
 

 

 

 

 

 HUMAN SLAUGHTERHOUSE  
MASS HANGINGS AND EXTERMINATION AT SAYDNAYA PRISON, 
SYRIA  

 



 

 
 

© Amnesty International 2016 
Except where otherwise noted, content in this document is licensed under a Creative Commons 
(attribution, non-commercial, no derivatives, international 4.0) licence. 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/legalcode 
For more information please visit the permissions page on our website: www.amnesty.org 
Where material is attributed to a copyright owner other than Amnesty International this  
material is not subject to the Creative Commons licence. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Cover photo: Satellite image of Saydnaya Military Prison 
Coordinates 33.6648°, 36.3288°, Google Earth © 2016 DigitalGlobe 

First published in 2016 
by Amnesty International Ltd 
Peter Benenson House, 1 Easton Street 
London WC1X 0DW, UK 
 

Index: MDE 24/5415/2017 
Original language: English 

 
  

amnesty.org 

 Amnesty International is a global movement of more    

 than 7 million people who campaign for a world   

 where human rights are enjoyed by all.  

 Our vision is for every person to enjoy all the rights   

 enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights   

 and other international human rights standards.  

 We are independent of any government, political   

 ideology, economic interest or religion and are funded    

 mainly by our membership and public donations.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/legalcode
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/legalcode
http://www.amnesty.org/


 

HUMAN SLAUGHTERHOUSE  
MASS HANGINGS AND EXTERMINATION AT SAYDNAYA PRISON, SYRIA  

Amnesty International 3 

CONTENTS 

1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 5 

2. METHODOLOGY 9 

3. BACKGROUND 11 

3.1 DETENTION-RELATED VIOLATIONS BY THE SYRIAN AUTHORITIES 11 

3.2 DETENTION-RELATED ABUSES BY NON-STATE ARMED GROUPS 12 

4. HANGINGS AND EXTERMINATION AT SAYDNAYA PRISON 14 

4.1 INTRODUCTION 14 

4.2 MASS HANGINGS 16 

4.2.1 OVERVIEW 16 

4.2.2 PROCEDURES FOR EXECUTIONS 17 

4.2.3 ALLEGED PERPETRATORS AND THE FATE NE ¬SQ@MREDQQDC CDSAINEES 30 

4.3 EXTERMINATION POLICIES 31 

4.3.1 OVERVIEW 31 

4.3.2 TORTURE AND INHUMAN TREATMENT OF DETAINEES 31 

4.3.3 PROCEDURES FOR DEATHS 37 

4.3.4 DOCUMENTED DEATHS 40 

5. APPLICATION OF INTERNATIONAL LAW 41 

6. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS  43 



 

HUMAN SLAUGHTERHOUSE  
MASS HANGINGS AND EXTERMINATION AT SAYDNAYA PRISON, SYRIA  

Amnesty International 4 

 



 

HUMAN SLAUGHTERHOUSE  
MASS HANGINGS AND EXTERMINATION AT SAYDNAYA PRISON, SYRIA  

Amnesty International 5 

1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

®R`ydnaya is the end of life ± sgd dmc ne gtl`mhsx-¯ 
 

 ά@at Ltg`lldc¯+former guard at Saydnaya 

 

Saydnaya Military Prison is where the Syrian state quietly slaughters its own people. The victims are 
overwhelmingly ordinary civilians who are thought to oppose the government. Since 2011, thousands of 
people have been extrajudicially executed in mass hangings, carried out at night and in the utmost secrecy. 
Many other detainees at Saydnaya Military Prison have been killed after being repeatedly tortured and 
systematically deprived of food, water, medicine and medical care. The bodies of those who are killed at 
Saydnaya are buried in mass graves. It is inconceivable that these large-scale and systematic practices have 
not been authorized at the highest levels of the Syrian government.  

From December 2015 to December 2016, Amnesty International researched the patterns, sequence and 
scale of violations carried out at Saydnaya Military Prison (Saydnaya). In the course of this investigation, the 
organization interviewed 31 men who were detained at Saydnaya, four prison officials or guards who 
previously worked at Saydnaya, three former Syrian judges, three doctors who worked at Tishreen Military 
Hospital, four Syrian lawyers, 17 international and national experts on detention in Syria and 22 family 
members of people who were or still are detained at Saydnaya.  

Given that Amnesty International has been barred by the Syrian authorities from entering the country and 
has consequently not had access to government-controlled areas since 2011, the majority of these 
interviews were carried out in southern Turkey. The remaining interviews were conducted by telephone or 
through other remote means with interviewees in Syria, or with individuals based in Lebanon, Jordan, 
European countries and the USA.  

In total, Amnesty International interviewed 84 people for this report. In many cases, two or more interviews 
were conducted with key witnesses to evaluate the consistency and veracity of the information they provided. 
In all but two cases, interviews with witnesses were conducted separately. Several interviewees shared their 
testimonies with Amnesty International at significant personal risk.  

Amnesty International has attempted to engage with the Syrian authorities on human rights concerns, 
including torture and other ill-treatment, enforced disappearances and deaths in custody, though various 
means since 2011, in particular by submitting to them cases via communications from its Urgent Action 
network and by sending letters in advance of the release of public reports. On 10 January 2017, Amnesty 
International sent a letter to the Syrian authorities requesting clarifications regarding the allegations raised in 
sghr qdonqs `mc qdhsdq`sdc @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`kr qdptdrs enq `bbdrr sn odqrnmr deprived of their liberty in 
Syria. Amnesty International has received no response to this letter or to its other requests for information.  

The Syrian government has used torture and enforced disappearance as a means to crush dissent for 
decades. As earlx `r 0876+ @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k cnbtldmsdc sgd fnudqmldmsr rxrsdl`shb trd ne 24
snqstqd sdbgmhptdr hm hsr oqhrnmr- Rhmbd 1/00+ gnvdudq+ sgd Rxqh`m fnudqmldmsr uhnk`shnmr `f`hmrs cds`hmddr
have increased drastically in magnitude and severity. According to the Human Rights Data Analysis Group, 
at least 17,723 people were killed in government custody between March 2011 and December 2015, an 
average of 300 deaths each month. The people at greatest risk of arrest, torture and death at Saydnaya and 
in other government-run prisons are those who are perceived to oppose the government in some way. They 
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come from all sectors of Syrian society. Many are demonstrators, long-time political dissidents, human rights 
defenders, journalists, doctors, humanitarian aid workers and students.  

Such has been the inhuman treatment of detainees held at Saydnaya that Amnesty International has 
concluded that they and detainees held in other government-run detention centres have been subjected to 
®dwsdqlhm`shnm¯+ cdehmdc ax sgd Qnld Rs`stsd ne sgd Hmsdqm`shnm`k Bqhlhm`k Bntqs `r sgd ®hmsdmshnm`k hmekhbshnm
of conditions of life, inter alia the deprivation of access to food and medicine, calculated to bring about the 
cdrsqtbshnm ne o`qs ne ` onotk`shnm¯- 

Based on its hmudrshf`shnm+ @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`kr `rrdrrldms hr sg`s sgd murder, torture, enforced 
disappearances and extermination carried out at Saydnaya since 2011 have been perpetrated as part of an 
attack against the civilian population that has been widespread, as well as systematic, and carried out in 
furtherance of state policy. It therefore concludes sg`s sgd Rxqh`m `tsgnqhshdr uhnk`shnmr `s R`xcm`x` `lntnt 
to crimes against humanity.  

 

MASS HANGINGS  

There are two detention centres at Saydnaya Military Prison, which may hold between 10,000 and 20,000 
odnokd- Hm sgd ®qdc athkchmf¯+ sgd l`inqhsx ne cds`hmddr `qd bhuhkhans who have been arrested since the 
adfhmmhmf ne sgd bqhrhr hm 1/00- Hm sgd ®vghsd athkchmf¯+ sgd l`inqhsx ne cds`hmddr `qd neehbdqr and soldiers in 
the Syrian military who have also been arrested since 2011.  

Thousands of people detained in the red building have been killed in secret extrajudicial executions, after 
being held in conditions amounting to enforced disappearance. The killings have taken the form of mass 
hangings. Adenqd sgdx `qd g`mfdc+ sgd uhbshlr `qd bnmcdlmdc sn cd`sg hm ®sqh`kr¯ `s sgd Lhkhs`qx Ehdkc Bntqs
located in the al-Qaboun neighbourhood of Damascus, which last between one and three minutes. On the 
day the prisom `tsgnqhshdr b`qqx nts sgd g`mfhmfr+ vghbg sgdx qdedq sn `r ®sgd o`qsx¯+ sgdx bnkkdbs sgd uhbshlr
from their cells in the afternoon. The listed detainees are told that they will be transferred to a civilian prison. 
Instead, they are brought to a cell in the basement of the red building, where they are severely beaten over 
the course of two or three hours. In the middle of the night, they are blindfolded and transferred in delivery 
trucks or minibuses to the white building. There, they are taken into a room in the basement and hanged. 
This takes place once or twice a week, and on each occasion between 20 and 50 people are hanged to 
death. 

Throughout this process, the victims remain blindfolded. They are only told that they have been sentenced to 
death minutes before the executions are carried out; they are never told when their execution will be carried 
out; and they do not know how they will die until the nooses are placed around their necks.  

@esdq sgd dwdbtshnm hr b`qqhdc nts+ sgd uhbshlr anchdr `qd kn`cdd into a truck, transferred to Tishreen Hospital 
for registration and buried in mass graves. These graves are located on military land near Damascus, 
including in Najha, a village on the main road between Sweida and Damascus, and in Qatana, a small town 
in the western suburbs of Damascus.  

On the basis of evidence from people who worked within the prison authorities at Saydnaya and witness 
testimony from detainees, Amnesty International estimates that between 5,000 and 13,000 people were 
extrajudicially executed at Saydnaya between September 2011 and December 2015. Amnesty International 
does not have evidence of executions after December 2015. However, detainees are still transferred to 
R`xcm`x`+ ®sqh`kr¯ `s sgd Lhkhs`qx Ehdkc Bntqs hm `k-Qaboun have continued, and there is no reason to believe 
that executions have stopped. Therefore, since December 2015, thousands more people are likely to have 
been executed.  

The execution process at Saydnaya is secret and only known to the guards and officials who are directly 
involved, as well as high-level Syrian officials. Even the guards who oversee the collection process and 
beatings at the red building are usually unaware of what happens to the detainees after they are transferred 
to the white building in the middle of the night.  

The process of the hangings is authorized by officials at the highest levels of government. Death sentences 
are approved by the Grand Mufti of Syria and by either the Minister of Defence or the Chief of Staff of the 
Army, who are deputized to act on behalf of President Bashar al-Assad. The sentences are also signed by 
the head and the Military Prosecutor of the Military Field Court and a representative of the security forces. 
The hangings are physically overseen by an execution panel, which includes military officers, as well as 
prison and medical officials.  
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Amnesty International has collected information on the members of the execution panel as well as other 
officers and officials who it believes, based on its research, should be investigated for their involvement in 
crimes at Saydnaya. Amnesty International has also been provided with the names of 36 detainees who have 
been extrajudicially executed at Saydnaya since 2011, which will not be released publicly due to privacy and 
security concerns. The organization has shared this information on alleged perpetrators and victims with 
bodies capable of undertaking credible investigations into crimes committed at Saydnaya.  

 

EXTERMINATION POLICIES 

Detainees held in the red building at Saydnaya are subjected to an established programme of abuse. They 
are regularly tortured, usually through severe beatings and sexual violence. They are denied adequate food, 
water, medicine, medical care and sanitation, which has led to the rampant spread of infection and disease. 
Silence is enforced, even during torture sessions. Many detainees develop serious mental illnesses such as 
psychosis.  

The authorishdr sqd`sldms ne cds`hmddr hm R`xcm`x` rddlr designed to inflict maximal physical and 
psychological suffering. Their apparent goal is to humiliate, degrade, dehumanize and to destroy any sense 
of dignity or hope. Omar, a high-rbgnnk rstcdms vgdm gd v`r `qqdrsdc+ snkc @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k+ ®Xnt vhkk
struggle to find a former Saydnaya prisoner who will tell you what really happened there, because it is so 
gtlhkh`shmf-¯ Gdshared one of his experiences:  

H cnms dudm jmnv vg`s sdql sn trd sn cdrbqhad vg`s H r`v- Sgd ft`qc vntkc `rj dudqxnmd sn s`jd
off all their clothes and go to the bathroom one by one. As we walked to the bathroom, they would 
select one of the boys, someone petite or young or fair. They would ask him to stand with his face 
sn sgd cnnq `mc bknrd ghr dxdr- Sgdx vntkc sgdm `rj ` ahffdq oqhrnmdq sn q`od ghl£ Mn nmd vhkk
admit this happened to them, but it happened so often... Sometimes psychological pain is worse 
than physical pain, and the people who were forced to do this were never the same again. 

