbshnm ¢
red building, underground, on the same floor as the solitary cells. There, detainees are often subjected to

severe beating, which usually takes place between 10pm and 12am. Between 12am and 3am, the detainees

are handcuffed, blindfolded with their hands behind their backs, antkd into vehicles just outside of the red

building. Five or six guards from the red building oversee this proce%s.

5 Real name withheld.

%Hmsdquhdv vhsg @ mdrsx Hmsdgm shnm k gdrd gbgdgr nm 10 I tkx 1/
months in 2015.

57 The information in this section is based on interviews conducted by Amnesty International researchers with a

former prison official on 26 April and 30 November 2016 and with a former judge on 13 May 2016.

58 Interviews conducted by Amnesty International researchers with a former prison official on 26 April 2016, a former

prison guard on 16 May 2016, another former prison guard on 17 July 2016 and with several detainees held in the

red building, for example, on 4 and 5 October 2016.

%Hm Rxqgh™+ neehbdqr- “rrhrs msr g ud sgd g mj ne ehqgrs+ rdbnmc
60 Interview with Amnesty International researchers on27 April 2016.

61 Interview with Amnesty International researchers on 26 April 2016.
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A former prison official explained the reasons why the detainees are first collected in the afternoon and then
held in the basement of the red building until they are transferred:

They need to collect {he victims] from all the wingsand, if they collect them first, they can move
them in one group from the redbuilding] to the white[building]. Also at night, the steel doors at

the end of the wings would make even more sound, and it would scare the detainees, so they do it
in the day insead. If they collected the detainees [from their cells] in the night, there would be a lot
of sound, and it would create more feaf?

Amnesty International interviewed two former guards at the red building who were involved in this collection
process. The frst explained his role:

The list would cometousts ghr hmbktcdc sgd odnokd vgn rgntkc ad d\
the people afer lunch. They took them to acell in the basement, with the other solitary cellE€ven

if there were 100 people, they woul put them in that one cell. There was a lot of beating in that

cell. They would take off their clothes and then they would givethem akt d t mhenqgl £ H vntkec
stand at the door ofthe red building while they brought them out to the car. In the beginning |

would go with them to the white building. Then they started having only the Alawites do this job. In

the last period[of my time at Saydnayaf H chcm-s c¢cn hs adb trd H "1 Rt mmh -
would tell the prisoners, and they would rid€

The second giard was directly involved in the collection process. He recalled the steps involved:

Wegoto collect the prisoners, mc sgd neehbdqg-r ° rr alistwithrasthebnl dr v hsg
names of the people. Then we open the door of the group room. Autotitally the detainees are
kneeling, facing the wall and covering their eyes. We calladetad d - r m | d+ ~mc gd ot kkr

shirt over his face. We go inside and bring him outVe put them in a row and they movén the

®sqg  hm onr hshnméfv Wd+ b nnkck dvbds ss'gddl ssggdhir sn sgd qgnnl cn
itrs enq bnkkdbshmf o dnadownttheydtmysandiegrAndw stactd m enq sgdl
shouting at them. We say whatever we want. We start beating them. Whoever comes can beat

them, until the officer arrives. We already know they will die anyway, so we do whatever we want

vhsg sgdl - Sgdx cnm-s jmnv vgdgd sgdzxhethqughtf nhmf - H q
gd v ' r fnhmf sn ad gdkd rdcf£ Vd Hvnotskrewhpreedo sgdl t msh
exactlythey were taking them. Our mission was finished when we delivered them to the front of the

red building 8

Detainees who were held in the red building told Amnesty International they also recalled this collection

process, whichtheyu t ~ kk x qdedq sn ° r Sagpeern@entgoldigrind atakia whenh® Gnr ~ |
was arrested in 2011, explained® hey came on Monday afternoon. They would open the doors to the wing,

and the guards would start calling the names. We could hear the m&s, and we could hear them walking

outside. The giards told them to put their Fshirts over their heads.®®

® @K"la military officer when he was arrested in 2012, described the collection process:

@s 3ol ng 40l + sgdx nodmdc sgd cnng ne sgd vhmf+ °~ mc
would put them in a®rain in the hallway. There was a small slide window, and | looked out of it
once,solsawtheRrain £ Trt " kkx sgdqgd euonl0 peaple taken from our wirgg, e h u
"bbngchmf sn sgd m I dr H gd gc¢c b kkdc- Sgdx nodmdc s
and-so:getq d ° ¢ x = - \Bogldstart takind them. They would take them in a good way. We

thought they would releasettem. We were ash mf h m s gd g nngd mbeing/takén?®® d g h mf + ®V

®1 ° 1,% &trader from Damascus, told Amnesty what he remembered about the transfer:

The guardsmade them calm and told them that they were taking them to a good place. They are
goodwig sgd odnokd vgdm sgdx sq mredq sgdl- Vd chcm-s |j

62 |Interview with Amnesty International researchers on 27 April 2016.

