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	Activists released from arbitrary detention

	ANGOLA


On 6 January 2025, activists Adolfo Campos, Abraão Pedro Santos, Gilson Morreira, and Hermenegildo Victor José (together known as the AGPT4) were released from detention following a presidential pardon on 25 December 2024. The four were arrested on 16 September 2023 and on 19 September 2023, summarily tried, convicted and sentenced, without any evidence, to two years and five months in prison for «disobedience and resisting orders» after an attempt to join a solidarity demonstration.
On 6 January 2025, activists Adolfo Campos, Abraão Pedro Santos, Gilson Morreira, and Hermenegildo Victor José (together known as the AGPT4) were released following a presidential pardon announced on 25 December 2024.
The four activists were arrested on 16 September 2023 in Luanda, Angola’s capital, hours before they were due to take part in a peaceful demonstration in solidarity with motorcycle taxi drivers in Luanda. On 19 September 2023, they were sentenced to two years and five months in prison for disobedience and resisting orders. Their lawyers submitted both an appeal and complaint against the decision, but both were rejected by the court. In detention, Hermenegildo Victor José, Adolfo Campos, and Gilson Morreira’s health severely deteriorated due in large part to their denial of access to medical treatment.
The president’s pardon on 25 December 2024 happened after an intensive year of Amnesty International campaigning for the four activists’ release with two Urgent actions and other actions taken both in country and globally. The Urgent Actions helped define the narrative around the case which has inspired other organizations and individuals to be aware of the case and the need for urgent action.
In a message to Amnesty International, Abraão Pedro Santos shared: «Every time my wife went to prison (to visit me), she would always come with a message from Amnesty International. Every time Amnesty would send a message to me through my wife, I felt very motivated, and I understood I wasn’t alone. I told myself sooner or later Amnesty International will release me from prison and here we are, we are free…».
No further action is requested. Many thanks to all who sent appeals.