Enqldq cds`hmdd ®R`lddq¯ cdrbqhadc nmd ne sgd ad`shmfr gd qdbdhudc `s R`xcm`x`9 

The beating was so intense. It was as if you had a nail, and you were trying again and again to beat 
it into a rock. It was impossible, but they just kept going. I was wishing they would just cut off my 
legs instead of beating them any more. 

These extermination policies, which have been inflicted on detainees at Saydnaya since 2011, have resulted 
in the deaths of hundreds ± probably thousands ± of detainees. Procedures have been developed to deal 
with such high death rates. The bodies of deceased detainees are collected from the cells in the morning 
and taken to Tishreen Military Hospital. There the deaths are registered in medical reports and death 
certificates stipulating the cause of death as heart or respiratory failure. The bodies are then transported by 
truck to mass graves on military land near Damascus, including in the locations mentioned above.  

 

RECOMMENDATIONS  

Amnesty International demands that the Syrian authorities immediately cease extrajudicial executions and 
torture and inhuman treatment at Saydnaya Military Prison and in all other government-run detention 
centres across Syria. It further demands that they grant international monitors unhindered access to all 
persons deprived of their liberty and to all places of detention in Syria. The Syrian authorities must inform 
families of the whereabouts and legal status of all detainees in their custody. They must also inform families 
of the fate of those who have died in their custody.  

Amnesty International urgently calls for an independent and impartial investigation into extrajudicial 
executions and extermination policies at Saydnaya Military Prison. To this end, the UN Human Rights 
Council should require the UN-mandated Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian 
Arab Republic to undertake such an investigation without delay.   

Amnesty International calls on the members of the International Syria Support Group and the UN Special 
Envoy for Syria to raise the issue of extrajudicial executions and torture in detention in discussions with the 
Syrian authorities and with states that support the Syrian government, most notably Russia and Iran.  

The families of the tens of thousands of prisoners who have been forcibly disappeared, tortured and killed in 
the custody of the Syrian authorities have a right to know the fate of their loved ones. Those responsible for 
these crimes against humanity and war crimes must be brought to justice. Accountability for these crimes is 
also required to prevent renewed cycles of violence: only an end to impunity for mass atrocities can foster 



 

HUMAN SLAUGHTERHOUSE  
MASS HANGINGS AND EXTERMINATION AT SAYDNAYA PRISON, SYRIA  

Amnesty International 8 

the conditions for a just and sustainable end to the bloodshed in Syria. A new mechanism established by the 
UN General Assembly on 21 December 2016 provides an opportunity for the collection and analysis of 
evidence of violations of international humanitarian law and human rights law, which could facilitate and 
expedite fair and independent criminal proceedings against those responsible. Amnesty International calls 
on the international community to ensure the mechanism is set up promptly with international co-operation, 
support and adequate resources, both financial and human, and has the necessary safeguards to establish 
its legitimacy, independence and transparency, in order to gain the trust of Syrians as well as the civil society 
organizations that have been documenting grave violations since the outset of the conflict. It further calls on 
the international community to accept the shared responsibility to investigate and prosecute extrajudicial 
executions, torture, enforced disappearance and other crimes under international law committed in Syria 
since 2011, in particular by exercising universal jurisdiction and other applicable domestic legislation to 
bring suspected perpetrators to justice.  
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2. METHODOLOGY  

The research for this report took place between December 2015 and December 2016. Amnesty International 
interviewed 31 men who were detained at Saydnaya (also spelt Sednaya) between 2011 and 2015.1 Of 
sgdrd+ 1/ vdqd cds`hmdc hm sgd oqhrnmr ®qdc athkchmf¯9 five who were part of the Syrian military at the time of 
their arrest and 15 who were civilians. The remaining 11 were detained in sgd oqhrnmr ®vghsd athkchmf¯+
including nine who were part of the Syrian military at the time of arrest and two who were civilians. As 
explained below, the majority of those detained in the red building of Saydnaya since 2011 are civilians, and 
the majority of those detained in the white building are soldiers or officers in the Syrian military.2 

Amnesty International also interviewed four prison officials or guards who previously worked at Saydnaya; 
three former judges, one of whom served in the Military Court in the al-Mezzeh neighbourhood of 
Damascus;3 three doctors who worked at Tishreen Military Hospital; four Syrian lawyers; 17 international and 
national experts on detention in Syria, such as investigators, analysts and monitors; and 22 family members 
of people who were or still are believed to be detained at Saydnaya. The majority of these interviews took 
place in person in southern Turkey. The remaining interviews were conducted by telephone or through other 
remote means with interviewees still in Syria, or with individuals based in Lebanon, Jordan, European 
countries and the USA.  

In total, Amnesty International interviewed 84 people for this report. In many cases, two or more interviews 
were conducted with key witnesses to evaluate the consistency and veracity of the information they provided. 
In all but two cases, interviews with witnesses were conducted separately. Several interviewees shared their 
testimonies with Amnesty International at significant personal risk.  

For this report, Amnesty International reviewed reports from UN agencies, international NGOs, local 
monitoring groups and the media. Amnesty International also co-operated with individual activists and Syrian 
monitoring groups to establish contact with former detainees as well as with the families of persons who have 
been detained by the Syrian authorities. These groups include Urnammu for Justice and Human Rights, the 
Syrian Network for Human Rights, and the Syrian Institute for Justice and Accountability. Finally, Amnesty 
International liaised with the Commission for International Justice and Accountability to corroborate some of 
the identities of detainees at Saydnaya and several relevant Syrian officials.  

Most of the interviewees in this report are referred to by their first name only, following requests by the 
interviewees. Several asked for their names to be withheld completely, either to protect their own safety or 
the safety of family members living in Syria. In these cases, Amnesty International has included their 
testimonies but their names have been changed. These names appear in quotation marks.  

Despite repeated requests by Amnesty International for access to Syria, and specifically for access to 
detention facilities operated by the Syrian authorities, Amnesty International has been barred by the Syrian 
authorities from carrying out research in the country and consequently has not had access to areas 
controlled by the Syrian government since the crisis began in 2011. Other independent human rights 
monitoring groups have faced similar obstacles.  

Amnesty International has attempted to engage with the Syrian authorities on human rights concerns, 
including torture and other ill-treatment, enforced disappearances and deaths in custody, though various 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
1 Former prison authorities at Saydnaya, as well as experts consulted by Amnesty International, reported that only men 
have been detained at Saydnaya since 2011.    
2 See Section 4.1 for more details on the red and white buildings at Saydnaya.  
3 The Military Court is a branch of the Syrian judiciary, under the Ministry of Defence, which tries crimes committed 
by members of the military as well as crimes related to the military.   



 

HUMAN SLAUGHTERHOUSE  
MASS HANGINGS AND EXTERMINATION AT SAYDNAYA PRISON, SYRIA  

Amnesty International 10 

means since 2011, in particular by submitting to them cases via communications from its Urgent Action 
network and by sending letters in advance of the release of public reports. On 6 January 2017, Amnesty 
International sent a letter to the Syrian authorities requesting clarifications regarding the allegations raised in 
this report amc qdhsdq`sdc @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`kr qdptdrs enq `bbdrr sn `kk odqrnmr cdoqhudc ne sgdhq khadqsx hm
Syria. At the time of the publication of this report, Amnesty International has received no response to this 
letter or to its other requests for information. If the organization receives such a response in the future, it will 
qdekdbs sgd fnudqmldmsr nardqu`shnmr hm rtardptdms otakhb`shnmr- 
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3. BACKGROUND 

3.1 DETENTION-RELATED VIOLATIONS  
BY THE SYRIAN AUTHORITIES 
Syrian government security forces have arbitrarily arrested, forcibly disappeared and tortured detainees in 
their custody for decades. Between 1980 and 2000, the government of former President Hafez al-Assad was 
responsible for the enforced disappearance of an estimated 17,000 individuals in Syria.4 Its forces are also 
suspected of forcibly disappearing Lebanese, Palestinians and other Arab nationals during its military 
presence in Lebanon, hundreds of whom are still missing.5 A 1987 Amnesty International report 
documented arbitrary arrests, deaths in custody and the systematic use of 35 methods of torture carried out 
by the Syrian authorities. The goal of these long-standing practices is clear: to crush dissent. According to 
@lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`kr 0876 qdonqs+ ®@mxnmd vgn noonrdr sgd fnudqmldms hr `sqhrj-¯6  

Hmcddc+ sgd fnudqmldmsr sqd`sldms ne cds`hmddr hm hsr btrsncx v`r nmd ne sgd e`bsnqr sg`s ro`qjdc sgd ehqrs
demonstrations of the Syrian crisis in 2011. When the Syrian authorities arrested and tortured 15 students 
who spray-painted anti-government slogans on a school wall in Deraa in March 2011, their families, friends, 
and neighbours gathered in protests demanding their release. After government forces opened fire on these 
protests, demonstrations spread across the country in spring and summer 2011.7  

@r sgd bqhrhr hm Rxqh` drb`k`sdc+ sgd Rxqh`m `tsgnqhshdr uhnk`shnmr `f`hmrs cds`hmddr hmbqd`rdc cq`l`shb`kkx hm
scope and scale.8 Since 2011, the Syrian government has systematically arrested and detained tens of 
thousands of its citizens through neighbourhood raids, at checkpoints, and in their workplaces, universities 
and homes.9 As was the case before the crisis, the people at greatest risk of arrest and detention have been 
those who are perceived to oppose the government, including peaceful opponents of the government such 
as demonstrators, human rights defenders and political dissidents; individuals considered to be disloyal to 
the government such as journalists, doctors who treated demonstrators and members of the military; and 
family members of wanted individuals. The arrests have been laqfdkx b`qqhdc nts ax Rxqh`r entq hmsdkkhfdmbd
agencies, namely Air Force Intelligence, Military Intelligence, Political Security and General Intelligence 
(sometimes referred to as State Security).10 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
4 Human Rights Watch, A wasted decade: Human rights in Syria during Bashar al-@r`cr ehqrs sdm xd`qr hm onvdq, 16 
July 2010, available at www.hrw.org/report/2010/07/16/wasted -decade/human-rights-syria-during-bashar-al-asads-
first -ten-years-power  
5 For more details, see Amnesty International, Mdudq enqfnssdm9 Kda`mnmr lhrrhmf odnokd(Index: MDE 24/059/2011).  
6 Amnesty International, Syria: Torture by the security forces (Index: MDE 24/009/1987).  
7 AAB+ ®Rxqh`9 Sgd rsnqx ne sgd bnmekhbs¯+ 00 L`qbg 1/05+ `u`hk`akd `s vvv-aab-bnl.mdvr.vnqkc-middle-east-
26116868; The New York Times+ ®@ e`bdkdrr sddm`fd Qdetfdd vgn gdkodc hfmhsd sgd Rxqh`m bnmekhbs¯+ 7 Edaqt`qx
2013, available at www.nytimes.com/2013/02 /09/world/middleeast/a-faceless-teenage-refugee-who-helped-ignite-
syrias-war.html?_r=0 
8 For more details, see Amnesty International, ¬H v`msdc sn chd9 Rxqh`r snqstqd rtquhunqr rod`j nts(Index: MDE 
24/016/2012) and @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k+ ¬It breaks the gtl`m9 Snqstqd+ chrd`rd `mc cd`sg hm Rxqh`r oqhrnmr (Index: 
MDE 24/4508/2016) (Amnesty International, ¬Hs aqd`jr sgd gtl`m). 
9 Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic, Out of sight, out of mind : Deaths in 
detention in the Syrian Arab Republic, February 2016, available at 
www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/CoISyria/A-HRC-31-CRP1_en.pdf (UN Commission of Inquiry, Out of 
sight, out of mind ).  
10 Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic, Without a trace: Enforced 
disappearances in Syria, December 2013, available at 
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Those arrested by the Syrian authorities descend into a network of detention centres scattered across Syria. 
Throughout their detention, the vast majority of detainees are subjected to enforced disappearance ± cut off 
from their family, friends and the outside world.11 Their families are never told where they are held or 
whether they are still alive. Detainees are tortured beginning from the moment of their arrest, during their 
®vdkbnld o`qshdr¯± a term commonly used by Syrian detainees and guards to refer to the severe beatings 
received upon arrival at a detention facility ± and throughout their interrogations. During interrogation, the 
Rxqh`m `tsgnqhshdr trd snqstqd sn dwsq`bs e`krd ®bnmedrrhnmr¯ eqnl cds`hmddr+ vghbg sgd `tsgnqhshdr sgdm trd sn
determine sentences im ek`fq`mskx tme`hq `mc rg`lankhb ®sqh`kr¯- Bnllnm ldsgncr ne snqstqd hmbktcd rdudqd
beating, the use of electric shocks, sexual violence including rape and stress positions. These methods are 
often used in combination during multiple sessions over the course of days, weeks or months.12 

As the backdrop to this, detainees are held in subhuman conditions and systematically denied their basic 
needs, including food, water, medicine, medical care and sanitation. They are packed into filthy, 
overcrowded cells without access to fresh air, sunlight or ventilation. In these conditions, scabies, lice, 
infections and diseases run rampant, and many detainees develop serious mental illnesses such as 
psychosis.13 

As a result of the torture and conditions they are forced to endure, detainees in government custody are 
dying on a massive scale. According to the Human Rights Data Analysis Group, a non-governmental 
organization that uses scientific methods to analyse human rights violations, at least 17,723 people were 
killed in government custody between March 2011 and December 2015, an average of 300 deaths each 
month.14 Both HRDAG and Amnesty International believe that this is a conservative estimate and that the 
actual total is much higher. 