63 |Interview with Amnesty International researchers on 16 May 2016.

64 Interview with Amnesty International researchers on 17 July 2016.

65 Real name withheld.

®Hmsdquhdv vhsg @ mdrsx Hmsdgm shnm k gqdrd gqbgdgqr nm 4 Nbsnadgq
2011 to 2014.

57 Real name withheld.

68 Interview with Amnesty International researchersean 08 |t kx 1/ 05- ®@kh~ v 'r c¢cds hmdc ~ s R°
2013.

69 Real name withheld.
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+ nobody knowswhere you are goingandwhy &~ xcm™ x g8 B8gd™ r xhmf hm sgd oqt
oghr nmdqr Wedealieve vehatavdr the guards tell us.

Several etainees also heard the sound of severe beating, usually late at night, on the same day of the

transfer. According toformer detainee® M~ ¢ @\y]e Would hear a huge sound. From 10pm until 12am, or

from 11pm until 1lam we would hear screaming and yellindd n | h mf e qnl adknv tr£ Sghr hr
point. If you keep silat, you will get less beating aBaydnaya. But these people were screaming like they

g ¢ knrs sgdhg | hmcr £itWas novordinany Is soundedlikegthhey viere iskiniig m ¢

them alive. ™

Omar, a high-school stucent when he was arrestedtold Amnesty International that he also heard the sound
of beating in the middle of the night, on the same day that detainees were collected from the cell:

[A]t night, we could hear thembeating them again with the tank belt [an improvised toohade out

of tyretread, which is attached to a wooden handle], and the green pipe. We knew the sounds that
each made. First we were thinking the people were being releasedtaken to thecivilian prisons.

But at midnight, we heard the sound of torture again, and we thought they were dying, because the
sound of the torture was so strong. They were beating them in a monstrous Way.

On the day of the collection process, detainees held in the red buitd) also heard the voices of guards, the
sounds of detainees being loaded into vehies outside of the red buildingand the vehicles leaving. Former
cds hmdd ®Gnr I~ snkc @ mdrsx Hmsdgm shnm k9

On the day [the detainees] were taken, the order to sleep wkster. Normally the order was at

10pm, but on the day they were taken it was later. They would tell us to go to sleep, and we would
wake up to sounds outside of the prison. We could hear them call the names. There were usually
not less than 30 or 40 namesThey would come early, early in the morning before the sunrisex

and they would be told to go to the vehicles. We could hear one or two vehicles driving away. This
would happen once a week or moré?

Shappal, a human rights activist from Qamishli,redaldc vg s gd gd > qc9 ®Egnl 01 Il sn O
sound of trucks moving outside the prison... We could also hear smacking, and the sounds of the beating. It

v r 4/ odnokd+ H sghmj+ ats sg s-r itrs |Ixtwadrs ftdrr- V
gd ¢*@®@G rr " m edks o gshbtk qkx bnmbdgmdc ~ants sgd shl hm
where theyweretaking people atthistneofsgd ¢ x+~ gd r  hc- ®Vd vdqgd udqgx rb’q
would they take them at am? That mademescare " mc H ~ kv xr sqgx sn enqfds hs- At
hm ntqg™®anmdr -~

TRANSPORT FROM THE RED BUILDING TO THE WHITE BUILDING

The vehicles used to transport detainees from the red building to the white building have varied since

2011.78 In the first months afterthe hangings started in Septembe2011, the prison authorities used an

ambulance. As the number of people to be executed at Saydnaya increased, the prison authorities began

trhmf vghsd cdkhudgx sqgt bj swhitepPd-geat minibuse® Thet husnbeeaf hc f dr — +  ~ r
vehicles, as well as the number of trips these vehicles took between the red building and the white building,

varied depending on the number of people executed that day.

®@at Lt g, lwhaworked in the telecommunications room at Saydnaya, saw the vehicles pass by
his office, which was located near the white building. He explained:

At 3am, before he fajr [one of the fivedaily prayers performed by practisg Muslims, which takes
place between the beginning of dawn and sunrise], they arrived, and [the victims] started going

“Hmsdgquhdv vhsg @ mdrsx Hmsdgm shnm k gdrd gbgdgr nm 10 @oqhk 1
to 2014.

