

_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
Governor Rick Perry
Officer of the Governor
PO BOX 12428
Austin, TX 78711-2428 
USA

Fax: + 1 512 463 1849



	______________



Dear Governor,

I am writing to call for clemency in the case of Anthony Haynes, currently scheduled for execution in Texas on October 18.  The crime he committed was indeed serious, and caused tremendous suffering for the friends of Kent Kincaid, the off-duty police officer Mr. Haynes was convicted of killing in 1998.

Yet his death sentence appears to have been passed by a jury that did not have a full picture of who Mr. Haynes was.  His defense failed to call witnesses who could have informed the jury about his mental health problems and about how out of character the crime he committed was. He had no prior criminal record. His lawyer at the habeas stage of the appeals process failed to raise the shortcomings of his trial defense and so the mitigating factors in Mr. Haynes background have never been addressed.

I am also concerned that Mr. Haynes, who is African American, was convicted by a jury that had only one non-white juror, and that courts rejected claims of racial bias in jury selection despite saying that “circumstantial indications of intentional racial discrimination in this case” had “some persuasive value.” 

I am also concerned that the judge was cleaning guns while overseeing jury selection, an action which certainly could have unduly influenced the jurors who were eventually selected. 

Anthony Haynes was only 19 at the time of the crime and has been a model prisoner since.  Certainly, while the jury never heard the full picture of Mr. Haynes’ background, you, as executive clemency decision makers, have the benefit not only of information about Mr. Haynes background but of his exemplary conduct since incarceration. It would seem that Mr. Haynes is no longer a continuing threat to society and is thus deserving of clemency.

I urge you to grant clemency in this case and commute Mr. Haynes’ death sentence.

Yours sincerely, 