Compelling evidence of these mass deasgr v`r b`ostqdc ax ` ognsnfq`ogdq eqnl sgd fnudqmldmsr Lhkhs`qx
Onkhbd+ bncdm`ldc ®B`dr`q¯+ vgn rltffkdc nts sgntr`mcr ne hl`fdr ne cds`hmddr vgnhad died in the 
custody of the Syrian authorities since 2011.15 In a report released in December 2015, the international 
monitoring group Human Rights Watch found these photos to be authentic and cited the most common 
causes of death as gastrointestinal infection, involving severe diarrhoea and dehydration; skin disease 
leading to infection; torture; mental distress that led detainees to refuse to eat and drink; and chronic 
diseases for which detainees did not receive the necessary medication or treatment.16  

Based on the interviews conducted for this report and its prior research, as well as the documentation of 
other international and national monitoring groups, Amnesty International considers that the torture and 
other ill-treatment, enforced disappearances and extrajudicial executions carried out by the Syrian 
government since 2011 have been perpetrated as part of an attack against the civilian population, pursuant 
to a state policy that has been widespread as well as systematic, and therefore amount to crimes against 
humanity.  

3.2 DETENTION-RELATED ABUSES  
BY NON-STATE ARMED GROUPS 
Since the beginning of the Syrian crisis, non-state armed groups active in Syria have carried out human 
rights abuses and violations of international humanitarian law against individuals in their custody, including 
torture and other ill-treatment and summary killings. Since 2011, Amnesty International has documented 
serious abuses by armed opposition groups, as well as by the armed group calling itself Islamic State (IS) 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/CoISyria/ThematicPaperEDInSyria.pdf (UN Commission of Inquiry, 
Without a trace).  
11 Amnesty International, ¬Adsvddm oqhrnm `mc sgd fq`ud9 Dmenqbdc chr`ood`q`mbdr hm Rxqh`(Index: MDE 
24/2579/2015). Ο 
12 Amnesty International, ¬Hs aqd`jr sgd gtl`m, p. 6.  
13 @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k+ ¬It breaks the human+p. 41.  
14 For more information, see Human Rights Data Analysis Group, Technical memo for Amnesty International report on 
deaths in detention, August 2016, available at hrdag.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/HRDAG-AI-memo.pdfΟ 
15 See The New Yorker+ ®Sgd @rr`c Ehkdr¯+ 07 @oqhk 1/05+ `u`hk`akd `s
www.newyorker.com/magazine/2016/04/18/bashar-al-assads-war-crimes-exposed and Vanity Fair+ ®Cnbtldmshmf Duhk9
Hmrhcd @rr`cr Gnrohs`kr ne Gnqqnq¯+ 0 Itmd 1/04+ `u`hk`akd `s vvv-u`mhsxe`hq-bnl.mdvr.1/04./5.`rsad-war-crimes-
syria-torture-caesar-hospital 
16 Human Rights Watch, He sgd cd`c bntkc rod`j9 L`rr cd`sgr `mc snqstqd hm Rxqh`r cdsdmshnm e`bhkhshdr, December 
2015, available at www.hrw.org/report/2015/12/16/if -dead-could-speak/mass-deaths-and-torture-syrias-detention-
facilities  (Human Rights Watch, If the dead could speak).  
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and by Jabhat Fateh al-Sham (formerly known as Jabhat al-Nusra), and found that some of these violations 
amount to war crimes. These abuses were documented most recently in Amnersx Hmsdqm`shnm`kr 1/05report 
¬Snqstqd v`r lx ounishment9 @actbshnmr+ sorture and summary killings under armed group rule in Aleppo 
and Idleb, Syria.17 The UN-mandated Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab 
Republic (UN Commission of Inquiry) has also found that, in the context of detention, Jabhat Fateh al-Sham 
and other non-state armed groups have committed the war crimes of murder and torture and other ill-
treatment, while IS has committed the crimes against humanity of murder and torture.18 While these 
represent very serious concerns, @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`kr `rrdrrldms hr sg`s sgd u`rs l`inqhsx ne cdsdmshnm-
related violations since 2011 have been carried out by the Syrian authorities.  

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
17 Amnesty International, ¬Snqstqd v`r lx otmhrgldms9 @actbshnmr+ snqstqd `mc rtll`qx jhkkhmfr tmcdq `qldc fqnto
rule in Aleppo and Idleb, Syria (Index: MDE 24/4227/2016). For more info rmation on violations carried out by non-
state armed groups, see Amnesty International, Rule of fear: ISIS abuses in detention in northern Syria (Index: MDE 
24/063/2013) and Amnesty International, Syria: Summary killings and other abuses by armed groups (Index: MDE 
24/008/2013).  
18 UN Commission of Inquiry, Out of sight, out of mind ; Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the 
Syrian Arab Republic, They came to destroy: ISIS crimes against the Yezidis, June 2016, available at 
www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/IICISyria/Pages/IndependentInternationalCommission.aspx 
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4. HANGINGS AND 
EXTERMINATION AT 
SAYDNAYA PRISON  

®Ntq aq`hmr rs`qsdc cdudknohmf hm ` udqx rsq`mfd v`x hm
R`xcm`x`- Vd chcms sghmj `ants vg`s vd vdqd cnhmf± we just 
reached the state of barbarity, and entered it, not even 
thinking. Everything we did was part of the battle of survival. 
Hsr ` qd`k v`q+ `mc, in the end, if you refuse to fight it, you will 
chd-¯19 
 

 ®V`dk¯+ cetained in Saydnaya from 2012 to 2014  

4.1 INTRODUCTION 
Between December 2015 and December 2016, Amnesty International conducted research on violations of 
human rights and international humanitarian law taking place at Saydnaya Military Prison. It has found that, 
rhmbd 1/00+ sgntr`mcr ne cds`hmddr gdkc hm R`xcm`x`r qdc athkchmf g`ud been killed in extrajudicial 
executions. Under international law, extrajudicial executions are unlawful and deliberate killings carried out 
by order of a government or with its bnlokhbhsx nq `bpthdrbdmbd- Sgd nqf`mhy`shnmrfindings address when, 
how and vgdqd sgd dwdbtshnmr `qd b`qqhdc nts: Rxqh`m fnudqmldms neehbh`kr hmunkudldms hm `mc jmnvkdcfd ne
these executions; and the scale of executions at Saydnaya since 2011.  

In the course of its investigation, Amnesty International has also documented the torture and inhuman 
treatment of detainees helc hm R`xcm`x`r qdc athkchmf- Hs g`r found that they and other detainees in 
government-qtm cdsdmshnm bdmsqdr g`ud addm rtaidbsdc sn sgd bqhld `f`hmrs gtl`mhsx ne ®dwsdqlhm`shnm¯+
defined by the Rome Statute of sgd Hmsdqm`shnm`k Bqhlhm`k Bntqs `r sgd ®hmsdmshnm`k hmekhbshnm ne bnmchshnmr ne
life, inter alia the deprivation of access to food and medicine, calculated to bring about the destruction of 
o`qs ne ` onotk`shnm¯-20 According to our findings, since 2011, the Syrian government has purposefully 
inflicted inhuman conditions on detainees in its custody in a calculated effort to kill them. The UN 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
19 Interview with Amnesty International researchers on 27 February 2016.  
20 See the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, 1998, available at www.icc-cpi.int/nr /rdonlyres/ea9aeff7-
5752 -4f84 -be94-0a655eb30e16/0/rome_statute_english.pdf   
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Commission of Inquiry for Syria reached the same conclusion in 2016.21 @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`kr 1/05
report, ¬It breaks the human9 Snqstqd+ chrd`rd `mc cd`sg hm Rxqh`r orisons, documented the treatment of 
detainees in government-run prisons across Syria, including Saydnaya. Our latest investigation into 
Saydnaya, however, revealed new evidence related to the systematic programme of abuse, torture and 
inhuman treatment inflicted on Saydnaya detainees; the mass deaths caused by this treatment; and the 
standard procedures for dealing with the bodies of those who die as a result of this treatment.  

Saydnaya Military Prison is located around 30km north of Damascus. The prison is under the jurisdiction of 
the Ministry of Defence and is operated by the Military Police. Since the beginning of the crisis in Syria in 
2011, detainees have been transferred to Saydnaya after being arrested and interrogated by the various 
Syrian intelligence agencies or security forces. According to former officials and guards at Saydnaya, as well 
as experts consulted by Amnesty International, women have not been detained there since 2011.22 

On the groundr ne sgd oqhrnm+ sgdqd `qd svn cdsdmshnm e`bhkhshdr9 sgd ®vghsd athkchmf¯+ vghbg hr vghsd `mc g`r
an L-rg`odc eknnq ok`m+ `mc sgd ®qdc athkchmf¯+ vghbg hr qdc `mc g`r sgd `qbghsdbstq`k cdrhfm ne ` bdmsq`k+
circular hub with three long, straight corridors protruding from this hub. Its unusual, three-pronged shape 
g`r kdc enqldq ft`qcr `mc cds`hmddr sn cdrbqhad hs `r ®sgd Ldqbdcdr vgddk¯-23 Between 10,000 and 20,000 
people are detained in the two facilities, according to experts on detention in Syria.24 

The majority of detainees held in the white building are military officers and soldiers who were suspected of 
being disloyal to the Syrian government after the crisis in Syria began in 2011.25 A limited number of officers 
and soldiers who are accused of having committed crimes unrelated to the conflict, including theft and rape, 
are also detained in this building.26 Detainees held in the white building generally face grossly unfair trials at 
the Anti-Terrorism Court or at one of the Military Courts located in al-Mezzeh, Damascus.27  

Prior to 2011, the majority of prisoners detained in the red building at Saydnaya were members or alleged 
members of Islamist groups.28 According to former guards and officials at Saydnaya, these detainees were 
either released or transferred to civilian prisons at the beginning of the crisis.29 By May 2011, the red 
building was completely empty and, in July 2011, the first group of detainees arrested for their involvement 
in the unfolding crisis in Syria arrived.30 What distinguished these and all detainees who have been held in 
the red building since July 2011 is that, during their interrogation in the branches of the intelligence 
agencies+ sgdx ®bnmedrrdc¯ tmcdq snqstqd sn sgd lnrs rdqhntr bqhldr+ rtbg `r jhkkhmf ` ldladq ne sgd Rxqh`m
military. As a result of their high-level confessions, those held in the red building are usually subjected to a 
®sqh`k¯ `s nmd ne sgd svn rn-called Military Field Courts located in the Military Police headquarters in the al-
Qaboun neighbourhood of Damascus. Former judges and lawyers as well as detainees who had been tried at 
the Military Field Court told Amnesty International that these trials last one to three minutes and that 
detainees are not given access to a lawyer or any information about their sentences. These trials cannot 
therefore be considered to be judicial proceedings.31   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
21 See UN Commission of Inquiry, Out of sight, out of mind , p. 17.  
22 Interviews with Amnesty International researchers on 15 May and 16 May 2016.  
23 @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`kr inhms hmitiative with Forensic Architecture presented a virtual model of the red building at 
Saydnaya. See Amnesty International and Forensic Architecture, Explore Saydnaya: Inside a Syrian torture prison, 
August 2016, available at saydnaya.amnesty.org/  
24 Interview with former prison official on 26 April 2016 and with Syrian expert on detention on 11 November 2016. 
Because the Syrian authorities have released no information on the people detained in Saydnaya, it is difficult to 
estimate the number of people held there more precisely.  
25 Prior to 2011, as well, civilians were generally not held in the white building. Interview with a former prison official 
at Saydnaya on 26 April 2016.  
26 Email correspondence with a Syrian legal expert on 12 October 2016 and interview with former official at Saydnaya 
on 26 April 2016.  
27 Until the emergency law was revoked and replaced with the Anti-Terrorism law in 2012, detainees in the white 
building faced trial in the State Security Court or the Military Court.  
28 Human Rights Watch, Syria: Investigate Sednaya Prison Deaths, July 2008, available at 
www.hrw.org/news/2008/07/21/syria-investigate-sednaya-prison-cd`sgr: Rohdfdk Nmkhmd+ ®Former Prisoners Fight in 
Syrian Insurgencȳ + Nbsnadq 1/02+ `u`hk`akd `s vvv-rohdfdk-cd.hmsdqm`shnm`k.vnqkc.enqldq-prisoners-fight-in-syrian-
insurgency-a-927158.html  
29 Interviews conducted by Amnesty International researchers with a former guard from Saydnaya on 17 May 2016 
and a former prison official from Saydnaya on 6 October 2016.  
30 Interview conducted by Amnesty International researchers with former prison officials from Saydnaya on 25 April 
and 17 May 2016.   
31 Enq lnqd cds`hkr nm sgd Rxqh`m fnudqmldmsr ghrsnqhb`k tse of secret trails and the execution of political prisoners, 
see Amnesty International, Syrian Arab Republic: Briefing to the Human Rights Committee ± 71st session (AI Index: 
MDE 24/001/2001), March 2001, available at 
www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/131///.lcd13//01//0dm-oce: rdd `krn Gtl`m Qhfgsr V`sbg+ ®Rxqh`9
Onkhshb`k cds`hmddr snqstqdc+ jhkkdc¯+ Nbsnadq 1/02+ `u`hk`akd `swww.hrw.org/news/2013/10/03/syria-political -