“* Interviews with Amnesty International reseachers on 28 April and 14 July 2016.

72 |Interview with Amnesty International researchers on 22 April 2016. Omar was detained at Saydnaya from 2014 to
2015.

73 Interview with Amnesty International researchers on 5 October 2016.

74 Interview with Amnesty International researchers on 22 April 2016. Shappal was detained at Saydnaya from 2012
to 2013.

> Interview with Amnesty International researchers on 22 April 2016.

76 The information in this section is based on interviews with a former guard at Saydnaya on 16May 2016, a former
staff member at Saydnaya on 8 October 2016, a former prison official on 27 April 2016 and several interviews with
former detainees, including on 14 May and 21 July 2016.

77 Real name withheld.
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hmrhcd sgd vghsd athkchmf£f£ Sgdx vntkc aghmf atrdr eq
®xecution room in the whitebuildingE Sgdx t r dc shysksfrgndifisidkSaypdnayah mh

for this. The number of buses and the number of trips they took depended on the number of

people they were going to execute it could be two, five, or 10 vehicleg?

ARRIVAL OF THE EXECUTION PANEL

Around 3am, the members of the exegtion panelarrive from outside of Saydnaya Prison to be present for
the executions’® The execution @nel members who regularly attend the executions include the Director of
Saydnaya the Military Prosecutor of the Military Field Court, a representativerfn the intdligence agenciest
usually Military Intelligence, the Brigade Commander of the Southern Front, an officer from the Military
Medical Services at Tishreen Hospital, and the head doctor @aydnaya. Most members of theamel are
usually accompaniel by one or two assistants or bodyguards.

®@at Ltg lldc + vgn vngjdc hm s gellwithdlerthythdsdirsidghedo ™ s hnmr qgnn
prison when the members of the panel arrived. He described his usual duties on the nights that executions
were carried out:

Around 11pmor 12am, the officer on the shift would call us and sathat when the director arrived

we should call him. Then we immediately knew there were going to be executions [thiaght],

because the directocameh msn sgd oqhrnm nmkx eng " m dldgfdmbx nq
ft gcr "mc rnkchdgr checm-s dudm jmnv hs v ' r sgd mhfg
his car and his guards. There were usually at least four ordiears for the members 6the

[execution]p mMdk £ Sgd neehbdqg v ntilotellusth&kdxecttion]paneln gnt gr adengqg
wouldbe arh u h mf - Gd Takedark Today thexaglegagion iscoming.Dhn m- s e  kk “rkddo °n
miss the calllTE Theywould arrive at 3am. Then they would call me from the main gate. They

v nt k c Callthe effice® Tell him the leader of the SoutherngFn ms  ~ Alsp bomeooe from

sgd Ehdkc Bntgs vntkc bnld- Sg s-r vgengtves qdl dl adqg +
from the security force branches would comsometimes, especially fronMilitary Intelligence. Of

course the Director [of Saydnaya] would be there. He is in charge of the executidhs.

8 Interview with Amnesty International researchers on 8 October 2016.

7 The information in this section is based on interviews conducted by Amnesty International researchers with a
former official on 27 April 2016, a former guard on 16 May 2016 and another former staff member from Saydnaya on
8 October 2016. All had entered the room and witnessed the executions since 2011; the former prison official had
entered the room on multiple occasions.

80 Interview with Amnesty International researchers on 8 October 2016.
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ARRIVAL AT THE WHITE BOIENNSYAN EERECUTION ROOM

A A

Satellite image of Saydnaya MilitanfCRostinat83.6648°, 36.3288dbogle Earth © 2016 DigitalGlobe

The followinginformationis based on information fromndividualswho have witnessed hangings at

Saydnaya since 201! According to these witnesses, the vehicles depart the red building and enter the
perimeter of the white building, usually beteen 12am and 3am. The vehiclegirive around the corner of the

white building and stop in front of the®d vidsbth n m gqnnl = v ghe bogth-dast cotner bfthe d ¢ h m
building. The @&xecution room is located in the basement level, under the room on the ground floor where

the family visits are conducted for detaineeseid in the white building. Theroom is acessed from an

external door made of steel, which is below the ground level and preceded by a stairway. The white building

is situated on a slope, and at the highest pointhe street level is 1nbelow the ceiling of the room.