http://www.hrw.org/news/2013/10/03/syria-political-detainees-tortured-killed
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The majority of the people detained in the red building since 2011 are civilians perceived by the Syrian 
authorities to oppose them, according to former prison authorities and former detainees.32 They come from 

all sectors of Syrian society, and some of their most common profiles include demonstrators, long-time 
political dissidents, human rights defenders, journalists, doctors, humanitarian aid workers and students. 
According to ` enqldq neehbh`k `s R`xcm`x`+ `esdq 1/00+ sgd qdc athkchmf adb`ld sgd ®l`hm onkhshb`k oqhrnm hm
Rxqh`¯- Gd dwok`hmdc+ ®Sgd odnokd hm sgd qdc athkchmfare doctors, engineers, protesters ± their best 
cdrbqhoshnm hr ¬qdunktshnm`qhdr+ nmkx sghr- Sgdx vdqd romehow understood to be linked to the revolution. 
R`xcm`x` hr sgd ok`bd sn ehmhrg sgd qdunktshnm`qhdr- Hsr sgd dmc enq sgdl-¯33 A former guard at Saydnaya 
`ccdc sg`s sgd cds`hmddr gdkc hm sgd qdc athkchmf `qd ®sgd cds`hmddr ne sgd qdunktshnm¯-34  

Detainees are rarely released from Saydnaya, and release from the red building is even less common than 
from the white building. The majority of the former detainees interviewed by Amnesty International, some of 
whom were held in the red building and some in the white building, reported that they were released as part 
of a presidential amnesty or through a prisoner exchange. However, in the majority of these cases, their 
e`lhkhdr nq eqhdmcr vdqd `krn bnlodkkdc sn o`x ` aqhad- Enq hmrs`mbd+ enqldq cds`hmdd ®@cm`m¯,35 a Syrian 
lhkhs`qx neehbdq vgdm gd v`r `qqdrsdc+ cdrbqhadc ghr qdkd`rd9 ®@esdq sgd dkdbshnmr enq @rr`c+ lx e`sgdq v`r hm
touch with a lawyer. She was really an intermediary. All of the families [of the people arrested] from our 
original case ± nine families in total ± o`hc lnmdx+ `mc rn sgdx hmbktcdc tr `kk hm sgd `lmdrsx-¯36 Some 
detainees told Amnesty International that just before they were released, they were forced to sign a 
document stating that they were treated fairly and humanely during their detentiom- ®M`cdq¯,37 a 
atrhmdrrl`m eqnl C`l`rbtr+ dwok`hmdc9 ®Sgdx f`ud ld ` o`odq sn rhfm- Hs g`c lx m`ld+ `mc hs v`r `
rs`sdldms- Hs r`hc+ ¬M`cdq v`r gdkc hm R`xcm`x`+ `mc gd chcms e`bd ad`shmf+ gtlhkh`shnm nq btqrhmf hm ntq
wing. He was given medicine, and he v`r mdudq g`qldc- Ne bntqrd H rhfmdc hs+ dudm sgntfg dudqx rhmfkd
vnqc v`r ` khd+ `mc H ots lx ehmfdqoqhms nm hs-¯38 

4.2 MASS HANGINGS 
®I could see them walking frol sgd f`sd£ Sgdx v`kjdc hm sgd ¬sq`hm, so they had their heads down, and were 
trying to catch the shirt of the person in front of them. The first time I saw them, I was horrified. They were being 
taken to the slaughterhouse.¯39 

®G`lhc¯+ cds`hmed in Saydnaya from 2012 to 2013 

4.2.1 OVERVIEW  
Through the testimonies of former prison officials and former detainees, Amnesty International has built up a 
detailed picture indicating that the Syrian authorities have extrajudicially executed thousands of people held 
in the red building at Saydnaya since 2011. The killings have taken the form of mass hangings. Before they 
`qd g`mfdc+ sgd uhbshlr `qd bnmcdlmdc sn cd`sg hm ` ®sqh`k¯ k`rshmf nmd sn sgqdd lhmtsdr `s nmd ne sgd svn
Military Field Courts located at the Military Police headquarters in the al-Qaboun neighbourhood of 
C`l`rbtr- Nm sgd c`x sgd oqhrnm `tsgnqhshdr b`qqx nts sgd g`mfhmfr+ vghbg sgdx qdedq sn `r ®sgd o`qsx¯+ sgdx
collect those who will be executed from their cells in the afternoon. The authorities inform the detainees that 
those who are selected will be transferred to one of the civilian prisons inside of Syria. They are instead 
brought to a cell in the basement of the red building, where they are severely beaten. Between 12am and 
3am, they are transferred to the white building, another detention facility on the grounds of Saydnaya. There, 
they are brought into a room in the basement and hanged. Their bodies are then loaded into a truck, 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

detainees-tortured-killed. For more details on international legal provisions related to extrajudicial execution, see 
Amnesty International, Fair trail manual: Second edition, April 2014 (Index: POL 30/002/2014).  
32 Interviews conducted by Amnesty International researchers with a former prison official from Saydnaya on 6 
October 2016, with a former prison guard from Saydnaya on 8 October 2016, and with several former detainees held 
in the red building, including on 22 February and 28 April 2016.  
33 Interview with Amnesty International researchers on 6 October 2016.  
34 Interview with Amnesty International researchers on 8 October 2016.  
35 Real name withheld.  
36 Hmsdquhdv vhsg @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k qdrd`qbgdqr nm 04 L`x 1/05- ®@cm`m¯ v`r cds`hmdc `s R`xcm`x` eqnl 1/00
to 2014.  
37 Real name withheld.  
38 Hmsdquhdv vhsg @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k qdrd`qbgdqr nm 17 @oqhk 1/05- ®M`cdq¯ v`r cds`hmdc `s R`xcm`x` eqnl 1/03
to 2015.  
39 Interview with Amnesty International researchers on 21 April 2016.  

http://www.hrw.org/news/2013/10/03/syria-political-detainees-tortured-killed
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transferred to Tishreen Hospital for registration, and finally brought to mass graves located on military land 
near Damascus. Since 2011, executions at Saydnaya have been carried out in secret and are known only to 
the guards and officials who are directly involved, as well as high-level Syrian officials. Most of those hanged 
and secretly buried had been subjected to enforced disappearance in Saydnaya. Their families still have no 
information about their fate. 

People who worked within the prison authorities at Saydnaya told Amnesty International that extrajudicial 
executions related to the crisis in Syria first began in September 2011. Since that time, the frequency with 
which they have been carried out has varied and increased. For the first four months, it was usual for 
between seven and 20 people to be executed every 10-15 days. For the following 11 months, between 20 
and 50 people were executed once a week, usually on Monday nights. For the subsequent six months, 
groups of between 20 and 50 people were executed once or twice a week, usually on Monday and/or 
Wednesday nights. Witness testimony from detainees suggests that the executions were conducted at a 
similar ± or even higher ± rate at least until December 2015. Assuming that the death rate remained the 
same as the preceding period, Amnesty International estimates that between 5,000 and 13,000 people were 
extrajudicially executed at Saydnaya between September 2011 and December 2015.40 Amnesty 
International does not have evidence of executions after December 2015. However, detainees are still being 
sq`mredqqdc sn R`xcm`x`+ ®sqh`kr¯ `s sgd Lhkhs`qx EhdkcCourt have continued, and there is no reason to believe 
that such extrajudicial executions have stopped.41 Since December 2015, therefore, thousands more 
detainees are likely to have been hanged.  

According to a former prison official and detainees who witnessed the executions, the number of people 
killed by hanging at Saydnaya increased during the weeks prior to and after the presidential amnesties for 
detainees issued after September 2011, which were on 10 January 2012, 23 October 2012, 16 April 2013, 
30 October 2013 and 9 June 2014.42  

4.2.2 PROCEDURES FOR EXECUTIONS  
¬SQH@K AT THE MILITARY FIELD COURT 

Cds`hmddr vgn `qd dwsq`itchbh`kkx dwdbtsdc `s R`xcm`x` ehqrs tmcdqfn ` ®sqh`k¯ adenqd ` Lhkhs`qx Ehdkc Bntqs+
whose rules and proceedings are so summary and arbitrary that they cannot be considered to constitute an 
actual judicial process. Military Field Courts were established in Syria through Legislative Decree no. 109 of 
1968.43 According to Article 1 of the Decree, they have jurisdiction over crimes commitsdc ®ctqhmf v`qshld
nq lhkhs`qx nodq`shnmr¯ `mc `qd fdmdq`kkx nodq`sdc ax lhkhs`qx odqrnmmdk '@qshbkd 2(- Sgdx `qd mns qdpthqdc sn
operate within existing legislation (Article 5) and, once a sentence is issued, there is no possibility of appeal 
(Article 6). However, the sentences they issue are subject to the approval of the head of state and the 
Minister of Defence, who have the right to reduce or suspend the sentence (Article 8).44  

Detainees held in the red building at Saydnaya are almost always tried and sentenced by one of the two 
Military Field Courts located in the Military Police headquarters in the al-Qaboun neighbourhood of 

Damascus.45 There is no jurisdictional difference between these two courts; rather, a second court was 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
40 These estimates were based on the following calculations. If between seven and 20 were killed every 10-15 days 
from September to December 2011, the total figure would be between 56 people and 240 people for that period. If 
between 20 and 50 were killed every week between January and November 2012, the total figure would be between 
880 and 2,200 for that period. If between 20 and 50 people were killed in 222 execution sessions (assu ming the 
executions were carried out twice a week twice a month and once a week once a month) between December 2012 and 
December 2015, the total figure would be between 4,400 and 11,100 for that period. These calculations produce a 
minimum figure of 5,336,  rounded down to the nearest thousand as 5,000, and 13,540, rounded down to the 
nearest thousand as 13,000.  
41 Amnesty International was informed by a Syrian lawyer based in Damascus as well as experts on detention in Syria 
that referrals to Saydnaya and trials at the Military Field Court in al -Qaboun continued after December 2015. 
Interview with experts on detention in Syria on 1 November 2016 and with a Syrian lawyer on 11 November 2016.  
42 Amnesty International interviews with a former prison official on 27 April 2016 and with detainees held in the 
white building on 21 July and 10 October 2016. The dates of the presidential amnesties were provided to Amnesty 
International by the Chairman of the Syrian Network for Human Rights in an email correspondence on 27 November 
2016.  
43 Sgd sdws ne Kdfhrk`shud Cdbqdd mn- 0/8 ne 0857+ dmshskdc ®@bs Drs`akhrghmf sgd Lhkhs`qx Ehdkc Bntqs¯+ hr `u`hk`akd `s
www.cdf-sy.org/low/midan.htm 
44 Amnesty International, Syrian Arab Republic briefing to the Human Rights Committee ± 71st session, March 2001, 
available at www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/132000/mde240012001en.pdf  
45  Information in this section is based on interviews conducted by Amnesty International researchers with former 
Syrian judges on 13, 14 and 15 May; with a f ormer prison official on 27 April 2016; with several former Saydnaya 
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established to process the increasing number of detainees who were sent to the Military Field Court after 
2011.46 Detainees are transported to and from the court in white delivery trucks known to prison authorities 
`mc cds`hmddr `r ®ld`s eqhcfdr¯ nq hm vghsd lhmhatrdr- Sgdx `qd trtally blindfolded and handcuffed 
throughout their journey to and from the court, though their blindfolds are sometimes temporarily removed 
vgdm sgdx `qd aqntfgs hm eqnms ne sgd itcfd- Sgdhq ®sqh`kr¯ trt`kkx k`rs adsvddm nmd `mc sgqdd lhmtsdr- Sgd
judge uses sgd enqbdc ®bnmedrrhnm¯ oqnuhcdc ax sgd cds`hmdd tmcdq snqstqd sn cdsdqlhmd ghr rdmsdmbd- Sgd
sentences issued by the court vary and include life imprisonment and the death sentence. Detainees tried by 
the Military Field Court are not informed of their sentence or given access to a lawyer. 

A former official from Saydnaya described the procedures and role of the Military Field Court after 2011:  

He sgd bnmedrrhnm hr gd`ux+ sgdm xnt `qd rdms sn sgd Ehdkc Bntqs£ Enq dudqxancx± without exception 
± the confession was given under torture. Of course they torture people so that they confess to a 
ghfgdq bg`qfd£ He sgd Zhmsdkkhfdmbd `fdmbx] branch thinks the person should be executed, they 
send him to the Field Court. If they think the person should stay in prison a long time, they send 
them to the Anti-Terrorism Court47--- Sgd sqh`k vntkc trt`kkx s`jd adsvddm nmd `mc svn lhmtsdr£
ZS\gd Ehdkc Bntqs hr mnsghmf qd`kkx+ hsr ` rg`l-48 

A former Syrian judge from the Military Court described the Military Field Court: 

This is the court where they send the people who they see as posing a real risk to the regime. The 
people [tried] there are charged with crimes against the state. You can be sent there even if there 
hr mn duhcdmbd `f`hmrs xnt£ Sgd Ehdkc Bntqs hr sgd lnrs c`mfdqnus for detainees. Even if there is 
no evidence against you, or just a confession from an intelligence branch, they can execute you 
`bbnqchmf sn sg`s bnmedrrhnm£ ZSgd Lhkhs`qx Ehdkc Bntqs hr\ mns nakhf`sdc sn enkknv sgd Rxqh`m kdf`k
rxrsdl `s `kk- Hsr ntsrhcd ne sgd qtkdr£ Sgd cds`hmddr rodmc ` udqx rgnqs shld sgdqd± one or two 
minutes ± and then they are sent out. The judge will ask the name of the detainee and whether he 
bnllhssdc sgd bqhld- Vgdsgdq sgd `mrvdq hr xdr nq mn+ gd vhkk ad bnmuhbsdc£ Sghr bntrt has no 
relation with the rule of law. This is not a court.49 

Former detainees from Saydnaya who were tried by the Military Field Court expressed frustration and anger 
`ants sgd dwodqhdmbd- Enq hmrs`mbd+ ®Yhx`c¯,50 `m HS rodbh`khrs eqnl A`a` @lq+ Gnlr+ r`hc+ ®Ne bntqrd Zsgd
sqh`k\ v`rms e`hq+ mns `s `kk- @mxsghmf `ants itrshbd nq e`hqmdrr v`r mns oqdrdms- Xnt `qd akhmcenkcdc `mc
g`mcbteedc+ rn xnt cnms jmnv vgn sgd itcfd hr+ nq vg`s xnt rhfmdc- Ne bntqrd sghr hrms itrshbd-¯51 ®M`cdq¯
`fqddc9 ®H rodms nmd lhmtsd hm eqnms ne sgd itcfd `mc ` ft`qc eqnl sgd lhkhs`qx onkhbd£ H vdms hm vhsg 34
nsgdq cds`hmddr+ `mc sgdx g`c ehmhrgdc dudqxnmdr b`rdr hm nmd gntq- Sgdx cnms sdkk xnt xntq bg`qfdr- Xnt
cnms g`ud ` qhfgs sn` k`vxdq nq sn rod`j nm sgd ognmd- Xnt g`ud mn qhfgsr-¯52 

®G`rr`m¯,53 a farmer from Latakia, described his experience at the Military Field Court:  

They took us to the branch of Military Police in al-Qaboun. A friend spent two minutes inside an 
office, and hd snkc ld+ ®Sg`s v`r hs± H r`v sgd itcfd-¯ Sgdm H `qqhudc `s sgd cnnq ne sgd neehbd+ `mc
they pushed my blindfold up onto my forehead. There was a Colonel, in a uniform, and then a few 
other guys wearing civilian clothes. Later I understood that this was the Field Court. He asked me 
what I had been doing before I was arrested... He was talking in a very sharp way, and finally he 
r`hc+ ®Sgd odnokd eqnl Zxntq uhkk`fd\ `qd udqx a`c± you have a black history, and you are all from 
sgd Ltrkhl Aqnsgdqgnnc¯--- Sgen he sent me away.54 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

detainees, including on 26 February, 27 February, 21 April and 26 April 2016; and on an email correspondence with 
a former Syrian lawyer on 12 October 2016.  
46  According to a former offich`k eqnl R`xcm`x`+ ®Sgd svn bntqsr cn sgd r`ld vnqj- Sgdx itrs g`ud svn bntqsr
because the number of cases increased. They are both located in one building in al-P`antm¯ 'hmsdquhdv vhsg @lmdrsx
International researchers on 27 April 2016). A former military  judge confirmed this in an interview with Amnesty 
International researchers on 13 May 2016.  
47 For more details on the Anti-terrorism Court, see Amnesty International, ¬Hs aqd`jr sgd gtl`m, p. 17.  
48 Interviews with Amnesty International researchers on 26 April, 15 May and 6 October 2016.  
49 Interview with Amnesty International researchers on 13 May 2016.  
50 Real name withheld.  
51 Hmsdquhdv vhsg @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k qdrd`qbgdqr nm 3 Nbsnadq 1/05- ®Yhx`c¯ v`r cds`hmdc `s R`xcm`x` eqnl 1/01
to 2013.  
52 Interview with Amnesty International researchers on 28 April 2016.  
53 Real name withheld.  
54 Hmsdquhdv vhsg @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k qdrd`qbgdqr nm 15 Edaqt`qx 1/05- ®G`rr`m¯ v`r cds`hmdc `s R`xcm`x` eqnl
2013 to 2014.  
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®X`gx`¯55 was 16 years old when he was tried at the Military Field Court. He explained that when he was 
brought in front of the judge, he was first shown a photo of someone he had never seen before and asked to 
identify him as one of the co-conspirators to sgd bqhld vhsg vghbg gd g`c addm bg`qfdc- ®H r`hc H chcms jmnv
vgn hs v`r+ `mc sg`s H bnmedrrdc tmcdq snqstqd+¯ gd snkc @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k- ®Sgdm sgd itcfd snkc ld+
¬Xnt b`qqhdc sgd vd`onm- H snkc ghm no, I could not ± I was under age. I was 14 or 15 years old at that time. 
Gd snkc ld+ ¬Bnld `mc ots xntq ehmfdqoqhms- H chcms jmnv vg`s she o`odqr sg`s H rs`lodc r`hc-¯56  

 

DEATH SENTENCE APPROVAL 

Death sentences issued by the Military Field Court are authorized by various high-level officials before they 
are carried out.57 Rgnqskx `esdq ghr sqh`k+ sgd cds`hmddr cd`sg rdmsdmbd hr hmbktcdc hm ` k`qfdq itcfdldms+
which includes a description of his purported crime, lists all of those involved in committing the crime and 
states that those who perpetrated the crime are to be put to death. This judgement may include the 
sentence for one or several people, depending on the nature and circumstances of the alleged crime.  

This judgement is signed by the head of the Military Field Court and a representative of the security forces, 
usually from Military Intelligence. The judge who tried the detainee at the Military Field Court, referred to as 
the Military Prosecutor, also signs and then approves this sentence. The judgement is sent by military post to 
the Grand Mufti of Syria and to either the Minister of Defence or the Chief of Staff of the Army, who are 
deputized to sign for Syrian President Bashar al-Assad and who specify the date of the execution.  

The judgement is then sent back to the Military Field Court in al-Qaboun, where it is kept on file. One or two 
days before the execution is scheduled to take place, a copy of the judgement is sent to the administrative 
office at Saydnaya. Once the judgement arrives at Saydnaya, the execution of all those named in the 
particular judgement is usually carried out in one session. The process takes at least two months from the 
hrrthmf ne ` cds`hmddr cd`sg rdmsdmbd `s sgd Lhkhs`qx Ehdkc Bntqs sn ghr dwdbtshnm `s R`xcm`x`- 

 

COLLECTION FROM THE RED BUILDING FOR ¬SQ@MREDQ 

The process of execution at Saydnaya begins around 3pm in the afternoon.58 Sgd neehbdqr `rrhrs`msr `mc
guards in the red building are first given a list that includes the names of all those who will be executed that 
day.59 They then move from cell to cell in the red building, rounding up those on the list. This collection 

usually takes one or two hours, depending on the number of people to be executed that day. The listed 
detainees, along with their cell mates, are told that they will be tranredqqdc sn nmd ne Rxqh`r bhuhkh`m oqhrnmr+
such as Adra Prison or Aleppo Central Prison. This is encouraging news for detainees, as the treatment they 
receive in the civilian prisons is generally much better than in the intelligence agency branches or at 
R`xcm`x`- @ enqldq oqhrnm neehbh`k dwok`hmdc sgd knfhb enq sghr cdbdoshnm9 ®Sghr v`x sgd odnokd kdes adghmc vhkk
feel that we are just shifting them to a new place. And if someone is released from Saydnaya, they will just 
think that the people who have beem sq`mredqqdc `qd hm ` bhuhkh`m oqhrnm rnldvgdqd-¯60 

Sgd khrsdc cds`hmddr `qd ots hmsn sgd ®sq`hm¯ onrhshnm± the usual mode in which detainees are transferred 
between locations at Saydnaya ± hm sgd g`kkv`x ntsrhcd ne sgdhq bdkkr- Hm sgd ®sq`hm¯+ sgd cds`hmees form a line, 
and each takes hold of the T-shirt or waist of the detainee in front of him and ducks his head down to waist 
kdudk- Sgd cds`hmddr `qd sgdm s`jdm sn sgd ®bnkkdbshnm qnnl¯+ ` 2-4l ax 4l qnnl knb`sdc hm sgd A vhmf of the 
red building, underground, on the same floor as the solitary cells. There, detainees are often subjected to 
severe beating, which usually takes place between 10pm and 12am. Between 12am and 3am, the detainees 
are handcuffed, blindfolded with their hands behind their backs, and led into vehicles just outside of the red 
building. Five or six guards from the red building oversee this process.61  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
55 Real name withheld.  
56 Hmsdquhdv vhsg @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k qdrd`qbgdqr nm 10 Itkx 1/05- ®X`gx`¯ v`r cds`hmdc `s R`xcm`x` enq svn
months in 2015.  
57 The information in this section is based on interviews conducted by Amnesty International researchers with a 
former prison official on 26 April and 30 November 2016 and with a former judge on 13 May 2016.  
58 Interviews conducted by Amnesty International researchers with a former prison official on 26 April 2016, a former 
prison guard on 16 May 2016, another former prison guard on 17 July 2016 and with several detainees held in the 
red building, for example, on 4 and 5 October 2016.  
59 Hm Rxqh`+ neehbdqr `rrhrs`msr g`ud sgd q`mj ne ehqrs+ rdbnmc nq sghqc bk`rr ®v`qq`ms neehbdq¯- 
60 Interview with Amnesty International researchers on 27 April 2016.  
61 Interview with Amnesty International researchers on 26 April 2016.  
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A former prison official explained the reasons why the detainees are first collected in the afternoon and then 
held in the basement of the red building until they are transferred:  

They need to collect [the victims] from all the wings and, if they collect them first, they can move 
them in one group from the red [building] to the white [building]. Also at night, the steel doors at 
the end of the wings would make even more sound, and it would scare the detainees, so they do it 
in the day instead. If they collected the detainees [from their cells] in the night, there would be a lot 
of sound, and it would create more fear.62 

Amnesty International interviewed two former guards at the red building who were involved in this collection 
process. The first explained his role:  

The list would come to us ± sghr hmbktcdc sgd odnokd vgn rgntkc ad dwdbtsdc£ Sgdx vntkc s`jd
the people after lunch. They took them to a cell in the basement, with the other solitary cells. Even 
if there were 100 people, they would put them in that one cell. There was a lot of beating in that 
cell. They would take off their clothes and then they would give them ` aktd tmhenql£ H vntkc
stand at the door of the red building while they brought them out to the car. In the beginning I 
would go with them to the white building. Then they started having only the Alawites do this job. In 
the last period [of my time at Saydnaya]+ H chcms cn hs adb`trd H `l Rtmmh- Sgdx vdqd `eq`hc H
would tell the prisoners, and they would riot.63 

The second guard was directly involved in the collection process. He recalled the steps involved: 