81 The information in this section is based oninterviews conducted by Amnesty International researchers with a
former judge from the Military Court on 13 May 2016, a former prison official from Saydnaya on 15 May 2016, a
former guard from Saydnaya on 17 May 2016, and another guard from Saynaya on 8 October 2016.
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The size of the®xecution room was expanded after June 2012, so that more people could be executed
once. What is commonly described by guards and officials as tk@xecution room in fact comprises an
open area containing threecells and two smaller rooms, each of which is used for executions. Upon entr
into the room, there is an open area of 8m by 4m, which contains three cells to the immediate right, on 1
south-east wall. To the left is a room of 3m bgm. This room contains 10 nooses made of beigeoloured
rope, which line the northeast wall. There is also a small table in the back lefiand corner of this room,
where the detainees are ordered to stamp a statement documenting their execution and laisthes. The
nooses in this room are tied to a metal pipe that hangs, horizontally, from the ceiling. The platform on w
the victims stand is made of steel, and it has concrete stairs leading up to it. The platfornim high, and
its top, a steel platejs fixed in place with a lock and pin. When the order of execution is given, the pin is
removed, which causes the platform to swing down toward the front and the victims to fall downward.

The second room is 5m by 3m. Lining the northvest and southwestwalls of this room are 20 nooses,
again made of beigecoloured rope. The platform on which the victimstand is Imhigh. The platform is
made of concrete, and the stairs leading up to the platform are also concrete. The nooses are attached
pipe that hangs horizontally from the ceiling, which is placed in front of the platform and the victim. Whe
the order of execution is given, the victims standing on these platforms are pushed from behind so that
move forward and down from the platform.

Present in the@xecuticn room  are the members of the execution panelvho are listed aboveé? The
bodyguards of the panel members, who usually wear civilian clothes, are not allowed in the execution room
and so usually stay just outsidéhe white building Also present in theroom are five staff members from the
Lhkhs gx Ldchb k Rdquhbdr " s Shrggddm Gnrohs  k+
from Saydnaya.

82 See p. 22
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When a detainee is brought into th@&xecution room, at this pointhe is still unaware of what is about to
happen. However, on entering the room, detaees are ordered to form a queuep to the small desk in the
corner of the room on the left. Here, an instruction is given that each detainee must express his last wishes
and place a fingerprint on a statement documenting his death. That instruction is the first moment that the
detainees know they will be put to death. Even so, they are still unaware of how this will be carried out. At no
point is this explained to the detaiees. For this entire period, they remain blindfolded.

@bbngchmf sn ° enqldg oqgqhrnm neehbh” k+ ®Rnld ne sgdl vdgqg
"mc rnld ne sgdl i t rs e hmsuwhenitybufd@pappes a bvgitdvasgddhige® s gdx chcm
happen + by hanging, shootingn g rnl d nsgdg v x-~ Gd “ccdc sg° s sgd r hf mh
odget mbsngx- ®Sgdx vntkc ehgrs s jd sgd k' rs vhrgdr+ ats
lead to anythingormeanan s ghmf - ZSgd enqgl\ hmbktcdr sgd m I d+ | nsgdq

HC mtladg+ "~ mc® sgdhg k rs vhrg-

After this, the detainees are led on to the platforms, still blindfolded. This process of the hanging was
described by the former prisonofft * k9 ®Sgdx vntkc khmd sgdl to “mc fds sgd
would wait until all ofthe spaces were full before they put the nooseon. Then they would put the noosesn

and push them or drop them immediatet + r n s gdx ¢ hc m-eninguniihtheverydasts v r g oo

| nl dnfs - —

After the victims are dropped or pushed, they usually hang for around 15 minutes. At this point, the doctor
hm sgd gnnl hmchb sdr vghbg c¢cds hmddr g ud mns xds chdc-
assr s msr+ vghbg b trdr sgd uhbshlr- mdbjr sn agd j- @ enc
rs fd ne sgd dwdbtshnm9 ®Sgdx jdos sgdl sgdgqd enqg 0/ sn
Eng sgd xntmf nmdr +k sgggdlg- vSchd grse ettt dkgerm- s™ rjrhtkr s ° msr v nt kc
their necks. Twon e e h'brdrghrr-s " msr vdgd& hm bg gqfd ne sghr - "

Detainees held in the white building in the floors above ti®@d wd b t s hraported)thahthey sometimes
heard the soundsofs gdr d g~ mf hmf r -  E8 aforrhemmilgary mfficdr whe® & whsharested
in 2012, recalled the sounds he heard at night during an execution:

There was a sound of something being pulledodtk hj d °~ ohdbd neandthenc + H- | mns
youvnt kc gd g sgd rnt mc ne s godrlearsaod thendlbor, yos couldnf k dc £ He xr
gd " q sgd rntmc ne ° jhmc ne ftqfkhmf- Sghr vntkc k' r
of the sound of peoplechoking todeath. This was normal for me the.?”

Nsgdq cds hmddr gdkc hm sgd vghsd athkchmf vdqgd "~ akd sn
® Gt r r8ahdoctor in the military when he was arrested in 2011, told Amnesty International about what

he would hear on a typical night oéxecutions:@irst there was the sound of the meat refrigerator truck or

the minibus... | can recognizeitH s gnK# ggsdgdN hr sgd atr-£ Sgdm sgdx vntkec
hm a sbgdrf£ H gd > qc sgd rnt mc n g, which lhked themdogdtherér + nqg sgd r

®Gt rrdhm~ v r “krn “akd sn rdd sgd “gqqhu k ne sgd udghbk

H r v sgd ®l  d°s eqhcfd chtsr ®td" s gidiueEq hSEgruekE n g Sgdx tr
was all white. Theminiat r v r vghsd+ “~mc sgd vhmciThepeopldgqd o  hmsdc
we saw outside] were wearing civilian clothes, and they were not from the white building. If they

were from the redone, they would have been wearing a uniform. They were wearingly black

civilianclothe€ Sgd qgqnnl vgdgd sgdx ~gd cnhmf sgd dwdbtshnmr
they took us to the court, they brought us by the door. It was not a regular daoyou had to go

down some stairs to get to it from the street. | sait when | went to the court. When the trucks

came, they would stop there®®

®G 1l hec™ gdb kkdc vg s gd gd gc "mc r v vgdm sgd dwdbt shn

83 |nterview with Amnesty International researchers on 15 May 2016.

84 Interview with Amnesty International researchers on 15 May 2016.

85 Interview with Amnesty International researchers on 13 May 2016.

86 Real name withheld.

% Hmsdguhdvr vhsg @ mdrsx Hmsdgm shnm k gdrd gbgdgr nm 10 @oqghk
Saydnaya from 2012 to 2013.

88 Real name withheld.

®Hmsdquhdv vhsg @ mdrsx Hmsdgm' s hrndmhrk gw'rrd " ogdosyg’dhgmd cn m sl ORI x k™ x1°/
to 2014.

% Interview with Amnesty International researchers on 21 July 2016.
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It would happen after theytoldt r s n rkddo+ rn vd bnt
the toilet to see what was going on, during the time Ilwassupp dc s n a
eghotdrhcd sgd oghrnm- Hs v r vghsd
see anything. After 15 or 30 minutes, they would bring ianother batch?*

k
d rkddohmf - H r v
+ £

He also saidthat while the victims would usually exiirom the vehicles just in front of theRexecution room,
on two occasions, he saw them enter the gate at the perimeter of the white building by foot. He explained:

| saw themwalkinggnl sgd | "hm cnng ne sgd vghsd athkchmf- Sgc
they would have their heads down, and they could catch the shirt of the person in front of them.

The first time | saw them, | was horrified. They were being brought to the slatgthouse. | saw

them, and | immediately went back to my spot to sleep. But then | also felt happinesshey were

coming to be killed, and | felt happy that their suffering wouldome toan end. Often if we heard

that someonehad died in the red building,we would feel happy. It was a gift to be killed. Even in

sgd vghsd athkchmf+ vd vdgd vhrghmf sn chd- Vd vdgdm
were doing in the prison. We were dying every day, sloly

LOADING THE BODIES INTO TRUCKS

Between2am and 6am, the bodies of the victims are transferred from the execution room into large Hyundai
diesel trucks?3 The Hyundai trucks are sent to Saydnaya from Tishreen Hospital, and they are usually light
green in colour, with a separate front cab and cafas material covering the back cabin. Depending on the
number of bodies to be taken away, one or two trucks are sent into Saydnaya to collect the bodies. Former
prison guards and a former prison officialold Amnesty International that in the early hoursféhe morning,

no other vehicles enter the perimeter of Saydnaya prison, and no other processes, other thanetkecutions,
are carried out inthe white building®*