We go to collect the prisoners, ̀ mc sgd neehbdqr `rrhrs`ms bnldr vhsg tr- Gd g`r a list with all the 
names of the people. Then we open the door of the group room. Automatically the detainees are 
kneeling, facing the wall and covering their eyes. We call a detaimddr m`ld+ `mc gd otkkr ghr S-
shirt over his face. We go inside and bring him out. We put them in a row and they move in the 
®sq`hm¯ onrhshnm£ Vd bnkkdbs sgdl sghr v`x+ `mc vd s`jd sgdl sn sgd qnnl cnvmrs`hqr- Hsr ` qnnl
itrs enq bnkkdbshmf odnokd- Hsr enqahccdm enq sgdl sn rhsdown ± they stay standing. And we start 
shouting at them. We say whatever we want. We start beating them. Whoever comes can beat 
them, until the officer arrives. We already know they will die anyway, so we do whatever we want 
vhsg sgdl- Sgdx cnms jmnv vgdqd sgdx `qd fnhmf- H qdldladq Znmd l`m\ v`r g`oox± he thought 
gd v`r fnhmf sn ad qdkd`rdc£ Vd vntkc jddo sgdl tmshk d`qkx lnqmhmf---Hlnot sure where 
exactly they were taking them. Our mission was finished when we delivered them to the front of the 
red building.64 

Detainees who were held in the red building told Amnesty International they also recalled this collection 
process, which they urt`kkx qdedq sn `r sgd ®sq`mredqr¯- ®Gnr`l¯,65 a government soldier in Latakia when he 
was arrested in 2011, explained: ®They came on Monday afternoon. They would open the doors to the wing, 
and the guards would start calling the names. We could hear the names, and we could hear them walking 
outside. The guards told them to put their T-shirts over their heads.̄66  

®@kh¯,67 a military officer when he was arrested in 2012, described the collection process: 

@s 3ol nq 4ol+ sgdx nodmdc sgd cnnq ne sgd vhmf+ `mc sgdqd vntkc ad ` b`kk sn ®s`jd sgdl¯- Sgdx
would put them in a ®train  ̄in the hallway. There was a small slide window, and I looked out of it 
once, so I saw the ®train £̄ Trt`kkx sgdqd vntkc ad `qntmc ehue to 10 people taken from our wing, 
`bbnqchmf sn sgd m`ldr H gd`qc b`kkdc- Sgdx nodmdc sgd udms ne sgd qnnl+ `mc sgdx vntkc b`kk+ ®rn-
and-so: get qd`cx¯- Sgdm sgdx would start taking them. They would take them in a good way. We 
thought they would release them. We were askhmf hm sgd qnnlr+ vghrodqhmf+ ®Vgnrbeing taken?̄68 

®I`l`k¯,69 a trader from Damascus, told Amnesty what he remembered about the transfer:  

The guards made them calm and told them that they were taking them to a good place. They are 
good witg sgd odnokd vgdm sgdx sq`mredq sgdl- Vd chcms jmnv vgdqd sgdx vdms- Ats sg`sr mnql`k

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
62 Interview with Amnesty International researchers on 27 April 2016.  
63 Interview with Amnesty International researchers on 16 May 2016.  
64 Interview with Amnesty International researchers on 17 July 2016. 
65 Real name withheld.  
66 Hmsdquhdv vhsg @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k qdrd`qbgdqr nm 4 Nbsnadq 1/05- ®Gnr`l¯ v`r cds`hmdc `s R`xcm`x` eqnl
2011 to 2014.  
67 Real name withheld.  
68 Interview with Amnesty International researchers om 08 Itkx 1/05- ®@kh¯ v`r cds`hmdc `s R`xcm`x` eqnl 1/01 sn
2013.  
69 Real name withheld.  
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± nobody knows where you are going and why at R`xcm`x`£ Sgdqd hr ` r`xhmf hm sgd oqhrnmr9 ®Sgd
oqhrnmdqr `qd rstohc-¯We believe whatever the guards tell us.70 

Several detainees also heard the sound of severe beating, usually late at night, on the same day of the 
transfer. According to former detainee ®M`cdq¯9®[W]e would hear a huge sound. From 10pm until 12am, or 
from 11pm until 1am we would hear screaming and yelling, bnlhmf eqnl adknv tr£ Sghr hr ` udqx hlonqs`ms
point. If you keep silent, you will get less beating at Saydnaya. But these people were screaming like they 
g`c knrs sgdhq lhmcr£ Hs v`rms ` mnql`k rntmc± it was not ordinary. It sounded like they were skinning 
them alive.̄ 71 

Omar, a high-school student when he was arrested, told Amnesty International that he also heard the sound 
of beating in the middle of the night, on the same day that detainees were collected from the cell:  

[A]t night, we could hear them beating them again with the tank belt [an improvised tool made out 
of tyre tread, which is attached to a wooden handle], and the green pipe. We knew the sounds that 
each made. First we were thinking the people were being released or taken to the civilian prisons. 
But at midnight, we heard the sound of torture again, and we thought they were dying, because the 
sound of the torture was so strong. They were beating them in a monstrous way.72 

On the day of the collection process, detainees held in the red building also heard the voices of guards, the 
sounds of detainees being loaded into vehicles outside of the red building and the vehicles leaving. Former 
cds`hmdd ®Gnr`l¯ snkc @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k9 

On the day [the detainees] were taken, the order to sleep was later. Normally the order was at 
10pm, but on the day they were taken it was later. They would tell us to go to sleep, and we would 
wake up to sounds outside of the prison. We could hear them call the names. There were usually 
not less than 30 or 40 names. They would come early, early in the morning ± before the sunrise ± 
and they would be told to go to the vehicles. We could hear one or two vehicles driving away. This 
would happen once a week or more.73 

Shappal, a human rights activist from Qamishli, recalkdc vg`s gd gd`qc9 ®Eqnl 01`l sn 0`l+ vd gd`qc sgd
sound of trucks moving outside the prison... We could also hear smacking, and the sounds of the beating. It 
v`r 4/ odnokd+ H sghmj+ ats sg`sr itrs lx adrs ftdrr- Vd vdqd drshl`shmf a`rdc nm sgd rntmcr sg`t we 
gd`qc-¯74 ®G`rr`m¯ edks o`qshbtk`qkx bnmbdqmdc `ants sgd shlhmf ne sgdrd rntmcr- ®Vd `kv`xr vnmcdqdc
where they were taking people at this time of sgd c`x+¯ gd r`hc- ®Vd vdqd udqx rb`qdc+ adb`trd vgx dkrd
would they take them at 3am? That made me scarec `mc H `kv`xr sqx sn enqfds hs- Ats vd b`mmns enqfds hs: hsr
hm ntq anmdr-¯75  

 

TRANSPORT FROM THE RED BUILDING TO THE WHITE BUILDING  

The vehicles used to transport detainees from the red building to the white building have varied since 
2011.76 In the first months after the hangings started in September 2011, the prison authorities used an 
ambulance. As the number of people to be executed at Saydnaya increased, the prison authorities began 
trhmf vghsd cdkhudqx sqtbjr jmnvm `r ®ld`s eqhcfdr¯+ `r vdkk `s white, 24-seat minibuses. The number of 
vehicles, as well as the number of trips these vehicles took between the red building and the white building, 
varied depending on the number of people executed that day.  

®@at Ltg`lldc¯,77 who worked in the telecommunications room at Saydnaya, saw the vehicles pass by 
his office, which was located near the white building. He explained:  

At 3am, before the fajr [one of the five daily prayers performed by practising Muslims, which takes 
place between the beginning of dawn and sunrise], they arrived, and [the victims] started going 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
70 Hmsdquhdv vhsg @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k qdrd`qbgdqr nm 10 @oqhk 1/05- ®I`l`k¯ v`r cds`hmdc `s R`xcm`x` eqnl 1/01
to 2014.  
71 Interviews with Amnesty International researchers on 28 April and 14 July 2016.  
72 Interview with Amnesty International researchers on 22 April 2016. Omar was detained at Saydnaya from 2014 to 
2015.  
73 Interview with Amnesty International researchers on 5 October 2016.  
74 Interview with Amnesty International researchers on 22 April 2016. Shappal was detained at Saydnaya from 2012 
to 2013.  
75 Interview with Amnesty International researchers on 22 April 2016.  
76 The information in this section is based on interviews with a former guard at Saydnaya on 16 May 2016, a former 
staff member at Saydnaya on 8 October 2016, a former prison official on 27 April 2016 and several interviews with 
former detainees, including on 14 May and 21 July 2016.  
77 Real name withheld.  



 

HUMAN SLAUGHTERHOUSE  
MASS HANGINGS AND EXTERMINATION AT SAYDNAYA PRISON, SYRIA  

Amnesty International 22 

hmrhcd sgd vghsd athkchmf£ Sgdx vntkc aqhmf atrdr eqnl sgd qdc athkchmf `mc cqhud sgdl sn sgd
®execution room̄ in the white building£ Sgdx trdc sgd qdftk`q lhmhbuses from inside Saydnaya 
for this. The number of buses and the number of trips they took depended on the number of 
people they were going to execute ± it could be two, five, or 10 vehicles.78 

 

ARRIVAL OF THE EXECUTION PANEL  

Around 3am, the members of the execution panel arrive from outside of Saydnaya Prison to be present for 
the executions.79 The execution panel members who regularly attend the executions include the Director of 
Saydnaya, the Military Prosecutor of the Military Field Court, a representative from the intelligence agencies ± 
usually Military Intelligence, the Brigade Commander of the Southern Front, an officer from the Military 
Medical Services at Tishreen Hospital, and the head doctor at Saydnaya. Most members of the panel are 
usually accompanied by one or two assistants or bodyguards.  

®@at Ltg`lldc¯+ vgn vnqjdc hm sgd sdkdbnlltmhb`shnmr qnnl+ v`r s`rjed with alerting those inside the 
prison when the members of the panel arrived. He described his usual duties on the nights that executions 
were carried out:  

Around 11pm or 12am, the officer on the shift would call us and say that when the director arrived, 
we should call him. Then we immediately knew there were going to be executions [that night], 
because the director came hmsn sgd oqhrnm nmkx enq `m dldqfdmbx nq enq sgd dwdbtshnmr£ @ kns ne
ft`qcr `mc rnkchdqr chcms dudm jmnv hs v`r sgd mhfgs ne dwdbtshnm£ D`bg neehbh`k vntkc bnld vhsg
his car and his guards. There were usually at least four or five cars for the members of the 
[execution] p̀ mdk£ Sgd neehbdq vntkc b`kk tr svn gntqr adenqe to tell us the [execution] panel 
would be arrhuhmf- Gd vntkc r`x+ ®Take care. Today the delegation is coming. Dnms e`kk `rkddo `mc
miss the call!̄£ They would arrive at 3am. Then they would call me from the main gate. They 
vntkc r`x+ ®Call the officer. Tell him the leader of the Southern Fqnms `qqhudc-¯ Also someone from 
sgd Ehdkc Bntqs vntkc bnld- Sg`sr vg`s H qdldladq+ ats sgdqd vdqd nsgdqr- Sgd qdoqdrentatives 
from the security force branches would come sometimes, especially from Military Intelligence. Of 
course the Director [of Saydnaya] would be there. He is in charge of the executions.80 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
78 Interview with Amnesty International researchers on 8 October 2016.  
79 The information in this section is based on interviews conducted by Amnesty International researchers with a 
former official on 27 April 2016, a former guard on 16 May 2016 and another former staff member from Saydnaya on 
8 October 2016. All had entered the room and witnessed the executions since 2011; the former prison official had 
entered the room on multiple occasions.  
80 Interview with Amnesty International researchers on 8 October 2016.  
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ARRIVAL AT THE WHITE BUILDING AND ENTRY INTO THE ¬EXECUTION ROOM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Satellite image of Saydnaya Military Prison. Coordinates 33.6648°, 36.3288°, Google Earth © 2016 DigitalGlobe 
 

The following information is based on information from individuals who have witnessed hangings at 
Saydnaya since 2011.81 According to these witnesses, the vehicles depart the red building and enter the 
perimeter of the white building, usually between 12am and 3am. The vehicles drive around the corner of the 
white building and stop in front of the ®dwdbtshnm qnnl¯ vghbg hr knb`sdc hm the south-east corner of the 
building. The ®execution room̄ is located in the basement level, under the room on the ground floor where 
the family visits are conducted for detainees held in the white building. The room is accessed from an 
external door made of steel, which is below the ground level and preceded by a stairway. The white building 
is situated on a slope, and at the highest point, the street level is 1m below the ceiling of the room.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
81 The information in this section is based on interviews conducted by Amnesty International researchers with a 
former judge from the Military Court on 13 May 2016, a former prison official from Saydnaya on 15 May 2016, a 
former guard from Saydnaya on 17 May 2016, and another guard from Saydnaya on 8 October 2016.  
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FLOOR PLAN OF ®DWDBTSHNM QNNL¯ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The size of the ®execution room̄  was expanded after June 2012, so that more people could be executed at 
once. What is commonly described by guards and officials as the ®execution room̄ in fact comprises an 
open area containing three cells and two smaller rooms, each of which is used for executions. Upon entry 
into the room, there is an open area of 8m by 4m, which contains three cells to the immediate right, on the 
south-east wall. To the left is a room of 3m by 3m. This room contains 10 nooses made of beige-coloured 
rope, which line the north-east wall. There is also a small table in the back left-hand corner of this room, 
where the detainees are ordered to stamp a statement documenting their execution and last wishes. The 
nooses in this room are tied to a metal pipe that hangs, horizontally, from the ceiling. The platform on which 
the victims stand is made of steel, and it has concrete stairs leading up to it. The platform is 1m high, and 
its top, a steel plate, is fixed in place with a lock and pin. When the order of execution is given, the pin is 
removed, which causes the platform to swing down toward the front and the victims to fall downward.  