The bodies are dealt with in different ways, depending on the number ottims and the supplies at hand:

they are either put into the truck in wooden boxesin translucent bags or just in their clothing. A former

oghrnm neehbh” k cdrbghadc sgd kn > chmf ognbdrr9 ®Sgdqgd hr
executed at once inb one truck. Fiftypeople can fit into ae truck. If the number is smaller they use

wooden coffins. The trucks are big four- or fivetontr n sgdx b ™" m s jd °~ % qgfd mtladqg n

®@at Ltg lldc + vgn vngjdc hm sgd,recdléddis mleih thistage s hnmr gnn
of the process:

Sgdx trdc sn bgnnrd svn nq s gwgaldfinishbkGah.dlier sn kn c sg
truck would leavewith two guard cars from thebranch. We would not stop this vehicler check it;

we would justopen the gate and let it go through. livas a Hyundai diesel truck. Thenembers of

the execution panelleft around the time the HyundadidE S g hr  @ameimae thehprison only

for the executions®®

Amnesty International interviewed seven people detain@uthe white building between September 2011

and December 2015 who witnessed the loading process. These detainees withessed elements of the process

ax rhfgs+ rntmc+ ng ° bnlahm shnm ne sgd svn- Eng hmrs m
small window in his cell. He explained:

There was a sink, and we had to climb on top of the sink to get to the window, because the

vhmecnvr vdgd gd kkx ghfg- H bntkc nmkx ¢cn sghr dudqgx
bodies] into a Hyundai pickup with a cover in the back. There would be four trucks at the

maximum, but there was normally just one or two. | could see the truck from the side. The vehicles

have military[licence] plates... | saw the coffins with my own eyes. The door is narrow, atitere

were two soldiers carrying the coffins, one on each end. They would get the end into the truck, and

then they would push it forward. You could hear the sound of the wood pushing on the bottom of

sgd sqtbj- Hs v 'r m-s uidtgqnthis prisan,dt souraléddoudabbcodldr d hs-r rn
"krn gdq sgd ft > qcr vghrodghmf sn d bg nsgdgf£ Vghkd

% Interview with Amnesty International researchers on 21 April 2016.

9 Interview with Amnesty International researchers on 21 April 2016.

98 The information in this section is based on interviews by Amnesty International researchers with former guards and
officials from Saydnaya on 27 April, 15 May and 8 October 2016.

% Interviews by Amnesty International researchers with former guardsand officials from Saydnaya on 27 April, 15
May and 8 October 2016.

% Interview with Amnesty International researchers on 6 October 2016.

% Interview with Amnesty International researchers on 8 October 2016.
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sgdx vntkc rs qgs sgd dmfhmdr sn bnudg to sgd rntmc n
Usually they would finish before sunrise, while it was still dar¥.

®@at N8 atormer military officer from Hama, also saw the loading of the bodies from the window of
his cell. He explained what he saw and heard:

| was able to look out the windowt there is a smdl window near the toilet, and we would turn off

the light in the room. | would act like | had to use the toilet, and then | would start looking through

the window. We would be killed if they found out... They arrived around 4am and left around 6am.

Ididn- s r @Gedecs hdm ghel H+j mdv hs v r tmcdg | dE Sgdm sgdx
+ they werewooden+ there were 30 or 40 coffins. They would take them and load them. They left

with the sun rising. They used the diesel Hyundai truck, the green one. After they left, we could see

the slippers [outside the window of the cell]. If there were 30 sligps, then we knew that 15 people

had been executed. There were usually between 30 and 80 slippers outside. The criminal

prisoners [those arrested for ordinary crimes] would clean them .

Several former detainees told Amnesty International that they hadtrbeen able to look outside the prison,
ats sgdx vdgd rshkk “akd sn gd'q rntmcr sg s, nqgqdronmcd
a former soldier who was arrested from his post in-Ziabadani:

Most of the nights | wasleeping’, | wasactually awake, praying. We would hear the sounds
exactly one hour before the morning prayer. The cars would come, and then we could hear a big
rnt mc£ Vd chcm-sxhjsmmw twge'dsc hksh j vdWe wouldalwayshéaa k x  k h md £

the noise of somethif ghsshmf rsddk£ Vd bntkc gd g unhbdr--- Rn
about boxes. They would say®Take it from heret overtheretmn + s~ j d htsoumdadd g gdqgd- —

like they were takingsomething heavy fromtheat hk c hmf sn ° uwingitweikduE Sgdgd vdgq
bdkk+ ats vd bntkcm-s fn sn sgdl- Vd vntkc ad hmudrs
something like that. Speaking was forbidden in our cells, so we would say to each other, in

whispers and motionst® Sgd r nt mc r +twhat wad thdt?>?wWh&was n h mf nm>" - - -  @s

mh f g s + \gb tolihe toiletoonmake any movement. They said if they saw us go to the toilet,
vd vntkc gqgd kkx ad otmhrgdc- Sg s-r vgx ®%d vdgd rn p

®L ng " | ["Hacuniversity student from Aleppo, told Amnesty International that he also heard similar

rntmcr hm sgd mhfgs+ “mc khjd ®S qdj + gd v r tmrtgd ne
Two or three vehicleswould arrivev d chcm-s jmnv dw  bskx gov | > mx- Sgdx
gnnl dw bskx£ Hs v ' r adsvddm 11 "mc 3 |- ZSgd odnok

sounded like they all knew each other. We could hear the voice of the chief of our wing. We were

really wondering what they were bringing in or taking out. Theywwk ¢ r ~ x ®|l nud hs t o+ sg
nudgq sgdgd™ khjd sgdx vdgd ~qq mfhmf ennc nm °~ ok s
of thingst®gt qatx ud q s g@eyduys, helpmeontherightts ~j d xntq rhcd --- Z
sgd ghf gs+andyau ceul litar khe leavy sound of wood or stedloxes. Sometimes

vnnc nm rsddk£f£ Hs rntmcdc udgx tgfdms+ vg s sgdx vdq
know + we wanted to understand. We were analysingif they wereloading, it would finish. Sothey

must have beenbringing somethingthat moment and then taking it away... We thought they were

[loading] food boxes, or heatersl thought it wasmaybe ammunition®3

Amnesty International interviewed three other detainees held in the white building, wdfered accounts that

were consistent with the timing as well as with the sequence and nature of sounds described above. Former

cds  hmdd “®&shokerobheaing the sounds of loading and unloading outside, in the very early hours

of the morning!® ® G hic™ snkc @ mdrsx Hmsdgm shnm k sg° s gd r v sgd

vhmcnv ne ghr bdkk "mc r > hc gd gd gc ° ®rbg ohmf™ rnt mc-

97 Interview with Amnesty International on 18 May and 21 July 2016.

% Real name withheld.

®Hmsdquhdv vhsg @ mdrsx Hmsdgm shnm k nm 08 Itkx 1/05- ®@at Nr°

2014.

100 Real name withheld.

101 Interviews with Amnesty International researchers on 16 Mayand20Julyl / 05- ®S  gqdj v ' r c¢ds hmdc hm
Saydnaya from 2013 to 2014.

102 Real name withheld.

MHmsdquhdvr vhsg @ mdrsx Hmsdgm shnm  k gdrd gbgdgr nm 05 L x °n
Saydnaya from 2013 to 2015.

104 Real name withheld.

WHmsdquhdv vhsg @ mdrsx Hmsdgm shnm k gqdrd> gbgdgr nm 05 L x 1/¢C
2013 to 2015.
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metal box, andthey were throwing it. [Rere was] ahit and ascrape, g d d w% Formbrmetainee

®Jg Wdchc sg° s gd gd gqc rntmcr+ hm sgd | hcckdzxn

like meatonmetaltenq ~gnt mc 04 | hmtsdr adengd gd  qhmf

theechoesyd gd > qc+ sgd sqtbjr rntmcdc ®udgxmBh®otrgchsg s

ghfgs  ng ®d%s hs nudg gdgd -

REGISTRAADNISHREEN HOSPITAL AND TRANSPORT TO MASS GRAVES

The bodies of the victims are then taken from Saydnaya to TishreerMilitary Hospital, where they are
registered by hospital officials there.® Amnesty International has not been able to confirm the precise
details of this process. However, according to former prison authorities from Saydnaya, the bodies are
not photographed at this stage by the Military Police, because it is not necessary for the authorities to
confirm or register their cause of death.’® Just as in the cases of those who die as a result of torture and
other ill-treatment at Saydnaya, the family members of execution victims are not given the remains of

the victims and are never informed of their death. Unlike the victims of torture, however, the victims of
execution are not recorded in death certificatessHmr sd " ¢+ cnbt |l dms"’
retained by the Syrian authorities. None of these record is accessible to the public. Accordingly,
families are given no information about those who are executed.