The second room is 5m by 3m. Lining the north-west and south-west walls of this room are 20 nooses, 
again made of beige-coloured rope. The platform on which the victims stand is 1m high. The platform is 
made of concrete, and the stairs leading up to the platform are also concrete. The nooses are attached to a 
pipe that hangs horizontally from the ceiling, which is placed in front of the platform and the victim. When 
the order of execution is given, the victims standing on these platforms are pushed from behind so that they 
move forward and down from the platform. 

 

Present in the ®execution room  ̄are the members of the execution panel, who are listed above.82 The 
bodyguards of the panel members, who usually wear civilian clothes, are not allowed in the execution room 
and so usually stay just outside the white building. Also present in the room are five staff members from the 
Lhkhs`qx Ldchb`k Rdquhbdr `s Shrgqddm Gnrohs`k+ svn neehbdqr `rrhrs`msr eqnl R`xcm`x` `mc entq nq ehud ft`qcr
from Saydnaya.    

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
82 See p. 22  
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When a detainee is brought into the ®execution room̄, at this point he is still unaware of what is about to 
happen. However, on entering the room, detainees are ordered to form a queue up to the small desk in the 
corner of the room on the left. Here, an instruction is given that each detainee must express his last wishes 
and place a fingerprint on a statement documenting his death. That instruction is the first moment that the 
detainees know they will be put to death. Even so, they are still unaware of how this will be carried out. At no 
point is this explained to the detainees. For this entire period, they remain blindfolded. 

@bbnqchmf sn ` enqldq oqhrnm neehbh`k+ ®Rnld ne sgdl vdqd rhkdms `esdq sgdx ots sgdhq ehmfdqoqhms nm sgd o`odq+
`mc rnld ne sgdl itrs e`hmsdc qhfgs sgdqd- Ats sgdx chcms jmnvwhen it would happen or how it was going to 
happen ± by hanging, shooting nq rnld nsgdq v`x-¯ Gd `ccdc sg`s sgd rhfmhmf ne sgd cnbtldms v`r
odqetmbsnqx- ®Sgdx vntkc ehqrs s`jd sgd k`rs vhrgdr+ ats sghr v`r itrs mnmrdmrd+¯ gd dwok`hmdc- ®Hs chcms qd`kkx
lead to anything or mean anxsghmf- ZSgd enql\ hmbktcdr sgd m`ld+ lnsgdqr m`ld+ vgdqd sgdx `qd eqnl+ sgdhq
HC mtladq+ `mc sgdhq k`rs vhrg-¯83 

After this, the detainees are led on to the platforms, still blindfolded. This process of the hanging was 
described by the former prison offich`k9 ®Sgdx vntkc khmd sgdl to `mc fds sgdl qd`cx enq sgd dwdbtshnm- Sgdx
would wait until all of the spaces were full before they put the nooses on. Then they would put the nooses on 
and push them or drop them immediatelx+ rn sgdx chcms jmnv vg`s v`r g`ooening until the very last 
lnldms-¯84 

After the victims are dropped or pushed, they usually hang for around 15 minutes. At this point, the doctor 
hm sgd qnnl hmchb`sdr vghbg cds`hmddr g`ud mns xds chdc- Sgdrd uhbshlr `qd otkkdc cnvmv`qc ax sgd neehbdqr
assirs`msr+ vghbg b`trdr sgd uhbshlr mdbjr sn aqd`j- @ enqldq itcfd eqnl sgd Lhkhs`qx Bntqs qdb`kkdc sghr
rs`fd ne sgd dwdbtshnm9 ®Sgdx jdos sgdl sgdqd enq 0/ sn 04 lhmtsdr- Rnld chcms chd adb`trd sgdx `qd khfgs-
Enq sgd xntmf nmdr+ sgdhq vdhfgs vntkcms jhkk sgdl- Sgd neehbdqr `rrhrs`msr vntkc otkk sgdl cnvm `mc aqd`j
their necks. Two neehbdqr `rrhrs`msr vdqd hm bg`qfd ne sghr-¯85   

Detainees held in the white building in the floors above the ®dwdbtshnm qnnl¯reported that they sometimes 
heard the sounds of sgdrd g`mfhmfr- Enq hmrs`mbd+ ®G`lhc¯,86 a former military officer when he was arrested 
in 2012, recalled the sounds he heard at night during an execution:  

There was a sound of something being pulled out ± khjd ` ohdbd ne vnnc+ Hl mns rtqd± and then 
you vntkc gd`q sgd rntmc ne sgdl adhmf rsq`mfkdc£ He xnt ots your ears on the floor, you could 
gd`q sgd rntmc ne ` jhmc ne ftqfkhmf- Sghr vntkc k`rs `qntmc 0/ lhmtsdr£ Vd vdqd rkddohmf nm sno
of the sound of people choking to death. This was normal for me then.87 

Nsgdq cds`hmddr gdkc hm sgd vghsd athkchmf vdqd `akd sn gd`q nq rdd sgd uhbshlr `qqhu`k sn sgd vghsd athkchmf-
®Gtrrdhm¯,88 a doctor in the military when he was arrested in 2011, told Amnesty International about what 
he would hear on a typical night of executions: ®First there was the sound of the meat refrigerator truck or 
the minibus... I can recognize it ± H sgntfgs ¬NK+ gdqd hr sgd atr£ Sgdm sgdx vntkc s`jd Zsgd cds`hmddr\ nts
hm a`sbgdr£ H gd`qc sgd rntmc ne sgd g`mcbteer+ nq sgd rntmc ne sgd bg`hn, which linked them together̄.89  

®Gtrrdhm¯ v`r `krn `akd sn rdd sgd `qqhu`k ne sgd udghbkdr eqnl sgd vhmcnv ne ghr bdkk- Gd dwok`hmdc9 

H r`v sgd ®ld`s eqhcfd¯ ntsrhcd sgd oqhrnm£ ZSgdx trdc\ ` ®ld`s eqhcfd¯+ nq ` minibus£ Sge truck 
was all white. The miniatr v`r vghsd+ `mc sgd vhmcnvr vdqd o`hmsdc nudq vhsg vghsd£ [The people 
we saw outside] were wearing civilian clothes, and they were not from the white building. If they 
were from the red one, they would have been wearing a uniform. They were wearing only black 
civilian clothes£ Sgd qnnl vgdqd sgdx `qd cnhmf sgd dwdbtshnmr hr tmcdq sgd uhrhshmf qnnl- Vgdm
they took us to the court, they brought us by the door. It was not a regular door ± you had to go 
down some stairs to get to it from the street. I saw it when I went to the court. When the trucks 
came, they would stop there.90 

®G`lhc¯ qdb`kkdc vg`s gd gd`qc `mc r`v vgdm sgd dwdbtshnmr vdqd b`qqhdc nts9 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
83 Interview with Amnesty International researchers on 15 May 2016.  
84 Interview with Amnesty International researchers on 15 May 2016.  
85 Interview with Amnesty International researchers on 13 May 2016.  
86 Real name withheld.  
87 Hmsdquhdvr vhsg @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k qdrd`qbgdqr nm 10 @oqhk `mc 15 Edaqt`qx 1/05- ®G`lhc¯ v`r cds`hmdc `s
Saydnaya from 2012 to 2013.  
88 Real name withheld.  
89 Hmsdquhdv vhsg @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k qdrd`qbgdqr nm 10 Itkx 1/05- ®Gtrrdhm¯ v`r cds`hmdc `s R`xcm`x` eqnl 1/00
to 2014.  
90 Interview with Amnesty International researchers on 21 July 2016.  
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It would happen after they told tr sn rkddo+ rn vd bntkc gd`q dudqxsghmf£ H rs`qsdc sn rs`mc to nm
the toilet to see what was going on, during the time I was suppnrdc sn ad rkddohmf- H r`v sgd ®ld`s
eqhcfd¯ ntsrhcd sgd oqhrnm- Hs v`r vghsd+ udqx ahf£ Sgdx vntkc s`jd sgdl hmrhcd+ `mc sgdm vd chcms
see anything. After 15 or 30 minutes, they would bring in another batch.91 

He also said that while the victims would usually exit from the vehicles just in front of the ®execution room̄, 
on two occasions, he saw them enter the gate at the perimeter of the white building by foot. He explained:  

I saw them walking fqnl sgd l`hm cnnq ne sgd vghsd athkchmf- Sgdx vdqd v`kjhmf hm sgd ®sq`hm¯+ rn
they would have their heads down, and they could catch the shirt of the person in front of them. 
The first time I saw them, I was horrified. They were being brought to the slaughterhouse. I saw 
them, and I immediately went back to my spot to sleep. But then I also felt happiness ± they were 
coming to be killed, and I felt happy that their suffering would come to an end. Often if we heard 
that someone had died in the red building, we would feel happy. It was a gift to be killed. Even in 
sgd vghsd athkchmf+ vd vdqd vhrghmf sn chd- Vd vdqdms r`c sn chd `bst`kkx+ adb`trd sg`s hr vg`s vd
were doing in the prison. We were dying every day, slowly.92 

 

LOADING THE BODIES INTO TRUCKS 

Between 2am and 6am, the bodies of the victims are transferred from the execution room into large Hyundai 
diesel trucks.93 The Hyundai trucks are sent to Saydnaya from Tishreen Hospital, and they are usually light 

green in colour, with a separate front cab and canvas material covering the back cabin. Depending on the 
number of bodies to be taken away, one or two trucks are sent into Saydnaya to collect the bodies. Former 
prison guards and a former prison official told Amnesty International that in the early hours of the morning, 
no other vehicles enter the perimeter of Saydnaya prison, and no other processes, other than the executions, 
are carried out in the white building.94    

The bodies are dealt with in different ways, depending on the number of victims and the supplies at hand: 
they are either put into the truck in wooden boxes, in translucent bags or just in their clothing. A former 
oqhrnm neehbh`k cdrbqhadc sgd kn`chmf oqnbdrr9 ®Sgdqd hr trt`kkx dmntfg qnnl sn ots `kk ne sgd odnokd vgn `qd
executed at once into one truck. Fifty people can fit into one truck. If the number is smaller, they use 
wooden coffins. The trucks are big ± four- or five-ton ± rn sgdx b`m s`jd ` k`qfd mtladq ne anchdr-¯95 

®@at Ltg`lldc¯+ vgn vnqjdc hm sgd sdkdbnlltmhb`shnmr qnnl `s R`xcm`x`, recalled his role in this stage 
of the process:  

Sgdx trdc sn bgnnrd svn nq sgqdd rnkchdqr sn kn`c sgd anchdr£ Sgdxwould finish by 6am. The 
truck would leave with two guard cars from the branch. We would not stop this vehicle or check it; 
we would just open the gate and let it go through. It was a Hyundai diesel truck. The members of 
the execution panel left around the time the Hyundai did£ Sghr Gxtmc`hcame into the prison only 
for the executions.96 

Amnesty International interviewed seven people detained in the white building between September 2011 
and December 2015 who witnessed the loading process. These detainees witnessed elements of the process 
ax rhfgs+ rntmc+ nq ` bnlahm`shnm ne sgd svn- Enq hmrs`mbd+ ®Gtrrdhm¯ v`r `akd sn rdd sgd oqnbdrr sgqntfg ` 
small window in his cell. He explained:  

There was a sink, and we had to climb on top of the sink to get to the window, because the 
vhmcnvr vdqd qd`kkx ghfg- H bntkc nmkx cn sghr dudqx svn vddjr nq rn£ Sgdx vntkc kn`c sgdl Zsgd
bodies] into a Hyundai pick-up with a cover in the back. There would be four trucks at the 
maximum, but there was normally just one or two. I could see the truck from the side. The vehicles 
have military [licence] plates... I saw the coffins with my own eyes. The door is narrow, and there 
were two soldiers carrying the coffins, one on each end. They would get the end into the truck, and 
then they would push it forward. You could hear the sound of the wood pushing on the bottom of 
sgd sqtbj- Hs v`rms udqx kntc+ ats adb`trd hsr rn ptiet in this prison, it sounded loud. You could 
`krn gd`q sgd ft`qcr vghrodqhmf sn d`bg nsgdq£ Vghkd sgdx vdqd kn`chmf sgd bneehmr+ rnldshldr