The bodies of the victims are transported from Tishreen Hospital to mass graves located on military land
near Damascus. According to two former prison officials from Saydnaya, the bodies are most often taken
to Najha, a small village on the main road between Sweida and Damascus. In Najha, the bodies are often
buried in a cemetery that existed priorto 2011, wghbg hr rnl dshl dr qgqdedqgqd
former officials also stated that bodies were being deposited in a mass grave in Qatana, a small town in
the westem suburbs of Damascus, insidethe military base for Division 10. Not having access to Syria,
Amnesty International has been unable to indeperdently verify these statements

106 |nterview with Amnesty International researchers on 14 May 2016.
107 Real name withheld.

108 |Interview with Amnesty Internationalreseegb gdqr nm 14 @oghk 1/05- ®Jg kdc

2013 to 2014.

109 The information in this section is based on interviews conducted by Amnesty International researchers with a
former prison official from Saydnaya on 26 April and 6 October 201 6, a former judge from the Military Court on 13
May 2016, and a doctor who worked at Tishreen Hospital on 8 October 2016.

Wwa@abbngchmf kx+ sgdrd uhbshlr vntkc mns ad "I nmf sgnrd
3.1 for more details.

HUMAN SLAUGHTERHOUSE
MASS HANGANESEXTERMINATSBNDNAYA PRISON, SYR

Amnesty International 28

e sgd m

hm sgd

v r cds’

hf

sgd sqtbj

gd

shnm gdbngchmf sg
C sn "~ r s

ogr



SATELLITE INAGIEMASS GRAVES AT NAJHA, SYRIA

6 AuBlSt 20008 3une 2014

=

Cemetery

until 2014. On 3 June 2014, one vehicle can be seen next to newly dug gtavés iSepeeimaere28iroximately 125 new graves are visible since
2010. A new earthen berm is also visible, possibly constructed to better secure the town.
Coordinat88.384% 36.3824Left and middle imagegl&Rarth © 2016 DigitalGligheéjmage: © 2016 Digitabe, Inc.

18 Sentehber 2016

Military base area

On 3 March 2010, imagery shows a small cemetery approximately 500 metres north of Najha, adjacent, wallsnilicaeydrastedrafirid the
cemetetfiough the number of graves only began to increase significaitigtyaitablelintagery, after August 2013. On 18 September 2016, imagery
shows the graves in the cemetery have more than doubled.

Coordinat88.3927 36.3685_eft image: @Earth © 2016 DigitalGlgbéjmage: © 2016 DigitalGlobe, Inc.
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The bttyrs Cemetery is located south of Damascus, along the road to Najha. In 2010, imagery shows cemegéryayiatgratvesaretusiyrat
designed columns and rows. In 2013, new 90 metre long trenches begin to appear aar ¢chatowuirgeinfaldy4. By 18 September 2016,
imagery shows the grave area has more than doubled in size with additional 90 metre long trenches.

Coordinat88.411%36.36%71eft image: @Gp® Earth © 2016 DigitalGlghéjmage: © 20DyitalGlobe, .Inc

4.2.3ALLEGED PERPETRAI®DRD E @SDQRBC-SQ@MRE
DETAINEES

Former detainees from the red building at Saydnaya provided Amnesty International with the names of 59

individuals who they witnessed being taken from their cells ingtafternoon, being told that they were being

transferred to civilian prisons in Syria. The evidence contained in this report strongly suggests that in fact,

these individuals were extrajudicially executed. Given the security concerns of Syrians who aliérstide the

country and the dispersion of Syrian refugees outside of the country, it is difficult to identify and contact

uhbshlr- e Il hkx | dl adqr - wasabletoldcgte-the@mitydnensbers diliefd g m™ s hnm’™ k
these 59 individuals. Of thes, 13 were civilians at the time of their arrestand four were members of the

Syrian military. None were members of neatate armed groups. In all cases, the family members had not

received any news on the fate or whereabouts of their loved one.

Former prison guards and a former prison officiafrom Saydnaya also providedsmnesty International with
the names of 36 detainees whdnad been extrajudicially executed in Saydnaya sinc2011.%'* Out ofrespect
for the privacy and securityof the family members of hese detainees Amnesty International is not publicly
disclosing their names. However, theseames havebeen shared with bodies undertakingredible
investigations into the international crimes committed in Syria.

Amnesty International has collected imfmation on the members of the execution peel as well as otler
officers and officials who ibelieves, based on itsresearch, should be investigated for their imlvement in
crimes at SaydnayaAmnesty International has also obtained the names of 87 offits and guards who
worked at Saydnaya between 2011 and 2016, which were provided by former guards and officials from
Saydnaya as well as by former detainees. In most cases, the full names were obtained; in the remaining

111 These names are on file with Amnesty International.
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