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
91 Interview with Amnesty International researchers on 21 April 2016.  
92 Interview with Amnesty International researchers on 21 April 2016.  
93 The information in this section is based on interviews by Amnesty International researchers with former guards and 
officials from Saydnaya on 27 April, 15 May and 8 October 2016.   
94 Interviews by Amnesty International researchers with former guards and officials from Saydnaya on 27 April, 15 
May and 8 October 2016.   
95 Interview with Amnesty International researchers on 6 October 2016.  
96 Interview with Amnesty International researchers on 8 October 2016.  
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sgdx vntkc rs`qs sgd dmfhmdr sn bnudq to sgd rntmc ne sgd bneehmr£ Hs vntkc trt`kkx rs`qs `esdq 2`l-
Usually they would finish before sunrise, while it was still dark.97  

®@at Nr`l`¯,98 a former military officer from Hama, also saw the loading of the bodies from the window of 
his cell. He explained what he saw and heard: 

I was able to look out the window ± there is a small window near the toilet, and we would turn off 
the light in the room. I would act like I had to use the toilet, and then I would start looking through 
the window. We would be killed if they found out... They arrived around 4am and left around 6am. 
I didns rdd sgd®execushnm qnnl¯+ ats H jmdv hs v`r tmcdq ld£ Sgdm sgdx vntkc aqhmf sgd bneehmr
± they were wooden ± there were 30 or 40 coffins. They would take them and load them. They left 
with the sun rising. They used the diesel Hyundai truck, the green one. After they left, we could see 
the slippers [outside the window of the cell]. If there were 30 slippers, then we knew that 15 people 
had been executed. There were usually between 30 and 80 slippers outside. The criminal 
prisoners [those arrested for ordinary crimes] would clean them up.99 

Several former detainees told Amnesty International that they had not been able to look outside the prison, 
ats sgdx vdqd rshkk `akd sn gd`q rntmcr sg`s bnqqdronmcdc vhsg sgd kn`chmf oqnbdrr- @bbnqchmf sn ®S`qdj¯,100 
a former soldier who was arrested from his post in al-Zabadani:  

Most of the nights I was ®sleepinḡ , I was actually awake, praying. We would hear the sounds 
exactly one hour before the morning prayer. The cars would come, and then we could hear a big 
rntmc£ Vd chcms jmnv vg`s hs v`r± hs rntmcdc khjd `m `rrdlakx khmd£We would always hear 
the noise of somethinf ghsshmf rsddk£ Vd bntkc gd`q unhbdr--- Rnldshldr H sghmj sgdx vdqd s`kjhmf
about boxes. They would say: ®Take it from here ± over there ± mn+ s`jd hs nudq gdqd-¯ It sounded 
like they were taking something heavy from the athkchmf sn ` udghbkd£ Sgdqd vdqdwindows in our 
bdkk+ ats vd bntkcms fn sn sgdl- Vd vntkc ad hmudrshf`sdc+ `mc rdms sn sgd aq`mbg `f`hm he vd chc
something like that. Speaking was forbidden in our cells, so we would say to each other, in 
whispers and motions ± ®Sgd rntmcr+ `s 2`l+ 3`l± what was that? What was fnhmf nm>¯--- @s
mhfgs+ vd bntkcmt go to the toilet or make any movement. They said if they saw us go to the toilet, 
vd vntkc qd`kkx ad otmhrgdc- Sg`sr vgx vd vdqd rn pthds+ `mc bntkc gd`q dudqxsghmf rn vdkk-101 

®Lng`lldc¯,102 a university student from Aleppo, told Amnesty International that he also heard similar 
rntmcr hm sgd mhfgs+ `mc khjd ®S`qdj¯+ gd v`r tmrtqd ne sgdhq nqhfhm- Gd dwok`hmdc9 

Two or three vehicles would arrive ± vd chcms jmnv dw`bskx gnv l`mx- Sgdx rsnoodc tmcdq nur 
qnnl dw`bskx£ Hs v`r adsvddm 1`l `mc 3`l- ZSgd odnokd vd gd`qc\ dwbg`mfdc fqddshmfr- Sgdx
sounded like they all knew each other. We could hear the voice of the chief of our wing. We were 
really wondering what they were bringing in or taking out. They wotkc r`x ®lnud hs to+ sgqnv hs± 
nudq sgdqd¯ khjd sgdx vdqd `qq`mfhmf ennc nm ` ok`sd nq rnldsghmf- Vd `kv`xr gd`qc sgd r`ld jhmc
of things ± ®gtqqx to± nudq sgdqd¯ Znq\ ®hey guys, help me on the right ± s`jd xntq rhcd¯--- Znq\ ®sn
sgd qhfgs+ sn sgd kdes¯± and you could hear the heavy sound of wood or steel boxes. Sometimes 
vnnc nm rsddk£ Hs rntmcdc udqx tqfdms+ vg`s sgdx vdqd cnhmf- Hs v`r rnldsghmf vd mddcdc sn
know ± we wanted to understand. We were analysing ± if they were loading, it would finish. So they 
must have been bringing something that moment and then taking it away... We thought they were 
[loading] food boxes, or heaters. I thought it was maybe ammunition.103 

Amnesty International interviewed three other detainees held in the white building, who offered accounts that 
were consistent with the timing as well as with the sequence and nature of sounds described above. Former 
cds`hmdd ®Ltrs`e`¯104 spoke of hearing the sounds of loading and unloading outside, in the very early hours 
of the morning.105 ®G`lhc¯ snkc @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k sg`s gd r`v sgd kn`chmf ne vnncdm bneehmr eqnl sgd
vhmcnv ne ghr bdkk `mc r`hc gd gd`qc ` ®rbq`ohmf¯ rntmc- ®Sgdqd v`r rnldsghmf khjd sghbj b`qcan`qc+ nq `

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
97 Interview with Amnesty International on 18 May and 21 July 2016.  
98 Real name withheld.  
99 Hmsdquhdv vhsg @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k nm 08 Itkx 1/05- ®@at Nr`l`¯ v`r cds`hmdc `s R`xcm`x` eqnl 1/02 sn
2014.   
100  Real name withheld.  
101  Interviews with Amnesty International researchers on 16 May and 20 July 1/05- ®S`qdj¯ v`r cds`hmdc hm
Saydnaya from 2013 to 2014.  
102  Real name withheld.  
103  Hmsdquhdvr vhsg @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k qdrd`qbgdqr nm 05 L`x `mc 02 Itkx 1/05- ®Lng`lldc¯ v`r cds`hmdc `s
Saydnaya from 2013 to 2015.  
104  Real name withheld.  
105  Hmsdquhdv vhsg @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k qdrd`qbgdqr nm 05 L`x 1/05- ®Ltrs`e`¯ v`r cds`hmdc `s R`xcm`x` eqnl
2013 to 2015.  
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metal box, and they were throwing it. [There was] a hit and a scrape,̄ gd dwok`hmdc-106 Former detainee 
®Jg`kdc¯107 r`hc sg`s gd gd`qc rntmcr+ hm sgd lhcckd ne sgd mhfgs+ ne ®sgdl sgqnvhmf rnldsghmf hmsn sqtbjr± 
like meat on metal ± enq `qntmc 04 lhmtsdr¯ adenqd gd`qhmf sgd sqtbjr cqhud `v`x- Gd mnsdc sg`s a`rdc nm
the echoes gd gd`qc+ sgd sqtbjr rntmcdc ®udqx ahf¯ `mc sg`s gd nesdm gd`qc sgd ft`qcr r`xhmf ®otrg hs
qhfgs¯ nq ®ots hs nudq gdqd¯-108  

 

REGISTRATION AT TISHREEN HOSPITAL AND TRANSPORT TO MASS GRAVES  

The bodies of the victims are then taken from Saydnaya to Tishreen Mil itary Hospital, where they are 

registered by hospital officials there. 109  Amnesty International has not been able to confirm the precise 

details of this process. However, according to former prison authorities from Saydnaya, the bodies are 

not photographed at this stage by the Military Police, because it is not necessary for the authorities to 

confirm or register their cause of death.110  Just as in the cases of those who die as a result of torture and 

other ill -treatment at Saydnaya, the family members of execution victims are not given the remains of 

the victims and are never informed of their death. Unlike the victims of torture, however, the victims of 

execution are not recorded in death certificates. Hmrsd`c+ cnbtldms`shnm qdbnqchmf sgd uhbshlr cd`sg hr

retained by the Syrian authorities. None of these records is accessible to the public. Accordingly, 

families are given no information about those who are executed.  

The bodies of the victims are transported from Tishreen Hospital to mass graves located on military land 

near Damascus. According to two former prison officials from Saydnaya, the bodies are most often taken 

to Najha, a small village on the main road between Sweida and Damascus. In Najha, the bodies are often 

buried in a cemetery that existed prior to 2011, wghbg hr rnldshldr qdedqqdc sn `r sgd ®chqsx fq`ud¯- Sgd

former officials also stated that bodies were being deposited in a mass grave in Qatana, a small town in 

the western suburbs of Damascus, inside the military base for Division 10. Not having access to Syria, 

Amnesty International has been unable to independently verify these statements. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
106  Interview with Amnesty International researchers on 14 May 2016.  
107  Real name withheld.  
108  Interview with Amnesty International reseaqbgdqr nm 14 @oqhk 1/05- ®Jg`kdc¯ v`r cds`hmdc `s R`xcm`x` eqnl
2013 to 2014.  
109  The information in this section is based on interviews conducted by Amnesty International researchers with a 
former prison official from Saydnaya on 26 April and 6 October 201 6, a former judge from the Military Court on 13 
May 2016, and a doctor who worked at Tishreen Hospital on 8 October 2016.  
110  @bbnqchmfkx+ sgdrd uhbshlr vntkc mns ad `lnmf sgnrd hm sgd ognsnfq`ogr rltffkdc nts ax ®B`dr`q¯- Rdd Rdbshnm
3.1 for more details.  
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SATELLITE IMAGES OF MASS GRAVES AT NAJHA, SYRIA 

 
 

 
Najha cemetery: Only 300 metres east of buildings in Najha, a small cemetery is visible from imagery from 6 August 2009. The cemetery does not expand significantly  
until 2014. On 3 June 2014, one vehicle can be seen next to newly dug graves in the image. On 18 September 2016, approximately 125 new graves are visible since 
2010. A new earthen berm is also visible, possibly constructed to better secure the town. 
Coordinates 33.3844°, 36.3824°. Left and middle images: Google Earth © 2016 DigitalGlobe, right image: © 2016 DigitalGlobe, Inc. 
 

 
On 3 March 2010, imagery shows a small cemetery approximately 500 metres north of Najha, adjacent to a military base. In 2011, walls were erected around the 
cemetery though the number of graves only began to increase significantly, according to available imagery, after August 2013. On 18 September 2016, imagery  
shows the graves in the cemetery have more than doubled. 
Coordinates 33.3927º, 36.3685º. Left image: Google Earth © 2016 DigitalGlobe, right image: © 2016 DigitalGlobe, Inc. 
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The Martyrs Cemetery is located south of Damascus, along the road to Najha. In 2010, imagery shows cemetery with graves in a strategic layout with carefully  
designed columns and rows. In 2013, new 90 metre long trenches begin to appear over the course of the year continuing into 2014. By 18 September 2016,  
imagery shows the grave area has more than doubled in size with additional 90 metre long trenches. 
Coordinates 33.4114º, 36.3697º. Left image: Google Earth © 2016 DigitalGlobe, right image: © 2016 DigitalGlobe, Inc. 

 

4.2.3 ALLEGED PERPETRATORS AND SGD E@SD NE ¬SQ@MREDQQDC
DETAINEES  
Former detainees from the red building at Saydnaya provided Amnesty International with the names of 59 
individuals who they witnessed being taken from their cells in the afternoon, being told that they were being 
transferred to civilian prisons in Syria. The evidence contained in this report strongly suggests that in fact, 
these individuals were extrajudicially executed. Given the security concerns of Syrians who are still inside the 
country and the dispersion of Syrian refugees outside of the country, it is difficult to identify and contact 
uhbshlr e`lhkx ldladqr- Gnvdudq+ @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`kwas able to locate the family members of 17 of 
these 59 individuals. Of these, 13 were civilians at the time of their arrest, and four were members of the 
Syrian military. None were members of non-state armed groups. In all cases, the family members had not 
received any news on the fate or whereabouts of their loved one.  

Former prison guards and a former prison official from Saydnaya also provided Amnesty International with 
the names of 36 detainees who had been extrajudicially executed in Saydnaya since 2011.111 Out of respect 
for the privacy and security of the family members of these detainees, Amnesty International is not publicly 
disclosing their names. However, these names have been shared with bodies undertaking credible 
investigations into the international crimes committed in Syria. 

Amnesty International has collected information on the members of the execution panel as well as other 
officers and officials who it believes, based on its research, should be investigated for their involvement in 
crimes at Saydnaya. Amnesty International has also obtained the names of 87 officials and guards who 
worked at Saydnaya between 2011 and 2016, which were provided by former guards and officials from 
Saydnaya as well as by former detainees. In most cases, the full names were obtained; in the remaining 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
111  These names are on file with Amnesty International.  




























